
CHAPTER OUTLINE 
AND FOCUS QUESTIONS 

Toward a New Western Order 

Q What reforms did Gorbachev institute in the Soviet 
Union, and what role did he play in the demise of the 
Soviet Union? What are the major political 
developments in Eastern Europe, Western Europe, and 
North America since 1985? 

After the Cold War: New World Order or Age of 
Terrorism? 

Q How and why did the Cold War end? What are the 
main issues in the struggle with terrorism? 

New Directions and New Problems in Western 
Society 

Q What are the major developments in the women's 
movement since 1985, and what problems have 
immigrants created for European society? 

Western Culture Today 

Q What major Western cultural trends have emerged 
since 1985? 

The Digital Age 

Q What is the Digital Age, and what are its products, 
results, and dangers? 

Toward a Global Civilization: New Challenges 
and Hopes 

Q What is globalization, and what are some of its 
important aspects in the twenty-first century? 

With clenched fist, Boris Yeltsin speaks out against an attempted right-wing 

CRITICAL THINKING 

Q In what ways were the major social, economic, 
and political developments in the second half of 
the twentieth century similar to those in the first 
half of the century? In what ways were they 
different? 

lESlSC2J:~ 

CONNECTIONS TO TODAY 

Q Twenty-five years ago, the destruction of the 
Berlin Wall brought forth great promise for a new 
Europe. What will be the challenges of the next 
twenty-five years for Western civilization? 

BY 1985, AFTER FOUR DECADES of the Cold War, 
Westerners had become accustomed to a new division of 
Europe between West and East that seemed to be 
permanent. A prosperous Western Europe allied with 
the United States stood opposed to a still-struggling 
Eastern Europe that remained largely subject to the 
Soviet Union. The division of Germany symbolized the 
new order, which seemed so well established. Yet within 
a few years, a revolutionary upheaval in the Soviet Union 
and Eastern Europe brought an end to the Cold War and 
to the division of postwar Europe. Even the Soviet Union 
ceased to exist as a nation. 

On August 19,1991, a group ofSovietleaders opposed 
to reform arrested Mikhail Gorbachev, the president 
of the Soviet Union, and tried to seize control of the 
government. Hundreds of thousands of Russians, led by 
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Boris Yeltsin, poured into the streets of Moscow and 
Leningrad to resist the attempted coup. Some army units, 
sent out to enforce the wishes of the rebels, defected to 
Yeltsin's side, and within days, the rebels were forced to 
surrender. This failed attempt to seize power had 
unexpected results as Russia and many of the other Soviet 
republics declared their independence. By the end of 
1991, the Soviet Union-one of the largest empires in 
world history-had come to an end, and a new era of 
cooperation between the successor states in the old Soviet 
Union and the nations of the West had begun. 

As the world adjusted to the transformation from 
Cold War to post-Cold War sensibilities, other changes 
shaped the Western outlook. The demographic face of 
European countries changed as massive numbers of 
immigrants created more ethnically diverse populations. 
New artistic and intellectual currents, the continued 
advance of science and technology, the emergence of a 
Digital Age, the surge of the women's liberation 
movement-all spoke of a vibrant, ever-changing world. 
At the same time, a devastating terrorist attack on the 
World Trade Center in New York City and the Pentagon 
outside Washington, D.C. , in 2001 made the Western 
world vividly aware of its vulnerability to international 
terrorism. Moreover, a financial collapse in 2008 
threatened the economic security of the Western world 
as well as the entire global economy. But most important 
of all, Western nations, like all nations on the planet, 
have become aware of the political and economic 
interdependence of the world's nations and the global 
nature of our twenty-first-century problems. + 

Toward a New Western Order 

~ 
FOCUS QUESTIONS: What reforms did Gorbachev 
institute in the Soviet Union, and what role did he play 
in the demise of the Soviet Union? What are the major 
political developments in Eastern Europe, Western 
Europe, and North America since 1985? 

Between 1945 and 1985, a new political order following the 
devastation of World War II had seemingly left the Western 
world divided permanently between a prosperous, capitalistic 
West and an impoverished, Communist East. But in the late 
1980s and early 1990s, the Soviet Union and its Eastern Euro
pean satellite states underwent a revolutionary upheaval that 
dramatically altered the European landscape (see Map 30.1 ) 
and left many Europeans with both new hopes and new fears. 

The Revolutionary Era in the Soviet 
Union 
By 1980, it was becoming apparent to a small number of 
reformers in the Communist Party that the Soviet Union was 

seriously ailing. When one of these young reformers, Mikhail 
Gorbachev, was chosen as Party secretary in March 1985, a 
new era began in the Soviet Union. 

THE GORBACHEV ERA Born into a peasant family in 1931 , 
Mikhail Gorbachev combined farm work with school and 
received the Order of the Red Banner for his agricultural 
efforts. This award and his good school record enabled him to 
study law at the University of Moscow. After receiving his 
law degree in 1955, he returned to his native southern Russia, 
where he eventually became first secretary of the Party in the 
city of Stavropol (he had joined the Party in 1952) and then 
first secretary of the regional Party committee. In 1978, Gor
bachev was made a member of the Party's Central Commit
tee in Moscow. Two years later, he became a full member of 
the ruling Politburo and secretary of the Central Committee. 
In March 1985, Party leaders elected him general secretary of 
the Party, and he became the new leader of the Soviet Union. 

Educated during the years of reform under Khrushchev, 
Gorbachev seemed intent on taking earlier reforms to their 
lOgical conclusions. He had said to his wife on achieving 
power, "We cannot go on living like this ." 1 By the 1980s, 
Soviet economic problems were obvious. Rigid, centralized 
planning had led to mismanagement and stifled innovation. 
Although the Soviets still excelled in space exploration, they 
had fallen behind the West in high technology, especially in 
the development and production of computers for private and 
public use . Most noticeable to the Soviet people was the 
decline in the standard of living. In February 1986, at the 
Twenty-Seventh Congress of the Communist Party, Gorba
chev made clear the need for changes in Soviet society: "The 
practical actions of the Party and state agencies lag behind the 
demands of the times and of life itself.... Problems grow 
faster than they are solved. Sluggishness, ossification in the 
forms , and methods of management decrease the dynamism 
of work . . . . Stagnation begins to show up in the life of soci
ety."z Thus, from the start, Gorbachev preached the need for 
radical reforms. 

The cornerstone of Gorbachev's radical reforms was 
perestroika (per-uh-STROI-kuh), or "restructuring" (see the 
box on p. 930). At first , this meant only a reordering of eco
nomic policy as Gorbachev called for the beginning of a 
market economy with limited free enterprise and some pri
vate property. Gorbachev soon perceived, however, that 
in the Soviet system, the economic sphere was intimately 
tied to the social and political spheres. Attempting to reform 
the economy without political or social reform would be 
doomed to failure . One of the most important instruments 
of perestroika was glasnost (GLAHZ-nohst), or "openness." 
Soviet citizens and officials were encouraged to discuss openly 
the strengths and weaknesses of the Soviet Union. Pravda 
(PRAHV-duh), the official newspaper of the Communist 
Party, began to include reports of official corruption, sloppy 
factory work, and protests against government policy. The 
arts also benefited from the new policy. Previously banned 
works were now published, and music based on Western 
styles, such as jazz and rock, began to be performed openly. 
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@------.. ------------------------------------~----~~------.. ------------------... MAP 30.1 The New Europe. The combination of an ineffic ient economy and high military spending 
had led to stagnation in the Soviet Union by the early 1980s. Mikha il Gorbachev came to power in 
1985, un leashing political, economic, and nationa list forces that led to independence for the former 
Soviet republics and also for Eastern Europe. 

I Compare this map with Map 28. 1. What new countries had emerged by the early twenty-first 
century? 

Political reforms were equally revolutionary. At the Com
munist Party conference in 1988, Gorbachev called for the 
creation of a new Soviet parliament, the Congress of Peo
ple's Deputies, whose members were to be chosen in com
petitive elections. It convened in 1989, the first such meeting 
in Russia since 191 8. Early in 1990, Gorbachev legalized the 
formation of other political parties and struck Article 6, 
which had guaranteed the " leading role" of the Communist 
Party, from the Soviet constitution. At the same time, Gor
bachev attempted to consolidate his power by creating a 
new state presidency. The new position was a consequence 
of the separation of the state from the Communist Party. 
Hitherto, the position of first secretary of the Party had been 
the most important post in the Soviet Union, but as the 
Communist Party became less closely associated with the 
state, the powers of this office diminished correspondingly. 
In March 1990, Gorbachev became the Soviet Union's first 
president. 

One of Gorbachev's most serious problems stemmed from 
the nature of the nation he led. The Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics was a truly multiethnic country, containing 92 

nationalities and 112 recognized languages. Previously, the 
iron hand of the Communist Party, centered in Moscow, had 
kept a lid on the centuries-old ethnic tensions that had peri
odically erupted. As Gorbachev released this iron grip, ten
sions resurfaced, a by-product of glasnost that Gorbachev had 
not anticipated. Ethnic groups took advantage of the new 
openness to protest what they perceived as ethnically moti
vated slights. When violence erupted, the Soviet army, in dis
repair since its ill-fated decade-long foray into Afghanistan, 
had difficulty controlling the situation. 

The years 1988 to 1990 also witnessed the appearance of 
nationalist movements in the republics that made up the 
Soviet Union. Many were motivated by ethnic concerns, with 
calls for sovereignty and independence from Russian-based 
rule centered in Moscow. These movements sprang up first in 
Georgia in late 1988 and then in Latvia (LA T-vee-uh), Esto
nia (ess-TOH-nee-uh), Moldova (moh l-DOH-vuh), Uzbek
istan (ooz-B EK-i-stan), Azerbaijan (az-ur-by-JAHN), and 
Lithuania (Ii-thuh-WAY-nee-uh). On March 11 , 1990, the 
Lithuanian Supreme Council proclaimed Lithuania an 
independent state. 
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Gorbachev and Perestroika 

AFTER ASSUMING THE LEADERSHIP of the Soviet Union in 1985, 
Mikhail Gorbachev worked to liberalize and restructure the 

country. His policies opened the door to rapid changes in 
Eastern Europe and in Soviet-American relations at the end 

of the 1980s. In his book Perestroika, Gorbachev explained 
some of his "New Thinking." 

MikhaH Gorbachev, Pere troika 

The fundamental principle of the new political outlook 
is very simple: nuclear war cannot be a means of achieving 
political, economic, ideological or any other goaLs. This 
conclusion is truly revolutionary, for it means discarding 
the traditional notions of war and peace. It is the political 
function of war that has always been a justification for 
war, a "rational" explanation. Nuclear war is senseless; 
it is irrational. There would be neither winners nor losers 

in a global nuclear conflict: world Civilization would 
inevitably perish . ... 

But military technology has developed to such an 
extent that even a non-nuclear war would now be 
comparable with a nuclear war in its destructive effect. 
That is why it is logical to include in our category of 
nuclear wars this "variant" of an armed clash between 
major powers as well. 

Thereby, an altogether different situation has emerged. 
A way of thinking and a way of acting, based on the use 
of force in world politics, have formed over centuries, 
even millennia. It seems they have taken root as something 
unshakable . Today, they have lost all reasonable grounds . ... 
For the first time in history, basing international politics on 
moral and ethical norms that are common to all humankind, 

as well as humanizing interstate relations, has become a vital 
requirement . . .. 

There is a great thirst for mutual understanding 
and mutual communication in the world. It is felt 
among politicians, it is gaining momentum among the 
intelligentsia, representatives of culture, and the public 
at large. And if the Russian word "perestroika" has easily 
entered the international lexicon, this is due to more than 
just interest in what is going on in the Soviet Union. Now 
the whole world needs restructuring, Le., progressive 
development, a fundamental change. 

People feel this and understand this. They have to 
find their bearings, to understand the problems besetting 
mankind, to realize how they should live in the future . 
The restructuring is a must for a world overflowing with 
nuclear weapons; for a world ridden with serious economic 
and ecolOgical problems; for a world laden with poverty, 
backwardness and disease; for a human race now facing 
the urgent need of ensuring its own survival. 

We are all students, and our teacher is life and time. 
I believe that more and more people will come to realize that 
through RESTRUCTURING in the broad sense of the word, 
the integrity of the world will be enhanced. Having earned 
good marks from our main teacher-life-we shall enter the 
twenty-first century well prepared and sure that there will be 
further progress . 

How revolutionary was Gorbachev's rejection 
of nuclear war? What impact did this idea of 
restructuring have on communism and the Soviet 
Union 's ability to reform itself? 

Source: Pages 140-141, 253-254 from PERESTROIKA by MIKHAIL GORBACHEV. Copyright © 1987 by Mikhail Gorbachev. Reprinted by permission of HarperColiins Publishers. 

THE END OF THE SOVIET UNION During 1990 and 1991, 

Gorbachev struggled to deal with Lithuania and the other 
problems unleashed by his reforms. On the one hand, he tried 
to appease conservatives who complained about the growing 
disorder within the Soviet Union. On the other hand, he tried 
to accommodate the liberal forces, especially those in the 
Soviet republics, who increasingly favored a new kind of 
decentralized Soviet federation. In particular, Gorbachev 
labored to cooperate more closely with Boris Yeltsin (YEL T
sun) (1931-2007), who had been elected president of the Rus
sian Republic in June 1991. 

By 1991, the conservative leaders of the traditional Soviet 
institutions-the army, government, KGB, and military indus
tries-had grown increasingly worried about the impending 
dissolution of the Soviet Union and its impact on their own 
fortunes. On August 19, 199 1, a group of these discontented 
rightists arrested Gorbachev and attempted to seize power. 
Gorbachev's unwillingness to work with the conspirators and 

the brave resistance in Moscow of Yeltsin and thousands of 
Russians who had grown accustomed to their new liberties 
caused the coup to disintegrate rapidly. The actions of these 
right-wing plotters, however, served to accelerate the very 
process they had hoped to stop-the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union. 

Despite desperate pleas by Gorbachev, the Soviet re
publics soon moved for complete independence. Ukraine 
voted for independence on December 1, 1991, and a week 
later, the leaders of Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus (bell-uh
ROOSS) announced that the Soviet Union had "ceased to 
exist" and would be replaced by the new and voluntary 
Commonwealth of Independent States. Gorbachev reSigned 
on December 25, 1991, and turned over his responsibili
ties as commander in chief to Boris Yeltsin, the president 
of Russia. By the end of 1991 , one of the largest empires in 
world history had evaporated, and a new era had begun in 
its lands. 

930 • CHAPTER 30 After the Fall : The Western World in a Global Age (Since 1985) 



WHY DID THE SOVIET UNION COLLAPSE? What caused the 
sudden collapse of the Soviet system? Some analysts in the 
United States argue that the ambitious defense policies 
adopted by the Reagan administration forced the Soviet 
Union into an arms race that it could not afford and that ulti
mately led to the collapse of the Soviet economy. Most 
observers, however, believe that the fall of the Soviet Union 
was primarily a consequence of conditions inherent in the sys
tem, some of which have been pointed out in this and the 
previous chapter. For years, Soviet leaders had denied or 
ignored the massive inefficiencies in the Soviet economy. In 
the 1980s, time began to run out. The perceptive Mikhail 
Gorbachev tried to stem the decline with radical reforms, but 
by then it was too late. 

One other factor should also be considered. One of the 
weakest aspects of the Soviet Union was its multiethnic charac
ter, with only a little more than half of the total population 
made up of ethnic Russians. As we have seen, many of the 
minority nationalities were demanding more autonomy or even 
independence for their regions. By the end of the 1980s, such 
demands brought about the final collapse of the Soviet system. 

THE NEW RUSSIA A new power struggle soon ensued within 
Russia, by far the largest of the former Soviet republics. Yelt
sin was committed to introdUCing a free market economy as 
quickly as possible, but the transition was not easy. Economic 
hardships and social disarray, made worse by a dramatic rise 
in the activities of organized crime mobs, led increasing num
bers of Russians to support both former Communists and 
hard-line nationalists who tried to place new limits on Yelt
sin's powers. Yeltsin fought back and pushed ahead with plans 
for a new Russian constitution that would abolish the Con
gress of People's Deputies, create a two-chamber parliament, 
and establish a strong presidency. A hard-line parliamentary 

Yeltsin Resists a Right-Wing Coup. 
In August 1991, the attempt of right-wing 
plotters to overthrow Mikhail Gorbachev 
and seize power in the Soviet Union was 
thwarted by the efforts of Boris Yeltsin, 
president of the Russian Republic, and 
his supporters. Yeltsin (holding papers) 
is shown here atop a tank in front of the 
Russian parliament building in Moscow, 
urging the Russian people to resist the 
conspirators. 

minority resisted and in early October 1993 took the offen
sive, urging their supporters to take over government offices. 
Yeltsin responded by ordering military forces to storm the 
parliament building and arrest his hard-line opponents. Yeltsin 
used his victory to consolidate his power in parliamentary 
elections held in December. 

