Cold War and a
New Western World,
1945-1965

CHAPTER OUTLINE
AND FOCUS QUESTIONS

Development of the Cold War

Why were the United States and the Soviet Union
suspicious of each other after World War II, and what
events between 1945 and 1949 heightened the tensions
between the two nations? How and why did the Cold
War become a global affair after 1949?

Europe and the World: Decolonization
Why and how did the European colonies in Africa, the
Middle East, and Asia gain independence between 1945
and 19657

Recovery and Renewal in Europe
What were the main developments in the Soviet Union,
Eastern Europe, and Western Europe between 1945
and 1965?

The United States and Canada: A New Era
What were the main political developments in North
America between 1945 and 1965?

Postwar Society and Culture in the Western

World

What major changes occurred in Western society and
culture between 1945 and 1965?
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Survivors in the ruins of Berlin, Germany, at the end of World War |l

CRITICAL THINKING

What were the similarities and differences in the
political, social, and economic history of Eastern
Europe and Western Europe between 1945 and
1965?

i — —

CONNECTIONS TO TODAY

In what ways are the developments in the Cold
War between 1945 and 1965 still evident in
international affairs today?

THE END OF WORLD WAR Il in Europe had been
met with great joy. One visitor to Moscow reported,

“I looked out of the window [at 2 a.u.], almost
everywhere there were lights in the window—people
were staying awake. Everyone embraced everyone else,
someone sobbed aloud.” But after the victory parades
and celebrations, Europeans awoke to a devastating
realization: their civilization was in ruins. Some
wondered if Europe would ever regain its former
prosperity and importance. Winston Churchill wrote,
“What is Europe now? A rubble heap, a charnel house,
a breeding ground of pestilence and hate.” There was
ample reason for his pessimism. Almost 40 million
people (soldiers and civilians) had been killed during
the preceding six years. Massive air raids and artillery
bombardments had reduced many of the great cities of
Europe to heaps of rubble. The Polish capital of Warsaw
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had been almost completely obliterated. An American
general described Berlin: “Wherever we looked we saw
desolation. It was like a city of the dead.”

Suffering and shock were visible in every face. Dead
bodies still remained in canals and lakes and were being
dug out from under bomb debris. Millions of Europeans
faced starvation as grain harvests were only half of what
they had been in 1939, Millions were also homeless. In the
parts of the Soviet Union that had been occupied by the
Germans, almost 25 million people were without homes.
The destruction of bridges, roads, and railroads had left
transportation systems paralyzed. Untold millions of
people had been uprooted by the war; now they became
“displaced persons,” trying to find food and then their way
home. Eleven million prisoners of war had to be rerurned
to their native countries while 15 million Germans and
Eastern Europeans were driven out of countries where
they were no longer wanted. Yet despite the chaos, Europe
was soon on the road to a remarkable recovery. Already
by 1950, Europe’s industrial and agricultural output was
30 percent above prewar levels.

World War II had cost Europe more than physical
destruction, however. European supremacy in world
affairs had also been destroyed. After 1945, the colonial
empires of the European nations disintegrated, and
Europe’s place in the world changed radically. As the Cold
War conflict between the world’s two superpowers—the
United States and the Soviet Union—intensified, the
European nations were divided into two armed camps
dependent on one or the other of these two major powers.
The United States and the Soviet Union, whose rivalry
raised the specter of nuclear war, seemed to hold the
survival of Europe and the world in their hands. <&

Development of the Cold War

FOCUS QUESTIONS: Why were the United States
. and the Soviet Union suspicious of each other after

World War II, and what events between 1945 and 1949

heightened the tensions between the two nations? How

and why did the Cold War become a global affair after
19497

Even before World War Il had ended, the two major Allied
powers—the United States and the Soviet Union—had begun
to disagree on the nature of the postwar European world.
Unity had been maintained during the war because of the
urgent need to defeat the Axis powers, but once they were
defeated, the differences between the Americans and Soviets
again surged to the front.

Confrontation of the Superpowers:
Who Started the Cold War?

There has been considerable historical debate about who was
responsible for starting the Cold War. In the 1950s, most

scholars in the West assumed that the bulk of the blame must
fall on the shoulders of Joseph Stalin, whose determination
to impose Soviet rule on Eastern Europe snuffed out hopes
for freedom and self-determination there and aroused justi-
fiable fears of Communist expansion in the West. During the
next decade, however, revisionist historians—influenced in part
by their dislike of aggressive U.S. policies in Southeast Asia—
began to argue that the fault lay primarily in the United States,
where President Harry Truman and his anti-Communist advis-
ers sought to encircle the Soviet Union with a group of pliant
U.S. client states. More recently, many historians have adopted
a more nuanced view, noting that both the United States and
the Soviet Union took steps at the end of World War II that
were unwise or might have been avoided.

Both nations, however, were working within a framework
conditioned by the past. Ultimately, the rivalry between the
two superpowers stemmed from their different historical per-
spectives and their irreconcilable political ambitions. Intense
competition for political and military supremacy had long
been a regular feature