During the mid-1990s, Yeltsin sought to implement 
reforms that would set Russia on a firm course toward a plu
ralistic political system and a market economy. But the new 
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post-Communist Rus
sia remained as frag
ile as ever. Growing 
economic inequality 
and rampant corrup
tion aroused wide
spread criticism and 
shook the confidence 
of the Russian people 
in the superiority of 
the capitalist system 
over the one that 
had existed under u 

------------------------@ Communist rule. A Chechyna 
nagging war in the 
Caucasus-where the Muslim people of Chechnya (CHECH
nee-uh) sought national independence from Russia-drained 
the government's budget and exposed the decrepit state of 
the once vaunted Red Army. Yeltsin won reelection as presi
dent in 1996, although his precarious health raised serious 
questions about his ability to govern. 

THE PUTIN ERA At the end of 1999, Yeltsin suddenly 
resigned and was replaced by Vladimir Putin (pOO-tin) 
(b . 1952), a former member of the KGB. Putin vowed to 
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strengthen the role of the central government in managing 
the affairs of state. During the succeeding months, the parlia
ment approved his proposal to centralize power in the hands 
of the federal government in Moscow. 

The new president also vowed to return the breakaway 
state of Chechnya to Russian authOrity and to adopt a more 
assertive role in international affairs. Fighting in Chechnya 
continued throughout 2000, nearly reducing the republic's 
capital city of Grozny (GRAWZ-nee) to ruins. In July 2001, 
Putin launched reforms, which included the unrestricted sale 
and purchase of land and tax cuts aimed at boosting economic 
growth and budget revenues. Although Russia soon experi
enced a budget surplus and a growing economy, serious 
problems remained. 

Putin attempted to deal with the chronic problems in Rus
sian society by centralizing his control over the system and by 
silencing critics-notably in the Russian media. Although he 
was criticized in the West for these moves, many Russians 
expressed sympathy with Putin's attempts to restore a sense 
of pride and discipline in Russian society. 

In 2008, Dmitry Medvedev (di-MEE-tree mehd-VYEH
dehf) (b. 1965) became president of Russia when Putin could 
not run for reelection under Russia's constitution. Instead, 
Putin became prime minister, and the two men shared power. 
In 2012, however, despite public protests, Putin was again 
elected president to a six-year term. 

Eastern Europe: The Revolutions 
of 1989 and the Collapse of the 
Communist Order 
Stalin's postwar order had imposed Communist regimes 
throughout Eastern Europe. The process of sovietization 
seemed so complete that few people 
believed that the new order could be 
undone. But discontent with their Soviet
style regimes always simmered beneath 
the surface of these satellite states, and 
after Mikhail Gorbachev made it clear 
that his government would not intervene 
militarily, the Communist regimes fell 
quickly in the revolutions of 1989. 

Lech Walrt!sa, the head of Solidarity, was chosen as the new 
Polish president. 

In Hungary, the economy had sagged by the late 1980s, 
and in 1989, the Communist regime, aware of growing dissat
isfaction, began to undertake reforms. But they came too late 
as new political parties called for Hungary to become a demo
cratic republic. After elections in March 1990, a new coalition 
government was formed that committed Hungary to demo
cratic government. 

Czechoslovakia, too, found a peaceful way to a new politi
cal system. Government attempts to suppress mass demon
strations in Prague and other cities in 1988 and 1989 only led 
to more and larger demonstrations. In December 1989, as 
demonstrations continued, the Communist government, lack
ing any real support, collapsed. President Gustav Husak 
reSigned and at the end of December was replaced by Vaclav 
Havel, a longtime dissident playwright who had played an im

portant role in bringing down the Communist government. 
Havel set out on a goodwill tour to various Western coun
tries where he proved to be an eloquent spokesman for 
Czech democracy and a new order in Europe (see the box on 
p. 933). 

Czechoslovakia's revolutionary path was considerably less 
violent than Romania's, where opposition grew as the dictator 
Nicolae Ceau~escu rejected the reforms in Eastern Europe 
promoted by Gorbachev. Ceau~escu's extreme measures to 
reduce Romania's external debt led to economic difficulties. 
Although he was successful in reducing foreign debt, the 
sharp drop in living standards that resulted from those hard
ship measures angered many Romanians. A small incident 
became the spark that ignited heretofore suppressed flames of 
discontent. The ruthless crushing of a demonstration in Timi
soara in December 1989 led to other mass demonstrations. 

THE FALL Martial law had not solved 
Poland's problems after it had been 
imposed in 1981 , and in 1988, new dem
onstrations led the Polish regime to agree 
to free parliamentary elections-the first 
free elections in Eastern Europe in forty 
years. Bowing to the inevitable, the mili
tary regime allowed the newly elected 
Solidarity coalition to form a new gov
ernment, thus ending forty-five years 
of Communist rule. The Soviet Union, in 
line with Gorbachev's new policy of non
intervention, also took no action to reverse 
the verdict in Poland. In December 1990, 

A Romanian Revolutionary. The revolt against Communist rule in Eastern Europe in 1989 
came last to Romania. It was also more violent as the government at first tried to stem the revolt 
by massacring demonstrators. This picture shows a young Romanian rebel waving the national 
flag with the Communist emblem cut out of the center. He is on a balcony overlooking the 
tanks, soldiers, and citizens filling Palace Square in Bucharest. 
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Vaclav Havel: The Call for a New Politics 

IN ATIEMPTING TO DEAL WITH the world's problems, 
some European leaders have pointed to the need for 

a new perspective, especially a moral one, if people 
are to live in a sane world . These two excerpts are 
taken from speeches by Vaclav Havel, who was elected 
president of Czechoslovakia at the end of 1989. The 
first is from his inaugural address as president on 
January 1, 1990; the second is from a speech given 

to the U.S. Congress. 

Vaclav Havel, Address to the People 
of Cuchoslovakia, January 1, 1990 

But all this is still not the main problem [the environmental 
devastation of the country by its Communist leaders]. 
The worst thing is that we live in a contaminated moral 
environment. We fell morally ill because we became used 
to saying something different from what we thought. We 
learned not to believe in anything, to ignore each other, to 
care only about ourselves. Concepts such as love, friendship, 
compassion, humility, or forgiveness lost their depth and 
dimensions, and for many of us they represented only 
psychological peculiarities, or they resembled gone-astray 
greetings from ancients, a little ridiculous in the era of 
computers and spaceships. Only a few of us were able 
to cry out loud that the powers that be should not be all
powerful, and that special farms, which produce ecologically 
pure and top-quality food just for them should send their 
produce to schools, children's homes and hospitals if our 
agriculture was unable to offer them to all. The previous 
regime-armed with its arrogant and intolerant ideology
reduced man to a force of production and nature to a 
tool of production. In this it attacked both their very 
substance and their mutual relationship. It reduced gifted 
and autonomous people, skillfully working in their own 
country, to nuts and bolts of some monstrously huge, 
noisy, and stinking machine, whose real meaning is not 
clear to anyone. 

Source: From The Washington Post, February 22, 1990, p. 28d. 

After the dictator was booed at a mass rally on December 21 , 

the army refused to support any more repression. Ceau~escu 
and his wife were captured on December 22 and tried and ex
ecuted on Christmas Day. Leadership now passed into the 
hands of the hastily formed National Salvation Front. 

AFTER THE FALL The fall of Communist governments in East
ern Europe during the revolutions of 1989 brought a wave of 
euphoria to Europe. The new structures meant an end to a 
postwar European order that had been imposed on unwilling 
peoples by the victorious forces of the Soviet Union. In 1989 

and 1990, new governments throughout Eastern Europe 
worked diligently to scrap the remnants of the old system and 

Vaclav Havel, Speech to Congress, 
Pebruary 21, 1990 

For this reason, the salvation of this human world lies 
nowhere else than in the human heart, in the human power 
to reflect, in human meekness and in human responsibility. 

Without a global revolution in the sphere of human 
consciousness, nothing will change for the better in the 
sphere of our being as humans, and the catastrophe toward 
which this world is headed-be it ecological, social, 
demographic or a general breakdown of civilization-will be 
unavoidable .. . . 

We are still a long way from that "family of man." 
In fact, we seem to be receding from the ideal rather than 
growing closer to it. Interests of all kinds-personal, selfish, 
state, nation, group, and if you like, company interests-still 
conSiderably outweigh genuinely common and global 
interests. Weare still under the sway of the destructive and 
vain belief that man is the pinnacle of creation and not just a 
part of it and that therefore everything is permitted . . .. 

In other words, we still don't know how to put morality 
ahead of politics, science and economics. We are still 
incapable of understanding that the only genuine backbone of 
all our actions, if they are to be moral, is responsibility. 

Responsibility to something higher than my family, my 
country, my company, my success-responsibility to the 
order of being where all our actions are indelibly recorded 
and where and only where they will be properly judged. 

The interpreter or mediator between us and this higher 
authority is what is traditionally referred to as human 
conscience. 

How different is Havel's view of politics from the 

views of mainstream politicians? What broader forces 
working in modern European society do you believe 
shaped Havel's thinking? How can Havel 's view of our 

common humanity and responsibility to conscience 
help revitalize Western civilization? 

introduce the democratic procedures and market systems they 
believed would revitalize their scarred lands. But this process 
proved to be neither simple nor easy. Most Eastern European 
countries had little or even no experience with democratic sys
tems. Then, too, ethnic divisions, which had troubled these 
areas before World War II and had been forcibly submerged 
under Communist rule, reemerged with a vengeance. Finally, 
the rapid conversion to market economies also proved painful. 
The adoption of "shock-therapy" austerity measures led to 
much suffering. Unemployment, for example, climbed above 
13 percent in Poland in 1992. 

Nevertheless, by the beginning of the twenty-first century, 
many of these states, especially Poland and the Czech Republic, 
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were making a successful transition to both free markets and de
mocracy. In Poland, Aleksander Kwasniewski (kwahsh-NYEF
skee) (b. 1954), although a former Communist, was elected 
president in November 1995 and pushed Poland toward an 
increasingly prosperous free market economy. His successor, 
Lech Kaczynski (LEK kuh-ZI N-skee) (1949-2010), emphasized 
the need to combine modernization with tradition. In July 2010, 
Bronislaw Komorowski (brah-NEE-swahf koh-mor-RAHV
skee) (b. 1952) was elected president to succeed Kaczynski, 
who had died in a plane crash in April. In Czechoslovakia, the 
shift to non-Communist rule was complicated by old problems, 
especially ethnic issues. Czechs and Slovaks disagreed over the 
makeup of the new state but were able to agree to a peaceful di
vision of the country. On January 1, 1993, Czechoslovakia split 
into the Czech Republic and Slovakia. Vaclav Havel was elected 
the first president of the new Czech Republic. In Romania, the 
current president, Traian Basescu (tri-YAHN buh-SES-koo) 
(b. 1951), leads a country that is just beginning to show 
economic growth and the rise of a middle class. 

The revival of the post-Cold War Eastern European states 
is evident in their desire to join NATO and the European 
Union (EU), the two major Cold War institutions of Western 
European unity. In 1997, Poland, the Czech Republic, and 
Hungary became members of NATO. In 2004, ten nations
including Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovenia, 
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania-joined the EU, Romania and 
Bulgaria joined in 2007, and Croatia joined in 2013. 

Yet not all are convinced that inclusion in European inte
gration is a good thing. Eastern Europeans fear that their 
countries will be dominated by investment from their pros
perous neighbors, while their counterparts in Western Europe 
are concerned about a possible influx of low-wage workers 
from the new member countries. The global financial crisis 
that began in 2008 also added to the economic problems of 
Eastern European countries. 

The Reunification of Germany 
Perhaps the most dramatic events took place in East Ger
many, where a persistent economic slump and the ongoing 
oppressiveness of the regime of Erich Honecker led to a flight 
of refugees and mass demonstrations against the regime in 
the summer and fall of 1989. After more than half a million 
people flooded the streets of East Berlin on November 4, 
shouting, "The wall must go!" the German Communist gov
ernment soon capitulated to popular pressure and on Novem
ber 9 opened the entire border with the West. Hundreds of 
thousands of Germans swarmed across the border, mostly to 

visit and return. The Berlin Wall, long a symbol of the Cold 
War, became the site of massive celebrations as thousands of 
people used sledgehammers to tear it down. By December, 
new political parties had emerged, and on March 18, 1990, in 
East Germany's first free elections ever, the Christian Demo
crats won almost 50 percent of the vote. 

And the Wall Came Tumbling Down. The Berlin Wall, long a symbol of Europe's Cold War divisions, 
became the site of massive celebrations after the East German government opened its border with the 
West. On November 11 , East German border guards demolished a section of the wall to create a new 
crossing point. As seen in this photograph, W est Germans celebrated the opening of the new crossing point. 
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The Christian Democrats supported rapid monetary uni
fication, and on July 1, 1990, the economies of West and 
East Germany were united, with the West German deut
sche mark becoming the official currency of the two coun
tries . And after months of political negotiations between 
West and East German officials as well as the original four 
postwar occupying powers (the United States, Great Brit
ain, France, and the Soviet Union), political reunification 
was achieved on October 3, 1990. What had seemed almost 
impossible at the beginning of 1989 had become a reality 
by the end of 1990. 

The Disintegration of Yugoslavia 
From its beginning in 1919, Yugoslavia had been an artificial 
creation. The peace treaties at the end of World War I com
bined Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes into a new south Slav 
state called Yugoslavia (known until 1929 as the Kingdom of 
the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes). After World War II, the 
dictatorial Marshal Tito had managed to hold the six repub
lics and two autonomous provinces that constituted Yugo
slavia together. After his death in 1980, no strong leader 
emerged, and his responsibilities passed to a collective state 
presidency and the League of Communists of Yugoslavia. 
At the end of the 1980s, Yugoslavia was caught up in the 
reform movements sweeping through Eastern Europe. The 
League of Communists collapsed, and new parties quickly 
emerged. 

The Yugoslav political scene was complicated by the devel
opment of separatist movements. In 1990, the republics of 
Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Macedonia began 
to lobby for a new federal structure of Yugoslavia that would 
fulfill their separatist desires. Slobodan Milosevic (sluh-BOH
dahn mi-LOH-suh-vich) (1941-2006), who had become the 
leader of the Serbian Communist Party in 1987 and had man
aged to stay in power by emphasizing his Serbian nationalism, 
rejected these efforts. He asserted that these republics could 
be independent only if new border arrangements were made 
to accommodate the Serb minorities in those republics who 
did not want to live outside the boundaries of a Greater Ser
bian state. Serbs constituted 11.6 percent of Croatia's popula
tion and 32 percent of Bosnia-Herzegovina's in 1991. 

After negotiations among the six republics failed, Slovenia 
and Croatia declared their independence in June 1991. 
MiloseviC's government sent the Yugoslavian army, which it 
controlled, into Slovenia, without much success. In September 
1991 , it began a full assault against Croatia. Increasingly, the 
Yugoslavian army was becoming the Serbian army, while Ser
bian irregular forces played a growing role in military opera
tions . Before a cease-fire was arranged, the Serbian forces had 
captured one-third of Croatia's territory in brutal and destruc
tive fighting. 

THE WAR IN BOSNIA The recognition of independent Bos
nia-Herzegovina, Slovenia, and Croatia by many European 
states and the United States early in 1992 did not stop the 
Serbs from tuming their guns on Bosnia. By mid-1993, Serbian 
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forces had acquired 70 percent of Bosnian territory (see the box 
on p. 936). The Serbian policy of ethnic cleansing-killing or 
forcibly removing Bosnian Muslims from their lands-revived 
memories of Nazi atrocities during World War II. This account 
by one Muslim survivor from the town of Srebrenica (sreb
bruh-NEET-suh) is eerily reminiscent of the activities of the 
Nazi Einsatzgrnppm (see Chapter 27): 

When the truck stopped, they told us to get off in groups of 

five. We immediately heard shooting next to the trucks . . . . 

About ten Serbs with automatic rifles told us to lie down on 

the ground face first . As we were getting down, they started 

to shoot, and I fell into a pile of corpses. I felt hot liquid run

ning down my face. I realized that I was only grazed. As they 

continued to shoot more groups, I kept on squeezing myself 

in between dead bodies 3 

Almost 8,000 men and boys were killed in the Serbian mas
sacre at Srebrenica. Nevertheless, despite worldwide outrage, 
European governments failed to take a decisive and forceful 
stand against these Serbian activities . By 1995, some 250,000 
Bosnians (mostly civilians) had been killed, and 2 million 
others were left homeless. 

Renewed offensives by mostly Muslim Bosnian govern
ment army forces and by the Croatian army regained consid
erable territory that had been lost to Serbian forces. Air 
strikes by NATO bombers , strongly advocated by U.S . presi
dent Bill Clinton, were launched in retaliation for Serb attacks 
on civilians and weakened the Serb military positions. All 
sides were now encouraged by the United States to end the 
war and met in Dayton, Ohio, in November 1995 for negotia
tions. A formal peace treaty was signed in Paris on December 
14 that split Bosnia into a loose union of a Serb republic (with 
49 percent of the land) and a Muslim-Croat federation (with 
51 percent of the land). NATO agreed to send a force of 
60,000 troops (20,000 American troops made up the largest 
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A Child's Account of the Shelling of Sarajevo 

WHEN BOSNIA DECLARED ITS INDEPENDENCE in March 1992, 

Serbian army units and groups of Bosnian Serbs went on the 
offensive and began to shell the capital city of Sarajevo. One 
of its residents was Ziata Filipovic (ZLAH-tuh fil-ih-POH-vich), 
the ten-year-old daughter of a middle-class lawyer. Ziata was 
a fan of MTV and pizza, but when the Serbs began to shell 
Sarajevo from the hills above the city, her life changed 
dramatically, as is apparent in this excerpt from her diary. 

Zlata Filipovic, Zlata's Diary, A Child's L~fe in 
Sarajevo 
April 3, 1992. Daddy came back ... all upset. He says there 
are terrible crowds at the train and bus stations. People are 
leaving Sarajevo. 

April 4, 1992. There aren't many people in the streets. I 
guess it's fear of the stories about Sarajevo being bombed. 
But there's no bombing .... 

April 5, 1992. I'm trying hard to concentrate so I can do my 
homework (reading), but I simply can't. Something is going 
on in town. You can hear gunfire from the hills. 

April 6, 1992. Now they're shooting from the Holiday Inn, 
killing people in front of the parliament .... Maybe we'll go to 
the cellar . . . . 

Source: From Z/ata's Diary by Ziata Filipovic, copyright © 1994 by Fixot et editions Robert Laffont. 

single contingent) to monitor the frontier between the new 
political entities (see Map 30.2). 

THE WAR IN KOSOVO Peace in Bosnia, however, did not 
bring peace to the remnants of Yugoslavia. A new war erupted 
in 1999 over Kosovo, which had been made an autonomous 
province within Yugoslavia in 1974. Kosovo's inhabitants were 
mainly ethnic Albanians who were allowed to keep their Alba
nian language. But Kosovo also had a Serbian minority who 
considered Kosovo sacred territory because it contained the site 
where the Ouoman Turks had defeated Serbian forces in the 
fourteenth century in a battle that became a defining moment 
in Serbian history (see Chapter 12). 

In 1989, Yugoslav president MiloseviC, who had become 
an ardent Serbian nationalist, stripped Kosovo of its autono
mous status and outlawed any official use of the Albanian lan
guage. In 1993, some groups of ethnic Albanians founded the 
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) and began a campaign against 
Serbian rule in Kosovo . When Serb forces began to massacre 
ethnic Albanians in an effort to crush the KLA, the United 
States and its NATO allies sought to arrange a settlement. Af
ter months of negotiations, the Kosovo Albanians agreed to a 
peace plan that would have given the ethnic Albanians in 
Kosovo broad autonomy for a three-year interim period. 
When Milosevic refused to sign the agreement, the United 

April 9, 1992. I'm not going to school. All the schools in 
Sarajevo are closed .... 

April 14, 1992. People are leaving Sarajevo. The airport, 
train and bus stations are packed . . . . 

April 18, 1992. There's shooting, shells are falling. This 
really is WAR. Mommy and Daddy are worried, they sit up 
late at night, talking. They're wondering what to do, but it's 
hard to know . . . . Mommy can't make up her mind-she's 
constantly in tears . She tries to hide it from me, but I see 
everything. 

April 21, 1992. It's horrible in Sarajevo today. Shells falling, 
people and children getting killed, shooting. We will probably 
spend the night in the cellar. 

April 26, 1992. We spent Thursday night with the Bobars 
again. The next day we had no electricity. We had no bread, 
so for the first time in her life Mommy baked some. 

April 28, 1992. SNIFFLE! Everybody has gone. I'm left with 
no friends. 

April 29, 1992. I'd write to you much more about the war 
if only I could. But I simply don't want to remember all these 
horrible things. 

Pi" How do you think Ziata Filipovic was able to deal with 
~ the new conditions in her life? 

States and its NATO allies began a bombing campaign that 
forced the Yugoslavian government into compliance. 

THE AFTERMATH Since 1991, Yugoslavia had been embroiled 
in an appalling and destructive war, largely caused by the poli
cies of Slobodan Milosevic. By 2000, the Serbian people had 
finally tired of the violence and in the fall elections ousted 
Milosevic from power. The new Serbian government under 
Vojislav Kostunica (VOY-slahv kawh-STOO-neet-suh) 
(b. 1944) moved quickly to cooperate with the international 
community and begin rebuilding the Serbian economy. On 
June 28, 2001, the Serbian government agreed to allow 
Milosevic to be put on trial by an international tribunal for 
crimes against humanity for his ethnic cleansing policies 
throughout Yugoslavia's disintegration. He died in prison in 
2006 before his trial could be completed. 

The fate of Bosnia and Kosovo has not yet been finally 
determined. Some 30,000 NATO troops remained in Bosnia 
for several years to keep the peace between the Serb republic 
and the Muslim-Croat federation. In 2004, about 7,000 troops 
from the European Union replaced the NATO contingent. 
More than thirty international organizations have been at 
work rebuilding schools, roads, and sewers. 

In Kosovo, NATO military forces were brought in to main
tain an uneasy peace, while United Nations officials worked to 
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MAP 30.2 The Lands of the 
Former Yugoslavia, 1995. By 
1991, resurgent nationa lism and 
the wave of independence 
sweeping across Europe overcame 
the forces that held Yugoslavia 
together. Declarations of 
independence by Slovenia, 
Croatia, and Bosnia-Herzegovina 
led to war with the Serbian
dominated rump Yugoslavia of 
Siobodan Mi losevic. 

What aspects of Slovenia's 
location help explain why its 
war of liberation was briefer 
and less bloody than others 
in the former Yugoslavia? 
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create democratic institutions and the European Union pro
vided funds for rebuilding the region's infrastructure. These 
efforts are ongoing but are complicated by the festering hatred 
between Kosovo Albanians and the remaining Serbs. 

The last political vestiges of Yugoslavia ceased to exist in 
2004 when the Kostunica government officially renamed the 
truncated country Serbia and Montenegro. Two years later, 
Montenegrins voted in favor of independence, and in 2008, 
Kosovo declared its independence as well. Thus, ninety years 
afrer Yugoslavia was cobbled together, all six of its constituent 
republics (Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia, Mac
edonia, and Montenegro) were once again independent 
nations, and a new one (Kosovo) had been born. 

Western Europe and the Search 
for Unity 
After the revolutions of 1989, Western Europe faced new po
litical possibilities and challenges. Germany was once again 
united, delighting the Germans but frightening their neigh
bors. At the same time, new opportunities for thinking of all 
of Europe as a political entity also emerged. Eastern Europe 
was no longer cut off from W estern Europe by the Iron Cur
tain of the Cold War. 

GERMANY RESTORED With the end of the Cold War, West 
Germany faced a new challenge. Chancellor Helmut Kohl 

had benefited greatly from an economic boom in the mid-
1980s. Gradually, however, discontent with the Christian 
Democrats increased, and by 1988, their political prospects 
seemed diminished. But unexpectedly, the 1989 revolution in 
East Germany led to the reunification of the two Germanies, 
leaving the new Germany, with its 79 million people, the 
leading power in Europe. Reunification, which was accom
plished during Kohl's administration and owed much to his 
efforts, brought rich political dividends to the Christian 
Democrats. In the first all-German federal election in 1990, 
Kohl's Christian Democrats won 44 percent of the vote, 
while their coalition parrners, the Free Democrats, received 
11 percent. 

But the excitement over reunification soon dissipated as 
new problems arose. All too soon, the realization set in that 
the revitalization of eastern Germany would take fa r more 
money than was originally thought, and Kohl's government 
was soon forced to face the politically undesirable task of 
raising taxes substantially. Moreover, the virtual collapse of 
the economy in eastern Germany led to extremely high lev
els of unemployment and severe discontent. One reason for 
the problem was the government's decision to establish a 1: 1 
ratio between the East and West German marks. This policy 
raised salaries for East German workers, but it increased 
labor costs and caused many companies to hire workers 
abroad. East Germans were also haunted by another mem
ory from their recent past. The opening of the files of the 
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DIRECTED BY FLORIAN HENCKEL VON D ONNERSMARCK, The Lives 
of Others, which won the Academy Award for Best Foreign 

Film, is a German film (Das Leben der Anderen) that 

brilliantly re-creates the depressing debilitation of East 

German society under its Commun ist regime, and especia lly 
the Stasi, the secret police. 

Georg Dreyman (Sebastian Koch) is a successful p laywright 

in East Germany. Although he is a dedicated socialist who has 

not offended the authorities, they try to determine whether 
he is completely loyal by wiretapping his apartment, where 

he lives with his girlfriend, Christa Sieland (Martina Gedeck), 

an actress in some of Dreyman's plays. Captain Gerd 

Wiesler (Ulrich Muhe) of the Stasi takes charge of the spying 

operation. He is the epitome of the perfect functionary-a 

cold, calculating, dedicated professional who is convinced he 

is building a better society and is only too eager to fight the 

"enemies of socialism." But in the course of listening to the 
everyday details of Dreyman's life, Wiesler begins to develop 

a conscience and becomes sympathetic toward the writer. 
After a close friend of Dreyman's commits suicide, 

Dreyman turns against the Communist regime and writes 

an article about the alarming number of suicides in East 

Germany for Der Spiegel, a West German magazine. 

Lieutenant Colonel Grubitz (Ulrich Tukurl, Wiesler's boss, 
suspects that Dreyman is the author. His girlfriend is 

brought in for questioning and provides some damning 
information about Dreyman's involvement. Horrified by 

what she has done, she commits suicide, but Wiesler, 

who is now determined to save Dreyman, fudges his 

reports and protects him from being arrested. Wiesler's 

boss suspects what W iesler has done and demotes him. 
The film ends after the fall of the Berlin Wall when the 

new German government opens the Stasi files. When 
Dreyman reads his file, he realizes how Wiesler saved 

him and writes a book dedicated to him. 

The film brilliantly depicts the stif li ng atmosphere of 

East Germany under Communist ru le. The Stasi had about 

90,000 employees but also recruited a network of hundreds 

secret police (the Stasi) showed that millions of East Ger
mans had spied on their neighbors and colleagues, and even 
their spouses and parents, during the Communist era (see 
the Film & History feature above). A few senior Stasi 
officials were put on trial for their past actions, but many 
Germans preferred simply to close the door on an unhappy 
period in their lives. 

As the century neared its close, then, Germans struggled 
to cope with the challenge of building a new, united nation. 
To reduce the debt incurred because of economic reconstruc
tion in the east, the government threatened to cut back on 

of thousands of informers who submitted secret reports on 

their friends, family, bosses, and coworkers. Some volunteered 

the information, but as the film makes clear, others were 
bribed or blackmai led into working with the authorities. As the 

movie demonstrates, the Stasi were experts at wiretapping 

dwell ings and compi ling detai led written reports about what 

they heard, including conversations, arguments, jokes, and 

even sexual activities. Ironically, Ulrich Muhe, who plays 
Captain Wiesler in the film, was an East German who himself 

had been spied on by the Stasi. 

The Lives of Others has been praised by East Germans for 

accurately depicting the drab environment of their country 

and the ro le of the Stasi in fostering a society ridd led by 

secrecy, fear, and the abuse of power. The dangers of 

governments that monitor their citizens are apparent and 

quite re levant in an age of Patriot Acts designed to fight 
terrorism. The police state is revealed for what it is, a soulless 

and hollow world with no redeeming features or va lues. 

Georg Dreyman (Sebastian Koch) examines his Stasi files. 

many of the social benefits West Germans had long been ac
customed to receiving. This in turn sharpened resentments 
that were already beginning to emerge between western and 
eastern Germany. 

In 1998, voters took out their frustrations at the ballot box. 
Helmut Kohl's conservative coalition was defeated in new elec
tions, and a new prime minister, Social Democrat Gerhard 
Schroder (GAYR-hahrt SHRUR-duh) (b. 1944), came into 
office. But Schroder had little success at solving Germany's eco
nomic woes, and as a result of elections in 2005, Angela Merkel 
(AHNG-uh-Iuh MERK-uhl) (b. 1954), leader of the Christian 
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Democrats, became the first female chancellor in German his
tory. Merkel pursued health care reform and new energy poli
cies at home while playing a leading role in the affairs of the 
European Union. After new elections in 2009, she began a sec
ond term as Germany's chancellor and has led the EU nations 
in attempting to solve the financial problems of several EU 
members including Greece, Italy, Spain, and Portugal. 

POST-THATCHER BRITAIN While Margaret Thatcher domi
nated British politics in the 1980s, the Labour Party, beset by 
divisions between its moderate and radical wings, offered lit
tle effective opposition. Only in 1990 did Labour's fortunes 
seem to revive when Thatcher's government attempted to 
replace local property taxes with a flat-rate tax payable by ev
ery adult to a local authority. Though Thatcher maintained 
that this would make local government more responsive to its 
electors, many argued that this was nothing more than a poll 
tax that would enable the rich to pay the same rate as the 
poor. In 1990, after antitax riots broke out, Thatcher's once 
remarkable popularity fell to an all-time low. At the end of 
November, a revolt within her own party caused Thatcher to 
resign as Britain's longest-serving prime minister. She was 
replaced by John Major, whose Conservative Party won a nar
row victory in the general elections held in April 1992. His 
government, however, failed to capture the imagination of 
most Britons. 

In new elections on May 1, 1997, the Labour Party won 
a landslide victory. The new prime minister, Tony Blair 
(b. 1953), was a moderate whose youthful energy imme
diately instilled new vigor into the political scene. Adopting 
centrist policies reminiscent of those followed by President 
Bill Clinton in the United States (see "The United States: 
Move to the Center" later in this chapter), his party domi
nated the political arena into the new century. Blair was one 
of the prominent leaders in forming an international coalition 
against terrorism after the terrorist attack on the United States 
in 2001. Three years later, however, his support of the U.S. 
war in Iraq, when a majority of Britons opposed it, caused his 
popularity to plummet, although the failure of the Conserva
tive Party to field a popular candidate kept him in power until 
the summer of 2007, when he stepped down and allowed the 
new Labour leader Gordon Brown (b . 1951) to become prime 
minister. Elections held in early May 2010 were inconclusive: 
the Conservatives won the largest number of seats in Parlia
ment but were twenty short of a majority. When Brown 
resigned a few days after the elections, Conservative David 
Cameron (b. 1966) became prime minister on the basis of a 
coalition with the Liberal Democrats . 

FRANCE: RIGHT AND LEFT Although Fran<;ois Mitterrand 
was able to win a second term as president in 1988, France's 
economic decline continued. In 1993 , French unemployment 
stood at 10.6 percent, and in the elections in March of that 
year, the Socialists won only 28 percent of the vote as a coali
tion of conservative parties gained 80 percent of the seats in 
the National Assembly. The move to the right in France was 
strengthened when the conservative mayor of Paris, Jacques 

Chirac (ZHAHK shee-RAK) (b. 1932), was elected president 
in 1995 and reelected in 2002. 

By 1995, resentment against foreign-born residents had 
become a growing political reality. Spurred by rising rates of 
unemployment and large numbers of immigrants from North 
Africa (often identified in the public mind with terrorist 
actions committed by militant groups based in the Middle 
East), many French voters advocated restrictions on all new 
immigration. Chirac himself pursued a plan of sending illegal 
immigrants back to their home countries . He said, "France 
cannot accept all of the wretched of the earth" (see the box 
on p. 878). 

In the fall of 2005, however, antiforeign sentiment pro
voked a backlash of its own, as young Muslims in the 
crowded suburbs of Paris rioted against dismal living condi
tions and the lack of employment opportunities for foreign 
residents in France. After the riots subsided, government offi
cials promised to adopt measures to respond to the com
plaints, but tensions between the Muslim community and the 
remainder of the French population have become a chronic 
source of social unrest throughout the country-an unrest 
that Nicolas Sarkozy (nee-koh l-AH sar-koh-ZEE) (b. 1955), 
elected as president in 2007, promised to address but without 
much success. 

Growing concern over the European debt crisis (see "The 
End of Excess" later in the chapter) and Europe's financial 
problems led the French to move to the left and elect Socialist 
candidate Fran<;ois Hollande (frahn-SWAH oh-LAHN) 
(b. 1954) as president on May 6, 2012. Hollande has vowed to 
raise taxes on the wealthy, regulate banks, and address the 
economic crisis. 

CORRUPTION IN ITALY Corruption has continued to trouble 
Italian politics. In 1993, hundreds of politicians and business 
leaders were under investigation for their involvement in a 
widespread scheme to use political bribes to secure public 
contracts. Public disgust with political corruption became so 
intense that in April 1996, Italian voters took the unusual step 
of giving control of the government to a center-left coalition 
that included the Communists. In recent years, Silvio Berlus
coni (SEEL-vee-oh bayr-Ioo-SKOH-nee) (b. 1936), owner 
of a media empire, has dominated Italian politics, even 
though he became a politician primarily in order to protect 
his own business interests. Although he lost to Socialist 
Romano Prodi (roh-MAH-noh PRO H-dee) (b. 1939) in a 
close election in 2006, Berlusconi again became prime minis
ter after new elections in 2008, only to resign in 2011 . In the 
wake of the European economic crises, Italy faced severe eco
nomic shortfalls and chose the Italian economist Mario Monti 
(MAHR-yoh MAWN-tee) (b. 1943) to replace Berlusconi. In 
his first six weeks in office, Monti passed new legislation that 
raised the retirement age, increased property taxes, and sim
plified the tax code. His efforts at reform proved socially and 
politically unpopular, however, and he resigned as prime min
ister at the end of 2012. Elections in 2013 led to the formation 
of a coalition government under Enrico Letta (b . 1966), a 
center-left politician. 
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With the adclition of Austria, Finland, and Sweden in 1995, 
the European Community (EC) had grown to fifteen mem
bers. The EC was primarily an economic union, not a political 
one. By 2000, it contained 370 million people and constituted 
the world's largest single trading entity, transacting one-fourth 
of the world's commerce. In 1986, the EC had created the Sin
gle Europe Act, which had opened the door by 1992 to a truly 
united internal market, thereby eliminating all barriers to the 
exchange of people, goods, services, and capital. This was fol
lowed by a proposal for a monetary union and a common 
currency. The Treaty on European Union (also called the 
Maastricht Treaty after the dty in the Netherlands where the 
agreement was reached) represented an attempt to create a 
true economic and monetary union of all EC members. On 
January 1, 1994, the EC renamed itself the European Union 
(EU). One of its first goals was to introduce a common cur
rency, called the euro, adopted by twelve EU nations early in 
1999. On June 1, 1999, a European Central Bank was created, 
and as of January 2013, the euro had officially replaced seven
teen national currencies. The euro serves approximately 327 
million people and has become the world's second largest 
reserve currency after the U.S . dollar. 

A major crisis for the euro emerged in 2010, when 
Greece's burgeoning public debt threatened the bankruptcy 
of that country as well as financial difficulties for many Euro
pean banks. To avoid financial disaster, other EU members, 
led by Germany, labored to put together a financial rescue 
plan for Greece (see "The End of Excess" later in this chap
ter). Subsequently, other countries in the eurozone including 
Italy, Spain, Portugal, and Cyprus also experienced financial 
problems. 

GOALS In addition to having a single internal market for its 
members and a common currency, the European Union also 
established a common agricultural policy, under which subsi
dies are provided to farmers to enable them to sell their goods 

competitively on the world market. The policy also provides 
aid to the ED's poorest regions as well as subsiclies for job 
training, education, and modernization. The end of national 
passports gave millions of Europeans greater flexibility in 
travel. 

The EU has been less successful in setting common foreign 
policy goals, primarily because individual nations still see for
eign policy as a national prerogative and are reluctant to give 
it up to an overriding institution. Although EU foreign minis
ters meet perioclically, they usually do not draw up a uniform 
policy. Nevertheless, the EU did create a military force of 
60,000, to be used chiefly for humanitarian and peacekeeping 
purposes. Indeed, the focus of the EU is on peaceful conflict 
resolution, not making war. 

In 2009, the EU ratified the Lisbon Treaty, which created a 
full-time presidential post and a new voting system that 
reflects the size of each country's population. It also provided 
more power for the European Parliament in an effort to pro
mote the ED's foreign policy goals. 

PROBLEMS As successful as the European Union has been, 
problems still exist. Europeans are often divided on the 
EU. Some oppose it because the official representatives of 
the EU are not democratically accountable to the people. 
Moreover, many Europeans do not regard themselves as 
"Europeans" but remain committed to a national identity. 
The European economic crisis has also exposed the weak
ness of the EU. The adoption of the euro removed trade 
barriers, but the countries that use the euro do not have a 
unified monetary policy. The European Central Bank does 
not serve all nations equally, as the Governing Council and 
the Executive Board make decisions communally, and 
members tend to vote in favor of national interests instead 
of pro-European interests. Europeans will need to unify 
politically to solve their economic problems. Despite these 
problems, a majority- although not a large one- of the 
members remain committed to the EU. 

TOWARD A UNITED EUROPE At the beginning of the 
twenty-first century, the EU established a new goal: to incor
porate into the union the states of eastern and southeastern 
Europe. Many of these states are considerably poorer than 
the older members, which raised the possibility that adding 
these nations might weaken the EU itself. To lessen the dan
ger, EU members established a set of qualifications that 
require a candidate for membership to demonstrate a com
mitment both to market capitalism and to democracy, 
including not only the rule of law but also respect for minor
ities and human rights . Hence, joining the EU might well 
add to the stability of these nations and transform the dream 
of a united Europe into a reality. In May 2004, the EU 
took the plunge and added ten new members: Cyprus, the 
Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, 
Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia. Their addition enlarged the 
population of the EU to 455 million people. In January 2007, 
the EU expanded again as Bulgaria and Romania joined the 
union and in July 2013, Croatia joined (see Map 30.3). 
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MAP 30.3 European Union, 2013. Beginning in 1967 as the European Economic Community, also 
known as the Common Market, the union of European states seeking to integrate their economies has 
gradually grown from six members to twenty-eight in 2013. By 2002, the European Union had 
achieved two major goals-the creation of a single internal market and a common currency-although 
it has been less successful at working toward common political and foreign policy goals. 

~ What additional nations do you think will eventually join the European Union? 

The United States: Move to the 
Center 
After twelve years of Republican administrations, the Demo
cratic Party captured the U.S. presidency in the elections in 
November 1992. The inability of George H. W . Bush (b. 1924), 

Ronald Reagan's successor, to deal with the deficit problem, as 
well as an economic downturn, enabled Democrat Bill Clinton 
(b. 1946) to become president. The new president was a south
erner who claimed to be a "new Democrat"-one who favored 
fiscal responsibility and a more conservative social agenda-a 
clear indication that the rightward drift in American politics 
had not been reversed by his victory. During his first term 
in office, Clinton reduced the budget deficit and signed a bill 
turning the welfare program back to the states while pushing 
measures to provide job opportunities for those Americans 
removed from the welfare rolls. By seizing the center of the 
American political agenda, Clinton was able to win reelection 
in 1996, although the Republican Party now held a majority in 
both houses of Congress. 

Clinton's political fortunes were helped considerably by a 
lengthy economic revival. At the same time, a steady reduction 
in the annual government budget deficit strengthened confi
dence in the performance of the national economy. Much of 
Clinton's second term, however, was overshadowed by charges 
of presidential misconduct stemming from the president's affair 
with a White House intern. After a bitter partisan struggle, the 
U.S. Senate acquitted the president on two articles of impeach
ment brought by the House of Representatives. But Clinton's 
problems helped the Republican candidate, George W. Bush 
(b . 1946), win the presidential election in 2000. Although Bush 
lost the popular vote to Al Gore, he narrowly won the elec
toral vote after a highly controversial victory in the state of 
Florida decided ultimately by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

The first four years of Bush's administration were largely 
occupied with the war on terrorism and the U.S.-led war on 
Iraq. The Department of Homeland Security was established 
after the 2001 terrorist assaults to help protect the United 
States from future terrorist acts . At the same time, Bush 
pushed tax cuts through Congress that mainly favored the 
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wealthy and helped produce record deficits reminiscent of the 
Reagan years. Environmentalists were especially dismrbed by 
the Bush administration's efforts to weaken environmental 
laws and impose regulations to benefit American corpora
tions. In November 2004, after a highly negative political cam
paign, Bush was narrowly elected to a second term. From 
2005 to 2007, Bush's popularity plummeted drastically as dis
content grew over the Iraq War and financial corruption in 
the Republican Party, as well as the administration's poor 
handling of relief efforts after Hurricane Katrina. 

The many failures of the Bush administration led to the 
lowest approval ratings for a modem president and opened 
the door for a dramatic change in American politics. The new 
and often inspiring voice of Barack Obama (b. 1961 ), who 
campaigned on a platform of change "we can believe in" and 
ending the war in Iraq, resulted in an overwhelming Demo
cratic victory in the elections of 2008. The Democrats were 
also aided by the dramatic collapse of the American financial 
system in the fall of 2008. Obama moved quickly in 2009 to 
deal with the worst economic recession since the Great 
Depression. At the same time, Obama persuaded Congress to 
pass a sweeping health care bill to provide most Americans 
with medical insurance and to enact legislation aimed at regu
lating the financial instimtions that had helped bring about 
the financial crisis. He also emphasized the need to combat 
global warming and the decline in the educational system. 
Obama was reelected for a second term in the fall of 2012. 

Contemporary Canada 
The government of Brian Mulroney, who came to power in 
1984, sought greater privatization of Canada's state-run cor
porations and negotiated a free trade agreement with the 
United States. Bitterly resented by many Canadians, the 
agreement cost Mulroney's government much of its popular
ity. In 1993, the ruling Conservatives were overwhelmingly 
defeated, and the Liberal leader, Jean Chretien (ZHAH N H 
kray-TEN) (b. 1934), became prime minister. Chretien's 
conservative fiscal policies, combined with strong economic 
growth, enabled his government to have a budgetary surplus 
by the late 1990s and led to another Liberal victory in the 
elections of 1997. Charges of widespread financial corruption 
in the government, however, led to a Conservative victory 
early in 2006, and Stephen Harper (b. 1959) became the new 
prime minister. 

Mulroney's government had been 
unable to settle the ongoing crisis over 
the French-speaking province of Quebec. 
In the late 1960s, the Parti Quebecois 
(par-TEE kay-bek-KWA), headed by 
Rene Levesque (ruh-NAY luh-VEK), ran 
on a platform of Quebec's secession 
from the Canadian union. To pursue 
their dream of separation, some under
ground separatist groups even resorted 
to terrorist bombings. In 1976, the Parti 
Quebecois won Quebec's provincial 

o 

Quebec 

elections and in 1980 called for a referendum that would en
able the provincial government to negotiate Quebec's inde
pendence from the rest of Canada. Quebec voters narrowly 
rejected the plan in 1995, however, and debate over the prov
ince's stams continues to divide Canada. 

After the Cold War: New World 
Order or Age of Terrorism? 

~ 
FOCUS QUESTIONS: How and why did the Cold 
War end? What are the main issues in the struggle with 
terrorism? 

Even before the collapse of the Soviet Union, there had been 
tantalizing signs of a thaw in the Cold War. China and the 
United States had decided in 1979 to establish mumal diplo
matic relations, a consequence of Beijing's decision to focus 
on domestic reform and stop supporting wars of national lib
eration in Asia. Six years later, the ascent of Mikhail Gorba
chev to leadership, culminating in the demise of the Soviet 
Union in 1991, brought a final end to almost half a cenmry of 
bitter rivalry between the world's two superpowers. 

The End of the Cold War 
The accession of Mikhail Gorbachev to power in the Soviet 
Union in 1985 evenmally brought a dramatic end to the Cold 
War. Gorbachev was willing to rethink many of the funda
mental assumptions underlying Soviet foreign policy, and his 
"New Thinking," as it was called, opened the door to a series 
of smnning changes. For one, Gorbachev initiated a plan for 
arms limitation that led in 1987 to an agreement with the 
United States to eliminate intermediate-range nuclear weap
ons (the INF Treaty). Both sides had incentives to dampen 
the expensive arms race. Gorbachev hoped to make extensive 
economic and internal reforms, and the United States had seri
ous deficit problems. During the Reagan years, the United 
States had moved from being a creditor nation to being the 
world's biggest debtor nation. By 1990, both countries were 
becoming aware that their large military budgets made it diffi
cult for them to solve their serious social problems. 

The years 1989 and 1990 were a crucial period in the end
ing of the Cold War. As described earlier, the postwar settle

At /aI/ ti c 

ments came unsmck as a mostly peaceful 
revolutionary upheaval swept through 
Eastern Europe. Gorbachev's policy of 
allowing greater autonomy for the Com
munist regimes of Eastern Europe meant 
that the Soviet Union would no longer mil
itarily support Communist governments 
that faced internal revolt. The unwilling
ness of the Soviet regime to use force to 
maintain the stams quo, as it had in Hun
gary in 1956 and in Czechoslovakia in 1968, 
opened the door to the overthrow of the 
Communist regimes. The reunification of 
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Kuwait before the war began, overall the Soviets 
played a minor role in the crisis and supported the 
American action. By the end of 1991, the Soviet 
Union had disintegrated, making any renewal of 
global rivalry between the superpowers impossible 
and leaving the United States as the world's leading 
military power. With the end of superpower rivalry 
and the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 , atten
tion focused on the new post-Cold War era. Many 
observers were optimistic. U.S. president George 
H. W . Bush looked forward to a new era of peace 
and international cooperation that he called the 
"new world order." Others predicted the beginning 
of a new "American century," characterized by the 
victory of liberal democratic values and free market 
capitalism. 

But the voices of optimism began to fade as it 
became clear that forces were now being released 
that had long been held in check by the ideological 
rigidities of the Cold War. The age of conflict that 
had long characterized the twentieth century had 
not ended but was simply taking a different form. 

This was soon apparent around the world. In 
Southeast Asia, even before the end of the Cold 
War, former allies in China, Vietnam, and Cambo
dia turned on each other in a conflict that joined 
territorial ambitions with deep-seated historical sus
picions based on the memory of past conflicts. The 
pattern was repeated elsewhere: in Africa, where 
several nations erupted into civil war during the 
late 1980s and 1990s; in the Balkans, where Yugo
slavia broke apart in a bitter conflict not yet com
pletely resolved; and in the Middle East, where 
disputes in Palestine and the Persian Gulf have 
grown in strength and erupted into open war. 

Reagan and Gorbachev. The willingness of Mikhail Gorbachev and Ronald 
Reagan to dampen the arms race was a significant factor in ending the Cold 
War confrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union. Reagan 
and Gorbachev are shown here standing before Saint Basil 's Cathedral during 
Reagan's visit to Moscow in 1988. 

An Age of Terrorism? 
Acts of terror by individuals and groups opposed to 
governments have become a frightening aspect of 
modem Western society and indeed of all the 
world. In 1996, President Clinton called terrorism 

Germany on October 3, 1990, marked the end of one of the 
most prominent legacies of the Cold War. 

The Persian Gulf W ar provided the first major opportunity 
for testing the new relationship between the United States 
and the Soviet Union in the post- Cold W ar era. In early Au
gust 1990, Iraqi military forces suddenly occupied the small 
neighboring country of Kuwait, in the northeastern comer of 
the Arabian peninsula at the head of the Persian Gulf. The 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait sparked an international outcry, and 
an international force led by the United States liberated Ku
wait and destroyed a substantial part of Iraq's armed forces in 
the early months of 1991. The Gulf War was the first impor
tant military conflict in the post-Cold W ar period. Although 
Gorbachev tried to persuade Iraq to withdraw its forces from 

"the enemy of our generation," and since the end 
of Cold War, it has often seemed as though terrorism has 
replaced communism as the West's number one enemy. Al
ready during the late 1970s and 1980s, concern about terror
ism was often at the top of foreign policy agendas in the 
United States and many European countries. Small bands of 
terrorists used assassination, the taking of hostages, the hijack
ing of airplanes, and indiscriminate killing of civilians , espe
cially by bombing, to draw attention to their demands or 
to destabilize governments in the hope of achieving their 
political goals. Terrorist acts garnered considerable media 
attention. When Palestinian terrorists kidnapped and killed 
eleven Israeli athletes at the Munich Olympic Games in 1972, 
hundreds of millions of people watched the drama unfold on 
television. 
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Motivations for terrorist acts varied considerably. Left- and 
right-wing terrorist groups flourished in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s. Left-wing groups, such as the Baader-Meinhof 
(BAH-durr-MYN-huff) gang (also known as the Red Army 
Faction) in Germany and the Red Brigades in Italy, consisted 
chiefly of affluent middle-class young people who denounced 
the injustices of capitalism and supported acts of revolution
ary terrorism in an attempt to bring down the system. Right
wing terrorist groups, such as the New Order in Italy and the 
Charles Martel Club in France, used bombings to foment dis
order and bring about authoritarian regimes. These groups 
received little or no public support, and authorities succeeded 
in crushing them fairly quickly. 

But terrorist acts also stemmed from militant nationalists 
who wished to create separatist states. Because they received 
considerable support from local populations sympathetic to 
their cause, these terrorist groups could maintain their activ
ities over a long period of time. Most prominent was the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), which resorted to vicious attacks 
against the ruling government and innocent civilians in North
ern Ireland. Over a period of twenty years, IRA terrorists 
were responsible for the deaths of two thousand people in 
Northern Ireland; three-fourths of the victims were civilians. 

Although left- and right-wing terrorist activities declined in 
Europe in the 1980s, international terrorism remained com
monplace. Angered by the loss of their territory to Israel in 
1967, some militant Palestinians responded with terrorist 
attacks against Israel's supporters. Palestinian terrorists oper
ated throughout European countries, attacking both Europeans 
and American tourists; Palestinian terrorists massacred vaca
tioners at airports in Rome and Vienna in 1985. State-sponsored 
terrorism was often an integral part of international terrorism. 
Militant governments, especially in Iran, Libya, and Syria, 
assisted terrorist organizations that made attacks on Europeans 
and Americans. On December 21, 1988, Pan American flight 
103 from Frankfurt to New York exploded over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, killing all 258 passengers and crew members. A mas
sive investigation finally revealed that two Libyan terrorists 
who were connected to terrorist groups based in Iran and Syria 
planted the bomb responsible for the explosion. 

Terrorist Attack on the United States 
One of the most destructive acts of terrorism occurred on 
September 11 , 2001, in the United States. Four groups of ter
rorists hijacked four commercial jet airplanes after takeoff 
from Boston, Newark, and Washington, D.C. The hijackers 
flew two of the airplanes directly into the towers of the 
World Trade Center in New York City, causing these build
ings, as well as a number of surrounding buildings, to col
lapse. A third hijacked plane slammed into the Pentagon near 
Washington, D.C. The fourth plane, believed to be headed 
for Washington, crashed instead in an isolated area of Penn
sylvania, apparently as the result of an attempt by a group of 
heroic passengers to overcome the hijackers . In total, nearly 
three thousand people were killed, including everyone aboard 
the four airliners. 

Terrorist Attack on the World Trade Center in New York City. 
On September 11 , 2001 , hijackers flew two commerdaljetliners into tbe 
twin towers of the World Trade Center. The photograph shows tbe 
second of tbe two jetliners about to hit one of tbe towers while smoke 
billows from the site of tbe first attack. 

These coordinated acts of terror were carried out by 
hijackers connected to an international terrorist organization 
known as al-Qaeda ("the Base"), run by Osama bin Laden 
(1957-2011 ). A native of Saudi Arabia, bin Laden used an 
inherited fortune to set up terrorist training camps in Afghani
stan, under the protection of the nation's militant fundamen
talist Islamic rulers known as the Taliban. On May 2, 2011, 
U.S. Navy SEALS killed Bin Laden in the compound where 
he was living in Abbotabad, Pakistan. 

WAR IN AFGHANISTAN U.S. president George W. Bush 
vowed to wage a lengthy war on terrorism and worked to 
create a coalition of nations to assist in ridding the world of 
al-Qaeda and other terrorist groups. In October 2001, United 
States and NATO air forces began bombing Taliban-con
trolled command centers, airfields, and al-Qaeda hiding places 
in Afghanistan. On the ground, Afghan forces opposed to the 
Taliban, assisted by U.S. special forces, pushed the Taliban 
out of the capital city of Kabul and seized control of nearly all 
of the country by the end of November. A multi ethnic gov
ernment was installed but faced problems as a result of 
renewed Taliban activity after the United States began to 
focus much of its military attention on the war in Iraq. In 
2009, President Obama sent an additional 30,000 troops to 
deal with the deteriorating situation in Afghanistan. After the 
death of bin Laden, Obama announced that he would with
draw U.S. troops from Afghanistan beginning in the summer 
of 2011. By the autumn of 2012, the additional 30,000 troops 
sent earlier had returned home. 
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WAR IN IRAQ. In 2002, President George W . Bush, charging 
that Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein (1937-2006) had not only 
provided support to bin Laden's terrorist organization but also 
sought to develop weapons of mass destruction, threatened to 
invade Iraq and remove him from power. Both claims were 
widely doubted by other member states at the United 
Nations. As a result, the United States was forced to attack 
Iraq with little world support. Moreover, the plan to attack 
upset many Arab leaders and fanned anti-American sentiment 
throughout the Muslim world. 

In March 2003 , a largely American-led army invaded Iraq. 
The Iraqi army was quickly defeated, and in the months that 
followed, occupation forces sought to restore stabiliry to the 
country while setting forth plans to lay the foundations of a 
future democratic sociery. But although Saddam Hussein 
was later captured by U.S. troops , Saddam's supporters, for
eign terrorists, and Islamic militants continued to battle the 
American-led forces. 

American efforts focused on training an Iraqi military force 
capable of defeating the insurgents and establishing an Iraqi 
government that could hold free elections and create a de
mocracy. Establishing a new government was difficult, how
ever, because of the differences among the three major 
groups in Iraqi sociery: Shi'ite Muslims, Sunni Muslims, and 
ethnic Kurds. Although a new Iraqi government came into 
being, it has had great difficulry establishing a unified state. 
By 2006, violence had increased dramatically, and Iraq seemed 
to be descending into a widespread civil war, especially 
berween the Shi'ites, who control southern Iraq, and the Sun
nis, who control central Iraq. An increase in American troops 
in 2007 helped stabilize conditions within a year. The U.S. 
and Iraqi governments then agreed to a complete withdrawal 
of American troops by 2011, a goal that was achieved by the 
Obama administration in December 2011 . 

The West and Islam 
One of the major sources of terrorist acttvlry against the 
West, especially the United States, has come from some 
parts of the Muslim world. No doubt, the ongoing Israeli
Palestinian conflict, in which the United States has stead
fastly supported Israel, helped give rise to anti-Western and 
especially anti-U.S. feeling among many Muslims. In 1979, a 
revolution in Iran that led to the overthrow of the shah and 
the creation of a new Islamic government led by Ayatollah 
Khomeini, also fed anti-Western sentiment. In the eyes of 
the ayatollah and his followers, the United States was the 
"great Satan," the powerful protector of Israel, and the 
enemy of Muslim peoples everywhere. Furthermore, the 
United States was blamed for the corruption of Iranian soci
ery under the shah. 

The involvement of the United States in the liberation of 
Kuwait in the Persian Gulf War in 1991 also had unexpected 
consequences in the relationship of Islam and the West. Dur
ing that war, U.S. forces were stationed in Saudi Arabia, the 
location of many sacred Islamic sites. The presence of Ameri
can forces was considered an affront to Islam by anti-Western 

Islamic groups, especially that of Osama bin Laden and his fol
lowers. These anti-Western attitudes came to be shared by a 
number of radical Islamic groups, as is evident in the 2003 
bombing in Madrid and the 2005 bombing on subway trains 
in London. 

The U.S. attack on Iraq in 2003 further inflamed some Is
lamic groups against the West. Although there was no evi
dence of a relationship berween al-Qaeda terrorists and the 
regime of Saddam Hussein, the United States used this claim 
as one of the excuses to launch a preemptive war against Iraq. 
Although many Iraqis welcomed the overthrow of Saddam, 
the deaths of innocent civilians and the torturing of prisoners 
by American soldiers in prisons in Iraq served to deepen anti
American sentiment in the Muslim world. 

New Directions and New 
Problems in Western Society 

tI FOCUS QUESTION: What are the major 
developments in the women's movement since 1985, and 
what problems have immigrants created for European 
sociery? 

Dramatic social developments have accompanied political 
and economic changes since 1985. New opportunities for 
women have emerged, and a reinvigorated women's move
ment has sought to bring new meaning to the principle of 
equaliry with men. New problems for Western sociery have 
also arisen with a growing reaction against foreign workers 
and immigrants. 

Transformation in Women's Lives 
It is estimated that parents need to average 2.1 children to 
ensure a natural replacement of a country's population. In 
many European countties, the population stopped growing in 
the 1960s, and the trend has continued since then. By the 
1990s, birthrates were down drastically; among the nations of 
the European Union, the average number of children per 
mother was 1.4. Although the EU rate had risen somewhat to 
1.59 by 2009, it remained well below the replacement rate . In 
2011, Germany and Spain both had a rate of only 1.36. 

At the same time, the number of women in the workforce 
continued to rise. In Britain, for example, women made up 44 
percent of the labor force in 1990, up from 32 percent in 
1970. By the rwenry-first century, women constituted 48 per
cent of the labor force in the Scandinavian countries and 51 
percent in the Eastern European countries. Moreover, women 
were entering new employment areas. Greater access to uni
versities and professional schools enabled women to take jobs 
in law, medicine, government, business, and education. In the 
Soviet Union, about 70 percent of doctors and teachers had 
been women. Nevertheless, economic inequaliry still often 
prevailed; women received lower wages than men for compa
rable work and found fewer opportunities for advancement to 
management positions. 
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THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT Feminists in the women's liber
ation movement came to believe that women themselves 
must transform the fundamental conditions of their lives. 
They did so in a variety of ways. First, they formed numerous 
"consciousness-raising" groups to heighten awareness of 
women's issues. Women got together to share their personal 
experiences and become aware of the many ways that male 
dominance affected their lives. This consciousness-raising 
helped many women become activists . 

Women also sought and gained a measure of control over 
their own bodies by insisting that they had a right to both 
contraception and abortion. In the 1960s and 1970s, hundreds 
of thousands of European women worked, often successfully, 
to repeal the laws that outlawed contraception and abortion. 
In 1968, a French law permitted the sale of contraceptive de
vices, and in the 1970s, French feminists began to call for the 
legalization of abortion. One group of 343 prominent French 
women even signed a manifesto declaring that they had had 
abortions. In 1979, abortion became legal in France. Even in 
Catholic countries, where the church remained adamantly 
opposed to abortion, legislation allowing contraception and 
abortion was passed in the 1970s and 1980s. 

As more women became activists, they also became 
involved in new issues. In the 1980s and 1990s, women fac
ulty in universities concentrated on developing new cultural 
attitudes through the new academic field of women's studies. 
Courses in women's studies, which stressed the role and con
tributions of women in history, mushroomed in both Ameri
can and European colleges and universities. 

Other women began to try to affect the political environ
ment by allying with the antinuclear movement. In 1982, a 

group of women protested American nuclear missiles in Brit
ain by chaining themselves to the fence of an American mili
tary base. Thousands more joined in creating a peace camp 
around the military compound. Enthusiasm ran high; one par
ticipant said: ' 'I'll never forget that feeling; it'll live with me 
forever. . .. We walked round, and we clasped hands .... It 
was for women; it was for peace; it was for the world.,,4 

Some women joined the ecological movement. As one 
German writer who was concerned with environmental issues 
said, it is women "who must give birth to children, willingly 
or unwillingly, in this polluted world of ours." Especially 
prominent were the female members of the Green Party in 
Germany (see "The Environment and the Green Move
ments" in Chapter 29), which supported environmental issues 
and elected forty-two delegates to the West German parlia
ment in 1987. Among the delegates was Petra Kelly (1947-
2002), one of the founders of the German Green Party and a 
tireless campaigner for the preservation of the environment as 
well as human rights and equality. 

Women in the West have also reached out through inter
national conferences to work with women from the rest of 
the world in changing the conditions of their lives. Between 
1975 and 1995, the United Nations held conferences in Mexico 
City, Copenhagen, Nairobi, and Beijing. These meetings 
made clear that women from Western and non-Western 
countries had different priorities. Whereas women from 
Western countries spoke about political, economic, cultural, 
and sexual rights, women from developing countries in Latin 
America, Africa, and Asia focused on bringing an end to the 
violence, hunger, and disease that haunt their lives. Despite 
these differences, the meetings were an indication of how 

women in both developed and 
developing nations were orga
nizing to make people aware of 
women's issues. 

Guest Workers 

An Antinuclear Protest. Women were active participants in the antinuclear movement ofthe 1980s. 
Shown here are some of the 10,000 antinuclear protesters who linked hands to form a human chain around 
the 9-mile perimeter of the U.S. Air Force base at Greenham Common, England, on December 13, 1982. 
They were protesting the planned siting of ninety-six U.S. cruise missiles at the base. 

and Immigrants 
Despite an aging European pop
ulation and declining birthrates, 
the total population of Europe 
has increased over the last de
cades due to mass migrations. As 
the economies of the Western 
European countries revived in 
the 1950s and 1960s and birth
rates declined, a severe labor 
shortage encouraged them to rely 
on foreign workers. Government 
and businesses actively recruited 
so-called guest workers to staff 
essential jobs. Scores of Turks 
and eastern and southern Euro
peans came to Germany, North 
Africans to France, and people 
from the Caribbean, India, and 
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Pakistan to Great Britain. With the collapse of the colonial sys
tem by the 1960s (see Chapter 28), millions of people from the 
former British, French, Dutch, and Portuguese colonies moved 
to Europe. Overall, there were probably 15 million guest work
ers in Europe in the 1980s, representing 5 to 6 percent of the 
population. They constituted 17 percent of the labor force in 
Switzerland and 10 percent in Germany. 

Although these workers had been recruited for economic 
reasons, they often found themselves unwelcome socially and 
politically. Many foreign workers complained that they 
received lower wages and inferior social benefits. Moreover, 
their concentration in certain cities or certain sections of cities 
often created tensions with the local native populations. For
eign workers, many of them nonwhites, constituted almost 
one-fifth of the population in the German cities of Frankfurt, 
Munich, and Stuttgart. Having become settled in their new 
countries, many wanted to stay, even after the end of the 
postwar boom in the early 1970s led to mass unemployment. 
Moreover, as guest workers settled permanently in their host 
countries, additional family members migrated to join them. 
Although they had little success in getting guest workers al
ready there to leave, some European countries passed legisla
tion or took other measures to restrict new immigration. 

In the 1980s, there was an influx of other refugees, espe
cially to West Germany, which had liberal immigration laws 
that permitted people seeking asylum for political persecution 
to enter the country. During the 1970s and 1980s, West Ger
many absorbed more than a million refugees from Eastern 
Europe and East Germany. In 1986 alone, 200,000 political ref
ugees from Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka entered the 
country. By 2005, 13 percent of Germany's residents were for
eigners. Other parts of Europe saw a similar influx. Between 
1992 and 2002, London and southeastern England received 
some 700,000 immigrants, primarily ftom Yugoslavia, South
east Asia, the Middle East, and Aftica. A survey in 1998 found 
that English was not the first language of one-third of inner-city 
children in London. Many other European countries experi
enced similar increases of immigrants during the 1990s and 
early 2000s. In 2000, Spain's immigrant population was 4.6 per
cent, but by 2006 it had grown to 10.8 percent. 

The arrival of so many foreigners strained not only the 
social services of European countries but also the patience of 
many native residents who opposed making their countries 
ethnically diverse . Antiforeign sentiment, especially in a time 
of growing unemployment, increased and was encouraged by 
new right-wing political parties that catered to people's com
plaints. Thus, the National Front in France, organized by 
Jean-Marie Le Pen (ZHAHN-mah-REE luh PEHN) (b. 1928) 
and now led by his daughter Marine Le Pen (mah-REEN luh 
PEHN) (b. 1968), and the Republican Party in Germany, led 
by Franz Schonhuber (1923-2005), a former SS officer, advo
cated restricting all new immigration and limiting the assimi
lation of settled immigrants. Although these parties had only 
limited success in elections, even that modest accomplishment 
encouraged traditional conservative and even moderately con
servative parties to adopt more nationalistic policies. Occa
sionally, an antiforeign party has been quite successful. Jorg 

Haider (YORG HY-dur) (1950-2008), whose Freedom Party 
received 27 percent of the vote in 1999, cushioned his rejec
tion of foreigners by appealing to Austrian nationalism and 
attacking the European Union: "We Austrians should answer 
not to the European Union, not to Maastricht, not to some 
international idea or other, but to this our Homeland."s In 
2012, Marine Le Pen won 17.9 percent of the vote in the 
French elections-the National Front's strongest showing. 
Even more ftightening than the growth of these right-wing 
political parties were the organized campaigns of violence in 
the early 1990s, especially against Aftican and Asian immi
grants, by radical, right-wing groups. 

Even nations that have traditionally been tolerant in open
ing their borders to immigrants and seekers of asylum are 
changing their policies. In the Netherlands, 19 percent of the 
residents have a foreign background, representing almost 180 
nationalities. Two high-profile assassinations in the early 2000s, 
however, including the shooting of filmmaker Theodoor van 
Gogh, who had directed Submission, a film on the oppression of 
Muslim women in immigrant families, prompted the Dutch to 
alter their immigration policies. In 2004, the Dutch government 
passed tough new immigration laws, including a requirement 
that newcomers pass a Dutch language and culture test before 
being admitted to the Netherlands. 

Sometimes these policies have been aimed at religious 
practices. One of the effects of the influx of foreigners into 
Europe has been a dramatic increase in the Muslim popula
tion. Although Christians still constitute a majority (though 
many no longer practice their faith), the number of Muslims 
has mushroomed in France, Britain, Belgium, the Nether
lands, and Germany. It has been estimated that at least 15 mil
lion Muslims were living in European Union nations in the 
first decade of the twenty-first century. In some nations, con
cern that Muslim immigration will result in an erosion of 
national values has led to attempts to restrict the display of Is
lamic symbols. 

In 2004, France enacted a law prohibiting female srudents 
from wearing a headscarf (hijab) to school. Article 1 stated: 
" In public elementary, middle and high schools, the wearing 
of signs or clothing which conspicuously manifest students' 
religious affiliations is prohibited." The law further clarified 
"conspicuous" to mean "a large cross, a veil, or a skullcap.,,6 
Small religious symbols, such as small crosses or medallions, 
were not included. Critics of this law argue that it will exacer
bate ethnic and religious tensions in France, while supporters 
maintain that it upholds the traditions of secularism and 
equality for women in France (see the box on p. 948). 

Western Culture Today 

,." 
FOCUS QUESTION: What major Western cultural 

~ trends have emerged since 1985? 

Western culture has expanded to most parts of the world, 
although some societies see it as a challenge to their own 
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OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS 

Islam and the West: Secularism in France 

THE BANNING OF HEADSCARVES in schools in 2004 was preceded 

by a debate on the secular state in France. Secularism in 
France extends beyond the separation of church and state: 

whi le recognizing the right to religious expression, French 

law dictates that religious expression must remain in the 

private sphere and cannot enter the public realm. Before the 

law banning headscarves was enacted, President Jacques 

Chirac set up a committee (called the Stasi Commission after 

its chair, Bernard Stasi) to interview school, religious, and 
political leaders on whether students should be allowed to 

wear headscarves in schools. The commission decided in 

favor of proh ibit ing all conspicuous religious symbols in 

schools. 

The first selection below is taken from a speech by 

President Ch irac, who favored the ban . The second selection 
is taken from interviews with French Muslim women, many of 

them from the Maghreb (the Arabic term for Northwest 

Africa, chiefly Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia). Many of these 

women questioned how the law protects their individual 

rights and freedom of religious expression. 

French President Jacques Chirac on Secularism 
in French Society 
The debate on the principle of secularism goes to the very 
heart of our values. It concerns our national cohesion, our 
ability to live together, our ability to unite on what is 
essential . .. . Many young people of immigrant origin, whose 
first language is French, and who are in most cases of French 
nationality, succeed and feel at ease in a society which is 
theirs. This kind of success must also be made possible by 
breaking the wall of silence and indifference which surrounds 
the reality of discrimination today. I know about the feeling 
of being misunderstood, of helplessness, sometimes even of 
revolt, among young French people of immigrant origin 
whose job applications are rejected because of the way their 
names sound, and who are too often confronted with 
discrimination in the fields of access to housing or even 
simply of access to leisure facilities .... All of France's 
children, whatever their history, whatever their origin, 
whatever their beliefs, are the daughters and sons of the 
republic. They have to be recognized as such, in law but 
above all in reality. By ensuring respect for this requirement, 
by reforming our integration policy, by our ability to bring 
equal opportunities to life, we shall bring national cohesion to 
life again. We shall also do so by bringing to life the principle 
of secularism, which is a pillar of our constitution. It 
expresses our wish to live together in respect, dialogue and 
tolerance. Secularism guarantees freedom of conscience. It 
protects the freedom to believe or not to believe . . .. We also 
need to reaffirm secularism in schools, because schools must 
be preserved absolutely ... . 

There is of course no question of turning schools into 
a place of uniformity, of anonymity, where religious life 
or belonging would be banned. It is a question of enabling 
teachers and head teachers, who are today in the front-line 
and confronted with real difficulties, to carry out their 
mission serenely with the affirmation of a clear rule. 
Until recently, as a result of a reasonable custom which 
was respected spontaneously, nobody ever doubted that 
pupils, who are naturally free to live their faith, should 
nevertheless not arrive in schools, secondary schools or 
A-level colleges, in religiOUS clothes. It is not a question 
of inventing new rules or of shifting the boundaries of 
secularism. It is a question of expressing, with respect 
but clearly and firmly, a rule which has been part of our 
customs and practices for a very long time. I have consulted, 
I have studied the report of the Stasi Commission, I have 
examined the arguments put forward by the National 
Assembly committee [on secularism], by political parties, 
by religious authorities, by major representatives of major 
currents of thought. In all conscience, it is my view that 
the wearing of clothes or of symbols which conspicuously 
demonstrate religious affiliations must be banned in state 
schools. 

North African Women in France Respond 
to the Headscarf Ban 

Labiba (Thirty-Five-Year-Old Algerian) 
I don't feel that they should interfere in the private life of 
people in the respect that we're in a secular country; France 
shouldn't take a position toward one religion to the detriment 
of another .... I think that in a secular school, we should all 
be secular, otherwise we need to have religious school and 
then everyone is free to wear what he wants. 

Nour (Thirty-Four-Year-Old Algerian) 
Honestly, you know the secular school, it doesn't miss 
celebrating Easter, and when they celebrate Easter, it doesn't 
bother me. My daughter comes home with painted Easter 
eggs and everything; it's pretty; it's cute. There are classes 
that are over 80 percent Maghrebin in the suburbs, and they 
celebrate Easter, they celebrate Christmas, you see? And 
that's not a problem for the secular school. And I don't find 
that fair. 

I find that when it's Ramadan, they should talk. about 
Ramadan. Honestly, me, it wouldn't be a problem. On 
the contrary, someone who comes into class .. . with a veil, 
that would pose a question actually, that we could discuss in 
class, to know why this person wears the veil. So why punish 
them, amputate them from that part of their culture without 
discussing it? Why is it so upsetting to have someone in class 

(continued) 
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(Opposing Viewpoints continued) 
who wears a veil, when we could make it a subject of 
discussion on all religions? Getting stuck on the veil hides 
the question. They make such a big deal out of it, the poor 
girls, they take them out of school; people turn them into 
extraterrestrials. In the end we turn them into people who 
will have problems in their identities, in their culture and 
everything . .. . For a country that is home to so many 
cultures, there's no excuse. 

Isma (Thirty-Six-Year-Old Algerian) 
The girls who veil in France, especially the high school 
and junior high students, it's first of all a question of 
identity, because these girls are born in France to foreign 

parents .. . . At a given time an adolescent want to affirm 
himself, to show that he's someone, that he's an individual, 
so he thinks, I'd say, he thinks that it's by his clothes that 
he shows that he comes from somewhere, that he's from 
someone. So then, I think you should let them do it, and 
afterwards, by themselves, people come back to who they 
really are. 

What were the perspectives of the French 
president and the French Muslim women who 
were interviewed? How do they differ? Do you 
think there might be a way to reconcile the 
opposing positions? Why or why not? 

Sources: French President Jacques Chirac on Secularism in French Society. From "France's President Lays Out His Views on the Principle of Secularism in the French State-in Schools and the Public 
Sector" from http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/ em/ frl/2/hi/eurpoe/ 3330679.stm. NorthAfricanWomeninFranceRespondtotheHeadscarfBan. CaitlinKillian,GENDERANDSOCIETY,VoI.17,No. 4, pp. 
567-590. 

culture and national identity. At the same time, other soci
eties are also strongly influencing Western cultural expres
sions, making recent Western culture a reflection of the 
evolving global response to the rapid changes in human 
society today. 

Varieties of Religious Life 
Despite the attempt to revive religion after World War II , 
church attendance in Europe and the United States de
clined dramatically in the 1960s and 1970s as a result of 
growing secular attitudes. Yet even though the numbers of 
regular churchgoers in established Protestant and Catholic 
churches continued to decline, the number of fundamentalist 
churches and churchgoers has been growing, especially in 
the United States. 

Fundamentalism was originally a movement within Protes
tantism that arose early in the twentieth century. Its goal was 
to maintain a strict traditional interpretation of the Bible and 
the Christian faith, especially in opposition to the theory of 
Darwinian evolution and secularism. In the 1980s and 1990s, 
fundamentalists became involved in a struggle against so
called secular humanism, godless communism, legalized abor
tion, and homosexuality. Especially in the United States, fun
damentalists organized politically to elect candidates who 
supported their views. This so-called Christian right played an 
influential role in electing both Ronald Reagan and George 
W. Bush to the presidency. 

THE GROWTH OF ISLAM Fundamentalism, however, is not 
unique to Protestantism. In Islam, the term fonda mentalism is 
used to refer to a return to traditional Islamic values, espe
cially in opposition to a perceived weakening of moral values 
due to the corrupting influence of Western ideas and prac
tices. After the Iranian Revolution of 1979, the term was also 

applied to militant Islamic movements, such as the Taliban in 
Afghanistan, who favored militant action against Western 
influence. 

Despite the wariness of Islamic radicalism in the 
aftermath of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on 
the United States, Islam is growing in both Europe and the 
United States, thanks primarily to the migration of people 
from Muslim countries. As Muslim communities became 
established in France, Germany, Britain, Italy, and Spain dur
ing the 1980s and 1990s, they built mosques for religious 
worship and religiOUS education. In the United States, the 
states of California and New York each have more than two 
hundred mosques. 

POPE JOHN PAUL II AND THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Although changes have also occurred in the Catholic 
Church, much of its history in the 1980s and 1990s was 
dominated by the charismatic Pope John Paul II (1920-
2005). Karol WOjtyla (KAH-rul voy-TEE-wah), who had 
been the archbishop of Krakow in Poland before his eleva
tion to the papacy in 1978, was the first non-Italian to be 
elected pope since the sixteenth century. Although he alien
ated a number of people by reasserting traditional Catholic 
teaching on such issues as birth control, women in the 
priesthood, and clerical celibacy, John Paul's numerous 
travels around the world helped strengthen the Catholic 
Church throughout the non-Western world. A strong be
liever in social justice, John Paul was a powerful figure in 
reminding Europeans of their spiritual heritage and the 
need to temper the pursuit of materialism with spiritual 
concerns. He also condemned nuclear weapons and con
stantly reminded leaders and laity of their obligations to 
prevent war. 

The global nature of the Catholic Church became apparent 
on March 13, 2013, with the election of a new pope. Cardinal 
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Jorge Mario Bergoglio (b. 1936), the archbishop of Buenos 
Aires, became the first Latin American as well as the first non
European since the eighth century to be elected pope. He 
chose to be called Pope Francis in honor of the humble Saint 
Francis of Assisi (see Chapter 10). 

Art and Music in the Age of 
Commerce: The 19805 and 19905 
Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, the art and music industries 
increasingly adopted the techniques of marketing and adver
tising. With large sums of money invested in artists and musi
cians, pressure mounted to achieve critical and commercial 
success. Negotiating the distinction between art and popular 
culture was essential since many equated merit with sales or 
economic value. 

THE VISUAL ARTS In the art world, Neo-Expressionism 
reached its zenith in the mid-1980s. The economic boom 
and free spending of the Reagan years contributed to a 
thriving art scene in the United States. Neo-Expressionist 
artists like Anselm Kiefer (AN-selm KEEF-uhr) and Jean
Michel Basquiat (ZHAHN-mee-SHELL BAHS-kwee-aht) 
(1960-1988) became increasingly popular as the art market 
soared. 

Born in Germany in 1945, Kiefer combines aspects of 
Abstract Expressionism, collage, and German Expressionism 
to create works that are stark and haunting. His works in the 
1980s became a meditation on German history, especially the 
horrors of Nazism. Kiefer hoped that a portrayal of Ger
many's atrocities in such works as Departure from Egypt and 
Nigredo could free Germans from their past and bring some 
good out of evil. 

Another example of Neo-Expressionism can be seen in the 
work of Basquiat. The son of Haitian and Puerto Rican immi
grants, Basquiat first made his name as a graffiti artist in New 
York City and became an overnight success during the 1980s 
art market boom. 

While some critics dismissed Basquiat's paintings as a 
fad, other artists were criticized for employing controversy 
to market their art. Moreover, artists whose works were 
deemed to be inappropriate also had to contend with cen
sorship. Andres Serrano and Robert Mapplethorpe became 
the focal point of debate in the mid-1980s because they 
received financial aid from a U.S . government agency, the 
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA). Mapplethorpe 
was known for his portraits of male nudes that often fea
tured homoerotic imagery, while Serrano created photo
graphs of objects submerged in bodily fluids, including a 
crucifix immersed in urine. As a result of the controversy, 
the U.S. Congress reduced the budget of the NEA for sup
porting indecency. 

MUSIC As artists and musicians became increasingly disen
chanted with the excesses of the Reagan era, they also began 
to question the consumerism that had seemingly 

Anselm Kiefer, Athanor. In 2007, Kiefer painted a monumental 
work (30 feet by 15 feet) on the wall of a stairwell in the Louvre 
Museum in Paris . This textured painting is named after the athanor, 
a furnace that alchemists used in their efforts to transform base 
metals into gold. The painting shows a nude man on his back 
connected by a beam oflight extending from his stomach to the 
heavens above. According to Kiefer, the man is not dead, but " in the 
universe." At the bottom of the painting Kiefer poured liquid lead 
onto a layer of soil from the area where he lives in southern France; 
higher up in the painting are sil ver and then gold, symbolizing the 
stages of the alchemical process. 

homogenized popular culture. The emergence of "grunge" 
music in the early 1990s reflected this attitude, as rock bands 
like Nirvana, Sonic Youth, and Pearl Jam rejected the materi
alism of the previous decade. Employing distortion and ampli
fied feedback in their music, grunge artists often sang of 
disillusion and angst. Rather than conforming to the mass-pro
duced norms of the fashion industry, these musicians typically 
wore ripped jeans and weathered flannel attire to protest the 
excesses of capitalism. 

Hip-hop continued to gain popularity. In the early 1990s, 
rappers like Dr. Ore and Snoop Doggy Dogg created "gang
sta rap," an offshoot of hip-hop with raw lyrics praising vio
lence, drugs, and promiscuous sex. By the late 1990s, teen 
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capacity of computers to transmit data 
increased, e-mail messages could carry 
document and image attachments, 
making them a workable and speedier 
alternative to "snail mail," as conven
tional postal mail came to be called. 
Perhaps even more transformative 
was the Internet, a network of smaller, 
interlinking Web pages with sites 
devoted to news, commerce, enter
tainment, and academic scholarship. 
At first , websites were limited to text
based documents, but as computer 
processors became more powerful, 
video and music were added. 

Jean-Michel Basquiat, Self Portrait (1986) . In his paintings, Basquiat combined Abstract 
Expressionist brushwork with the popular culrure of urban life. He dabbled with hip-hop and 
included references to cornic book characters, jazz musicians, and sports heroes in his work. 

As Web capabilities increased, new 
forms of communication began to 
emerge with Twitter, a communica
tions platform that allows people to 
send instant updates from their cell 
phones to their friends; Facebook, a 
social networking site; and YouTube, 
a video site that now is used for Presi
dent Obama's weekly radio addresses. 

and preteen consumers had steered the music industry back 
to pop music, generating millions of dollars of sales in the 
process. Many pop acts became successful as music turned 
away from grunge and gangsta rap. Instead, musicians and 
audiences favored the lighthearted music that made Ricky 
Martin and Britney Spears famous. Drawing from rhythm 
and blues, Latin music, and hip-hop, these artists used 
catchy dance beats and extravagant music videos to market 
their work. 

The Digital Age 

~ FOCUS QUESTION: What is the Digital Age, and 
~ what are its products, results, and dangers? 

Since the invention of the microprocessor in 1971, the 
capabilities of computers have continued to grow, resulting 
in today's "Information" or "Digital Age." Beginning in 
the 1980s, companies like Apple and Microsoft competed to 
create more powerful computers and sofrware. By the 
1990s, the booming technology industry had made Micro
soft founder Bill Gates the richest man in the world. Much 
of this success was due to several innovations that made 
computers essential for communication, information, and 
entertainment. 

The Technological World 
The advent of electronic mail, or e-mail, in the mid-1990s 
transformed the way that people communicate. As the 

By the early 2000s, the Internet had 
become a part of everyday life for the Western world. These 
new forms of communication have allowed for greater access 
to information and people in a short period. Nevertheless, 
some have argued that communication by means of the 
computer results in a lack of social interaction. Others 
question the accuracy of much of the information available 
on the Web. 

Advances in telecommunications led to cellular or mobile 
phones. Though cellular phones existed in the 1970s and 
1980s, it was not until the digital components of these devices 
were reduced in size in the 1990s that cell phones became 
truly portable. Cell phones have since become enormously 
important, and not just for communication. Indeed, some 
nations became financially dependent on their sales for eco
nomic growth. The ubiquity of cell phones and their ability 
to transfer data electronically have made text messaging a 
global communications craze. Text and instant messaging 
have revolutionized written language, as shorthand script has 
replaced complete sentences for the purposes of relaying brief 
messages. 

In 2001 , Apple introduced the iPod. This pocket-sized digi
tal music player has revolutionized the music industry, as 
downloading music from the Internet has surpassed the pur
chasing of albums from record stores. In April 2007, Apple 
sold its 100 millionth iPod, an indication of the iPod's status 
as a worldwide cultural phenomenon. Apple has since 
expanded its digital products with the addition of the iPhone 
and iPad. Introduced in 2010, the iPad, a small tablet com
puter with a touch screen, had reached sales of 67 million 
by 2012, far surpassing sales of any Apple data processing 
computer. 
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Music and Art in the Digital Age 
Whereas the iPod altered the way in which we listen to, 
store, and access music, innovations in digital technology 
have changed the sound and production of music. In the 
late-1990s, musicians such as Moby and Fatboy Slim became 
internationally famous for creating music layered with syn
thesizers, distorted guitars, and simulated drumbeats . These 
artists sampled earlier soul music to create albums and film 
scores. 

Many visual artists have also adopted digital effects in 
producing artworks that fuse photography, sculpture, and cin
ema. Bill Viola (b. 1951) was one of the first artists to exclu
sively employ video in his exhibits . By projecting films in a 
gallery space, Viola created powerful sensory experiences. 
Using allusions to rebirth and mysticism, he evoked mystical 
sensations, contrasting light, sound, and focus with techniques 
of slow motion and editing. 

VIDEO GAMES While record sales have struggled worldwide, 
the video game industry has skyrocketed. In 2007, it was 

Bill Viola, The Crossing (1996). In this video piece, Viola projected 
two films, one on each side of a 16-foot-high screen. On one side, a man 
is inundated with water, while on the other side, he is consumed by 
flames. The events occur in slow motion and, when experienced in 
conjunction with the sound of the deluge and / or flames, evoke feelings 
of spiritual regeneration. 

projected that global sales of video games would exceed those 
of the music industry. By 20ll , estimated global sales had 
reached $65 billion. With faster data processors fueling 
enhanced graphics in such video game consoles as the Play
Station 3 and Xbox 360, higher levels of realism have been 
developed. Despite the popularity of video games, many 
questions have arisen about their role in childhood obeSity as 
well as neurological disorders. In June 2007, the American 
Medical Association heard testimony concerning video game 
addiction. Though video game manufacturers reject the claim, 
some psychologists fear that learning disabilities and depen
dency can result from excessive gaming. 

FILM: FANTASY AND EPICS The films, video games, and 
literature of the late 1990s and early 2000s made fantasy and 
historical epics internationally popular. The successful adapta
tions of the Lord of the Rings trilogy and Harry Potter series 
are examples of how mythology, magic, and medieval fanta
sies appeal to contemporary sensibilities. At the heart of these 
epic motion pictures, Troy and Gladiator included, is a mythi
cal struggle between good and evil that is governed by a 
moral sense of right and wrong, love, and companionship. 
Yet these romanticized tales also featured non-Western cul
tures as Japanese anime and martial arts films increased in 
worldwide popularity. The computer animation and digitized 
special effects of these movies reflect the impact of computers 
on the film industry as it too enters the Digital Age. 

Reality in the Digital Age 
Advances in communication and information during the Digi
tal Age have led many to believe that world cultures are 
becoming increasingly interdependent and homogenized. 
Many contemporary artists have questioned the effects of the 
computer age on identity and material reality. According to 
some, the era of virtual reality, or what one French intellec
tual has termed "hyperreality," has displaced cultural unique
ness and bodily presence. 

THE BODY AND IDENTITY IN CONTEMPORARY ART By fo
cusing on bodily experience and cultural norms, contempo
rary artists have attempted to restore some of what has been 
lost in the Digital Age. Kiki Smith (b. 1954), an American 
artist born in Germany, creates sculptures of the human body 
that often focus on anatomical processes. These works, com
monly made of wax or plaster, question the politics surround
ing the body, including AIDS and domestic abuse, while 
reconnecting to bodily experiences. Contemporary artists also 
continue to explore the interaction between the Western and 
non-Western world, particularly the multiculturalism gener
ated by global migrations (see "The Social Challenges of 
Globalization" later in this chapter). For example, the art of 
Yinka Shonibare (YEEN-kuh SHOW-nih-bar-eh) (b. 1962), 
who was born in London, raised in Nigeria, and now resides 
in England, creates works that investigate the notion of hybrid 
identity. This is evident in his work, How to Blow Up Two 
Heads at Once (Gentlemen), which depicts European Victorian 
figures dressed in Dutch wax cloth. 

952 • CHAPTER 30 After the Fall: The Western World in a Global Age (Since 1985) 



Toward a Global Civilization: 
New Challenges and Hopes 

~ 
FOCUS QUESTION: What is globalization, and what 
are some of its important aspects in the twenty-first 
century? 

Multiculturalism in art reminds us that more and more people 
are becoming aware of the political, economic, and social 
interdependence of the world's nations and the global nature 
of our contemporary problems. We are coming to understand 
that destructive forces generated in one part of the world 
soon affect the entire world. Smokestack pollution in one 
nation can produce acid rain in another. Oil spills and dump
ing of wastes in the ocean have an impact on the shores of 
many nations. As crises of food, water, energy, and natural 
resources proliferate, one nation's solutions often become 
other nations' problems. The new globalism includes the rec
ognition that the challenges that seem to threaten human exis
tence today are global. In October 2001, in response to the 
terrorist attacks of September 11, British prime minister Tony 
Blair said, "\Ve are realizing how fragile are our frontiers in 
the face of the world's new challenges. Today, conflict rarely 
stays within national boundaries." 

As we saw in the discussion of the Digital Age, an impor
tant part of global awareness is the technological dimension. 
The growth of new technology has made possible levels of 
world communication that simply did not exist before. At the 
same time that Osama bin Laden and al-Qaeda were denounc
ing the forces of modernization, they were doing so by using 
advanced telecommunication systems that have only recently 
been developed. The technology revolution has tied peoples 
and nations closely together and contributed to globalization, 

Yinka Shonibare, How 
to Blow Up Two Heads 
at Once (Gentlemen). 
In this work, Yinka Shonibare 
humorously re-creates a 
nineteenth-century European 
duel in which rwo headless 
figures wearing Victorian 
costumes are Simultaneously 
aiming guns at each other's 
heads. His choice of Victorian 
figures and costumes reflect 
his interest in the history of 
Britain's colonial endeavors. 
The Dutch wax cloth used 
for the costumes symbolizes 
the complexity of modern 
African identity in Europe. 
The cloth was produced in 
the Netherlands and Britain 
and then sold in West Africa 
during the nineteenth century. 

the term that is frequently used today to describe the process 
by which peoples and nations have become more interde
pendent. Economically, globalization has taken the form of a 
global economy. 

The Global Economy 
Especially since the 1970s, the world has developed a global 
economy in which the production, distribution, and sale of 
goods are accomplished on a worldwide scale (see Images of 
Everyday Life on p. 954). Several international institutions 
have contributed to the rise of the global economy. Soon after 
the end of World War II, the United States and other nations 
established the World Bank and the International Monetary 
Fund (IMP). The World Bank is a group of five international 
organizations, largely controlled by developed countries, 
which provides grants, loans, and advice for economic devel
opment to developing countries. The goal of the IMP, which 
was also founded in 1945, is to oversee the global financial 
system by supervising exchange rates and offering financial 
and technical assistance to developing nations . Today, 188 
countries are members of the IMF. Critics have argued that 
both the World Bank and the IMP push inappropriate West
ern economic practices on non-Western nations that only 
aggravate the poverty and debt of developing nations. 

Another reflection of the new global economic order is the 
multinational corporation or transnational corporation (a 
company that has divisions in more than two countries). Prom
inent examples of multinational corporations include Siemens, 
General Electric, ExxonMobil, Mitsubishi, and the Sony Corpo
ration. These companies are among the 200 largest multina
tional corporations, which are responsible for more than half of 
the world's industrial production. In 2000, 142 of the leading 
200 multinational corporations were headquartered in three 
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IMAGES OF EVERYDAY LIFE 

The New Global Economy: Fast Fashion 

AN EXAMPLE OF THE NEW GLOBAL company is Inditex, 
best known for Zara, its oldest brand. The owner of the 
company, Amancio Ortega Gaona, is one of the wealthiest 
people in the world. His company pioneered a new business 
model, known as "fast fashion." It sells fashionable clothes 
for a fraction of the price of designer clothes in high-end 
retail stores, often located on some of the most fashionable 
shopping streets. Zara has capitalized on the new global 
economy of the late twentieth and early twenty-first 
centuries by using new technolOgical, transportation, 

and communication systems to design and produce a 
garment in less than three weeks. Zara makes 840 million 
garments a year and has around 5,900 stores in eighty-five 
countries. Seen on the left is the design area in the Zara 
factory in La Corufia, Spain, where a number of designers 
are working together. The photo below shows a line of 
shoppers outside the opening of a Zara store in Australia in 
2011. The image at the right of Kate, the duchess 
of Cambridge, photographed in Zara clothing, is emblematic 
of Zara's appeal. ~ 
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countries-the United States, Japan, and Germany. In addition, 
these super corporations dominate much of the world's invest
ment capital, technology, and markets and control 75 percent 
of the world trade in manufactured goods. A recent compari
son of corporate sales and national gross domestic product dis
closed that only 49 of the world's largest economies are 
nations; the remaining 51 are corporations. For this reason, 
some observers believe that economic globalization is more 
appropriately labeled " corporate globalization." 

Another important component of economic globalization 
is free trade. In 1947, talks led to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), a global trade organization that 
was replaced in 1995 by the World Trade Organization 
(WTO). Made up of more than 150 member nations, the 
WTO arranges trade agreements and settles trade disputes. 
Yet many critics charge that the WTO has ignored environ
mental and health concerns, harmed small and developing 
countries, and created an ever-growing gap between rich and 
poor nations. 

The relaxation of trade barriers created a boom in interna
tional trade in the last quarter of the twentieth century. In 
1973, international trade was valued at $1.7 trillion; by 2000, 
it had increased to $5.S trillion. At the same time, interna
tional financial transactions involving financial instruments 
such as bonds and equities were becoming an increasingly im
portant component of the global economy. The value of fi
nancial transactions involving financial instruments rose to 
fifty times the value of world trade in goods. The global econ
omy had entered a new era of finance, in which profits from 
financial transactions outpaced profits from manufactured 
goods, leading to catastrophic consequences in 200S. 

THE END OF EXCESS The global economy began to experi
ence worldwide financial troubles in 2007, follOwing the col
lapse of the U.S. housing market. Spurred by low interest rates 
in the early 2000s, easily available mortgages drove up housing 
values in the United States. In response, investment banks 
began selling financial investments called collateralized debt 
obligations (CDOs), which were based on bundles of mort
gages. Banks in New York sold CDOs to banks in Europe and 
elsewhere, spreading the wealth and the risk of investment. 
Many of the mortgages used as investments had been sub
prime-issued to borrowers with low credit ratings and a high 
likelihood of default. As the low introductory rates on the 
mortgages expired beginning in 2006, default rates increased. 
By September 200S, a number of large financial institutions, in
surance and mortgage companies, investment firms, and banks 
were approaching or had entered bankruptcy. The rapid col
lapse of CDO values and falling housing prices caused a precip
itous decline in the U.S. stock market as stocks lost almost 
$S trillion in value from mid-September to November. 

In a globalized world economy, financial distress quickly 
spread as the inflated credit market burst leaving many banks 
without enough capital (funds) to pay their depositors. Credit 
became largely unavailable in the last quarter of 200S, crip
pling industrial output. The IMF supplied rescue packages for 
many Eastern European countries, while Europe's stronger 

economies, primarily Germany and France, provided emer
gency funds to recapitalize their banks. In the United States, 
the government responded with an emergency program to 
recapitalize financial institutions and a stimulus package to 
support growth and reduce unemployment. 

The greatest threat to the global economy, however, came 
from one of Europe's smallest nations. Despite its small size, 
Greece experienced an economic crisis that destroyed the coun
try's economy, brought down the government, unleashed 
social unrest, and threatened the euro. Greece exemplified the 
European debt crisis-low interest rates, easily available bonds, 
and a strong euro had enabled the Greek government and peo
ple to run up large amounts of debt. By 2010, Greece had accu
mulated a national debt larger than its national economy. 
Unable to grow its way out of the problem because of its small 
economy, Greece faced the prospect of defaulting on its debt. It 
managed to avoid default only by agreeing to extreme austerity 
measures in return for a bailout of almost 240 billion euros 
from the European Union. The Greek government accepted 
the EU's plan for tax increases, spending cuts, and wage cuts, 
which sent the country into a deep recession. The Greek public 
responded with mass protests, and the social unrest, in tum, 
has led to the rise of far left and far right political parties. 

Greece was not the only troubled nation in the European debt 
crisis, making recovery that much more difficult. Portugal, Ire
land, Italy, Spain, and Cyprus also faced severe economic prob
lems. Spanish unemployment rose to approximately 26 percent 
and exceeded 50 percent for young people. Property values 
plummeted by almost 15 percent in 2012, while 1.2 million 
houses remained empty, many due to foreclosures. The welfare 
state has been partially dismantled as pensions and health care 
services have been cut to provide funds to recapitalize the banks. 

As of 2013, the United States and much of Europe had not 
recovered from the economic crisis. The austerity measures 
put into place have reduced pensions, wages, and health care 
services, leading to a wave of homelessness and hardship . 
Many of the severely affected European countries resent the 
policies imposed by the wealthier EU states, especially Ger
many. A growing mistrust of established governments has led 
to political upheaval. As the crisis deepens, Europeans will be 
forced to decide if they should move toward a more politi
cally unified Europe or retreat into possible political chaos 
within the borders of their individual states . 

Globalization and the Environmental 
Crisis 
Taking a global perspective at the beginning of the twenty
first century has led many people to realize that everywhere 
on the planet human beings are interdependent in regard to 
the air they breathe, the water they drink, the food they con
sume, and the climate that affects their lives. At the same 
time, however, human activities are creating environmental 
challenges that threaten the very foundation of human exis
tence on earth, especially evident in the Gulf of Mexico oil 
spill in 2010-the worst oil spill in U.S. history (see the box 
on p. 956). 
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A Warning to Humanity 

As HUMAN THREATS TO THE ENVIRONMENT grew, world scientists 

began to organize and respond to the crisis. One such 

group, founded in 1969, was the Union of Concerned 

Scientists, a nonprofit organization of professional scientists 

and private citizens, now with more than 200,000 members. 
In November 1992, the Union of Concerned Scientists 

published an appeal from 1,700 ofthe world's leading 

scientists. The first selection is taken from this "Warning 

to Humanity." 

Earlier, in 1988, in response to the threat of 

global warming, the United Nations established an 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to 

study the most up-to-date scientific information on global 
warming and climate change. In 2007, more than 2,500 

scientists from more than 130 countries contributed to 

the group's most recent report, "Climate Change 2007: 

The Fourth Assessment Report." The second selection 

is taken from the Web page that summarizes the basic 
findings of the 2007 report. 

World Scientists' Warning to Humanity, 1992 
Human beings and the natural world are on a collision 
course. Human activities inflict harsh and often irreversible 
damage on the environment and on critical resources. If not 
checked, many of our current practices put at serious risk 
the future that we wish for human society and the plant 
and animal kingdoms, and may so alter the living world 
that it will be unable to sustain life in the manner that we 
know. Fundamental changes are urgent if we are to avoid 
the collision our present course will bring about. The 
environment is suffering critical stress: 

The Atmosphere 
Stratospheric ozone depletion threatens us with enhanced 
ultraviolet radiation at the earth's surface, which can be 
damaging or lethal to many life forms. Air pollution near 
ground level, and acid precipitation, are already causing 
widespread injury to humans, forests, and crops. 

Water Resources 
Heedless exploitation of depletable ground water supplies 
endangers food production and other essential human 
systems. Heavy demands on the world's surface waters have 
resulted in serious shortages in some 80 countries, containing 
40% of the world's population. Pollution of rivers, lakes, and 
ground water further limits the supply. 

Oceans 
Destructive pressure on the oceans is severe, particularly in 
the coastal regions which produce most of the world's food 
fish. The total marine catch is now at or above the estimated 
maximum sustainable yield. Some fisheries have already 
shown signs of collapse. 

Soil 
Loss of soil productivity, which is causing extensive land 
abandonment, is a widespread by-product of current practices 
in agriculture and animal husbandry. Since 1945, 11% of the 
earth's vegetated surface has been degraded-an area larger 
than India and China combined-and per capita food 
production in many parts of the world is decreasing. 

Forests 
Tropical rain forests, as well as tropical and temperate dry 
forests, are being destroyed rapidly. At present rates, some 
critical forest types will be gone in a few years, and most of 
the tropical rain forest will be gone before the end of the next 
century. With them will go large numbers of plant and 
animal species. 

Living Species 
The irreversible loss of species, which by 2100 may reach 
one-third of all species now living, is especially serious. We 
are losing the potential they hold for providing medicinal and 
other benefits, and the contribution that genetic diversity of 
life forms gives to the robustness of the world's biological 
systems and to the astonishing beauty of the earth itself. 

Much of this damage is irreversible on a scale of centuries, 
or permanent. Other processes appear to pose additional 
threats. Increasing levels of gases in the atmosphere from 
human activities, including carbon dioxide released from 
fossil fuel burning and from deforestation, may alter climate 
on a global scale. 

Warning 
We the undersigned, senior members of the world's scientific 
community, hereby warn all humanity of what lies ahead. 
A great change in our stewardship of the earth and the life 
on it is required, if vast human misery is to be avoided and 
our global home on this planet is not to be irretrievably 
mutilated. 

Findings of the IPCC Fourth Assessment 
Report, 2007 
Human Responsibility for Climate Change 
The report finds that it is "very likely" that emissions of heat
trapping gases from human activities have caused "most of 
the observed increase in globally averaged temperatures since 
the mid-20th century." Evidence that human activities are the 
major cause of recent climate change is even stronger than in 
prior assessments. 

Warming Is Unequivocal 
The report concludes that it is "unequivocal" that Earth's 
climate is warming, "as is now evident from observations of 
increases in global average air and ocean temperatures, 
widespread melting of snow and ice, and rising global mean 

(continued) 
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(continued) 
sea level." The report also confirms that the current 
atmospheric concentration of carbon dioxide and methane, 
two important heat-trapping gases, "exceeds by far the 
natural range over the last 650,000 years." Since the dawn of 
the industrial era, concentrations of both gases have increased 
at a rate that is "very likely to have been unprecedented in 
more than 10,000 years." 

Additional IPCC Findings on Recent 
Climate Change 

Rising Temperatures 

Eleven of the last 12 years rank among the 12 hottest 
years on record (since 1850, when sufficient worldwide 
temperature measurements began) .... 

Increasingly Severe Weather (storms, precipitation, drought) 

The intensity of tropical cyclones (hurricanes) in the 
North Atlantic has increased over the past 30 years, 

which correlates with increases in tropical sea surface 
temperatures. 
Storms with heavy precipitation have increased in fre
quency over most land areas. Between 1900 and 2005, 
long-term trends show Significantly increased precipita
tion in eastern parts of North and South America, north
ern Europe, and northern and central Asia. 
Between 1900 and 2005, the Sahel (the boundary zone 
between the Sahara desert and more fertile regions of 
Africa to the south), the Mediterranean, southern Africa, 
and parts of southern Asia have become drier, adding 
stress to water resources in these regions . 
Droughts have become longer and more intense, and 
have affected larger areas since the 1970s, especially in 
the tropics and subtropics. 

What problems and challenges do these two reports 
present? What do these two reports have in common? 
How do they differ? 

Source: Union of Concerned Scientists. 1992. World Scientists Warning to Humanity. Excerpt. Cambridge, MA: UCS. Online at www.ucsusa .org. 

One problem is population growth. As of April 2013, the 
world population was estimated at more than 7 billion people, 
only twenty-five years after passing the 5 billion mark. At its 
current rate of growth, the world population could reach 12.8 
billion by 2050, according to the United Nations' long-range 
population projections. The result has been an increased 
demand for food and other resources that has put great pres
sure on the earth's ecosystems. At the same time, the failure 
to grow enough food for more and more people has created a 
severe problem as an estimated 1 billion people worldwide 
today suffer from hunger. Every year, more than 8 million 
people die of hunger, many of them young children. 

Another problem is the pattern of consumption, as the 
wealthy nations of the Northern Hemisphere consume vast 
quantities of the planet'S natural resources. The United States, 
with just 6 percent of the planet's people, consumes 30 to 
40 percent of its resources. The spread of these consump
tion patterns to other parts of the world raises serious ques
tions about the ability of the planet to sustain itself and its 
population. 

Yet another threat to the environment is global wanning, 
which has the potential to create a global crisis. Virtually all 
of the world's scientists agree that the greenhouse effect, the 
warming of the earth because of the buildup of carbon diox
ide in the atmosphere, is contributing to devastating droughts 
and storms, the melting of the polar ice caps, and rising sea 
levels that could inundate coastal regions in the second half of 
the twenty-first century. Scientists reported that 2012 was the 
hottest year on record in the United States. Also alarming is 
the potential loss of biodiversity. Seven out of ten biologists 
believe that the planet is now experiencing an alarming 
extinction of both plant and animal species. 

The Social Challenges of 
Globalization 
Since 1945, tens of millions of people have migrated from one 
part of the world to another. These migrations have occurred 
for many reasons. Persecution for political reasons caused 
many people from Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Eastern 
Europe to seek refuge in Western European countries, while 
brutal civil wars in Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Europe 
led millions of refugees to seek safety in neighboring countries. 
Most people who have migrated, however, have done so to 
find jobs. Latin Americans seeking a better life have migrated 
to the United States, while guest workers from Turkey, south
ern and eastern Europe, North Africa, India, and Pakistan have 
migrated to more prosperous Western European lands. In 
2005, nearly 200 million people, about 3 percent of the world's 
population, lived outside the country where they were born. 

As discussed earlier, the migration of millions of people 
has created a social backlash in many countries . Foreign work
ers have often become scapegoats when countries face eco
nomic problems. Political parties in France and Norway have 
called for the removal of blacks and Arabs in order to protect 
the ethnic purity of their nations, while in Asian countries, 
there is animosity against other Asian ethnic groups. The 
problem of foreigners has also led to a more general attack on 
globalization itself as being responsible for a host of social ills 
that are undermining national sovereignty. 

Another challenge of globalization is the wide gap between 
rich and poor nations. The rich nations, or developed 
nations, are located mainly in the Northern Hemisphere. 
They include countries such as the United States, Canada, 
Germany, and Japan, which have well-organized industrial 
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and agricultural systems, advanced technologies, and effective 
educational systems. The poor nations, or developing 
nations, are located mainly in the Southern Hemisphere. 
They include many nations in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, 
which often have primarily agricultural economies with little 
technology. A serious problem in many developing nations is 
the explosive population growth, which has led to severe food 
shortages often caused by poor soil but also by economic fac
tors. Growing crops for export to developed countries, for 
example, may lead to enormous profits for large landowners 
but leaves many small farmers with little land on which to 
grow food. 

Civil wars have also created food shortages. War not only 
disrupts normal farming operations, but warring groups try to 
limit access to food to destroy their enemies. In the Sudan, 
1.3 million people starved when combatants of a civil war in 
the 1980s prevented food from reaching them. As unrest con
tinued during the early 2000s in Darfur, families were forced 
to leave their farms. As a result, an estimated 70,000 people 
starved by mid-2004. 

New Global Movements 
and New Hopes 
As the heirs of Western civilization have become aware that 
the problems humans face are not just national but global, 
they have responded to this challenge in different ways. One 
approach has been to develop grassroots social movements, 
including environmental, women's and men's liberation, 
human potential, appropriate-technology, and nonviolence 
movements . "Think globally, act locally" is frequently the slo
gan of these grassroots groups. Related to the emergence of 
these social movements is the growth of nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs). According to one analyst, NGOs are 
an important instrument in the cultivation of global perspec
tives: "Since NGOs by definition are identified with interests 
that transcend national boundaries, we expect all NGOs to 
define problems in global terms, to take account of human 
interests and needs as they are found in all parts of the 

When Mikhail Gorbachev came to power in the Soviet 
Union in 1985, he proposed radical reforms in both the econ
omy and Soviet government. With these reforms, the pres
sure for more drastic change began to mount. In 1989, a wave 

of revolution swept through Eastern 
Europe as Communist regimes were 
overthrown and a new, mostly dem
ocratic order emerged, although seri
ous divisions remained, especially in 
Yugoslavia. In 1991, the attempt of 
reactionary forces to undo the 

planet.,,7 NGOs are often represented at the United Nations 
and include professional, business, and cooperative organiza
tions; foundations; religious, peace, and disarmament groups; 
youth and women's organizations; environmental and human 
rights groups; and research institutes. The number of inter
national NGOs has increased from 176 in 1910 to many thou
sands today. 

And yet hopes for global approaches to global problems 
have also been hindered by political, ethnic, and religious dis
putes . Pollution of the Rhine River by factories along its 
banks provokes angry disputes among European nations, and 
the United States and Canada have argued about the effects of 
acid rain on Canadian forests . The collapse of the Soviet 
Union and its satellite system seemed to provide an enormous 
boost to the potential for international cooperation on global 
issues, but it has had almost the opposite effect. The bloody 
conflict in the former Yugoslavia indicates the dangers inher
ent in the rise of nationalist sentiment among various ethnic 
and religious groups in Eastern Europe. The widening gap 
between the wealthy nations in the Northern Hemisphere 
and the poor, developing nations in the Southern Hemisphere 
threatens global economic stability. Many conflicts begin with 
regional issues and then develop into international concerns. 
International terrorist groups seek to wreak havoc around the 
world. 

Thus, even as the world becomes more global in culture 
and interdependent in its mutual relations, centrifugal forces 
are still at work attempting to redefine the political, cultural, 
and ethnic ways in which the world is divided. Such efforts 
are often disruptive and can sometimes work against mea
sures to enhance our human destiny. 

Many lessons can be learned from the history of Western 
civilization, but one of them is especially clear. Lack of 
involvement in the affairs of one's society can lead to a sense 
of powerlessness. In an age that is often crisis-laden and cha
otic, an understanding of our Western heritage and its lessons 
can be instrumental in helping us create new models for the 
future. For we are all creators of history, and the future of 
Western and indeed world civilization depends on us. 

reforms of Gorbachev led instead to the complete disintegra
tion of the Soviet Union and the emergence of a new Russia. 
The Cold War, which had begun at the end of World War II 
and had led to a Europe divided along ideological lines, was 
finally over. 

Although many people were op
timistic about a new world order 
after the collapse of communism, 
uncertainties still prevailed. Ger
many was successfully reunited, 
and the European Union became 
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even stronger with the adoption of a common currency in the 
euro. Yugoslavia, however, disintegrated into warring states 
that eventually all became independent, and ethnic groups 
that had once been forced to live under distinct national ban
ners began rebelling to form autonomous states. Although 
some were successful, others, such as the Chechnyans, were 
brutally repressed. 

While the so-called new world 
order was fitfully developing, other 
challenges emerged. The arrival of 
many foreigners, especially in West
ern Europe, not only strained the 
social services of European coun
tries but also led to antiforeign sen
timent and right-wing political 
parties that encouraged it. Environ-
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Suggestions for Further Reading 

GENERAL WORKS For a well-written survey of Europe 
from 1985 to 2004, see T. Judt, Postwar: A History of Europe 
Since 1945 (New York, 2005). 

TOWARD A NEW WESTERN ORDER Aspects of the revolu
tionary upheaval in the Soviet Union and its aftermath are 
covered in M. Kramer, Collapse of the Soviet Union (Boulder, 
Colo. , 2007), and M. Garcelon, Revolutionary Passage: From 
Soviet to Post-Soviet Russia, 1985-2000 (Philadelphia, 2005). 

AFTER THE COLD WAR On the end of the Cold War, see 
S. Dockrill, The End of the Cold War Era (London, 2005), and 
J. L. Gaddis, The Cold War: A New History (New York, 2005). 
On terrorism, see W. Laqueur, History of Terrorism (New 
York,2001 ). 

NEW DIRECTIONS AND NEW PROBLEMS IN WESTERN 

SOCIETY The changing role of women is examined in 

R. Rosen, The World Split Open: How the Modern Women's 
Movement Changed America (New York, 2001), and J. W. 
Scott, The Politics of the Veil (Princeton, N.J., 2009). The 
problems of guest workers and immigrants are examined in 
W. Laqueur, The Last Days of Europe: Epitaph for an Old 
Continent (New York, 2007), and R. Chin, Guest Worker 
Question in Germany (Cambridge, 2007). 

WESTERN CULTURE TODAY For a comprehensive exami
nation of the Digital Age, see M. Castells, The Information 
Age, 3 vols. (Oxford, 1996-1998). On the role of the media in 
the Digital Age, see R. Dominick, Dynamics of Mass Commu
nication: Media in the Digital Age (New York, 2006). On art, 

see B. Wands, Art of the Digital Age (London, 2007). 

TOWARD A GLOBAL CIVILIZATION Useful books on dif
ferent facets of the new global civilization include M. B. 
Steger, Globalization: A Very Short Introduction (New York, 
2003); J. H. Mittelman, The Globalization Syndrome (Prince
ton, N.]., 2000); and H. French, Vanishing Borders (New 
York, 2000) on globalization and the environment. On the 
global financial crisis, see N. Ferguson, The Ascent of Money: 
A Financial History of the World (New York, 2008). 
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Ap® REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTER 30 

1. Following its inception in 1919, the state of Yugoslavia 
could best be described as 

(A) an empire ruled by the former dynastic family 
known as the Habsburgs. 

(B) an artificial state composed of multi ethnic regions 
from the former Habsburg Empire. 

(C) an expansionistic state seeking to institute imperial 
rule in the Balkan region. 

(D) a democratic nation that sought to expand 
democracy within the Balkans. 

(E) a tribal state torn by decades of civil conflict 
between factions that sought political progress and 
others that held more conservative positions. 

2. Slobodan MiloseviC, a Serbian nationalist, rejected the 
efforts 

(A) of ethnic minorities to separate from Yugoslavia. 
(B) of the Communist Party in Yugoslavia to maintain 

power. 
(C) ofthe United Nations to allow Serb minorities to 

live in separatist regions. 
(D) oflong-serving bureaucrats to establish a stronger 

Yugoslavian state. 
(E) of the Communist Party to enhance his status as a 

nationalist leader. 

3. The Serbian policy toward Bosnian Muslims is best 
defined as a process of 

(A) religious tolerance. 
(B) political autonomy. 
(C) growing radicalism. 
(D) dejure segregation. 
(E) ethnic cleansing. 

4. The Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) 

(A) fought to end Serbian rule in Kosovo. 
(B) was a collectivist organization seeking to expand 

Communist power in Yugoslavia. 
(C) was responsible for the death of a million ethnic 

Albanians. 
(D) desired a return of the Ottoman Empire and adherence 

to the Ottoman borders that divided the Balkans. 
(E) was a terrorist organization responsible for keeping 

Slobodan Milosevic in power. 

5. The "opening toward the east," instituted by Willy 
Brandt of West Germany, is also known as 

(A) Realpolitik. 
(B) Politika. 
(C) Oslobodenje. 
(D) Politique. 
(E) Ostpolitik. 

6. The Russian Republic 

(A) was plagued by economic woes and divisive politics 
as it shifted from a Communist state to a capitalist 
economy. 

(B) joined NATO in order to form western alliances. 
(C) was able to compete in a global economy thanks to 

its superpower status. 
(D) was able to transfer to capitalism relatively easily, 

as the country had never fully implemented 
Communism. 

(E) enjoyed tremendous stability following the 
presidency of Mikhail Gorbachev. 

7. The European Union was created by the 

(A) Treaty of Utrecht. 
(B) Treaty of Versailles. 
(C) Treaty of Paris. 
(D) Maastricht Treaty. 
(E) Treaty of London. 

8. The reform movement known as perestroika allowed for 
all of the following EXCEPT 

(A) a more open evaluation of the current issues facing 
the USSR. 

(B) continued state controls over the economic policies 
ofthe state. 

(C) a realization of the interconnectedness of both 
social and economic policies 

(D) an increased availability of Western products and 
styles. 

(E) a shift in the traditional Communist Party ideas 
regarding elections. 

9. The Gulf War of 1991 most notably signaled 

(A) the declining influence of the Soviet Union as a 
major actor in global politics. 

(B) the growing military weakness of NATO. 
(C) an increase in bipolarity between the Soviet Union 

and the United States. 
(D) a new beginning to the Cold War. 
(E) the insignificance of the Middle East to global 

politics. 
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10. Al-Qaeda, the terrorist organization operated by Osama 
bin Laden, was instrumental in all of the following 
events EXCEPT 

(A) an attack on a U.S. naval ship in 2000. 
(B) the bombings of two American embassies in Africa. 
(C) the hijacking of four passenger planes that were 

used as instruments of destruction. 
(D) the creation of a global terrorist network dedicated 

to jihadist belief. 
(E) the 1972 killing of eleven Jewish athletes at the 

Munich Olympic Games. 

11. The shift away from communism for many Eastern 
European nations 

(A) was a violent struggle that continued to rumble 
throughout the 1990s as groups reacted to the 
political changes with violence. 

(B) resulted in an immediate rise in salaries and yearly 
incomes. 

(C) was a difficult transition wrought with racial, 
political, and economic challenges that were not 
easily overcome. 

(D) was openly welcomed by Western European states 
ready to welcome the Eastern European states back 
into a more democratic Europe. 

(E) was a struggle for some Eastern European 
governments who continued to hold on to their 
Communist heritage until the mid-1990s. 

12. Western European nations in the twenty-first century 
have often instituted new social policies aimed at 
migrant black Africans and Arabs 

(A) to offset the high cost of providing basic services for 
those immigrants. 

(B) after years of civil unrest and colonial tension over 
de jure segregation. 

(C) as a means of enforcing cultural protectionism for 
Protestant and Catholic churches. 
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(D) to answer widespread concern over an increase in 
diseases. 

(E) as nativist political organizations have risen to 
challenge immigration laws. 

l3. Which of the following best explains the decrease in 
warfare between developed nations? 

(A) They have shared interests in seeking to expand 
their political borders. 

(B) They each fear that another nation might consider 
using nuclear weapons. 

(C) They are often tied together by a global economy. 
(D) They all covet the prestige of winning a Nobel 

Peace Prize. 
(E) They fear the damaging impact war might have on 

the world's environment. 

14. Abstract Expressionist art most often represents 

(A) rituals of joy and celebration for European ethnic 
communities. 

(B) the horrors of violence and conflict that have 
shattered any sense of progress. 

(C) the haunting, Gothic appeal of the atrocities of the 
twenty-first century. 

(D) a reconstruction of the morality of political society. 
(E) the evils of capitalism and its messages of greed 

and materialism. 

15. At the end of the twentieth century, all of the following 
Eastern Bloc countries experienced a relatively peaceful 
rebellion against their Communist regimes EXCEPT 

(A) Czechoslovakia. 
(B) Poland. 
(C) Romania. 
(D) East Germany. 
(E) Hungary. 




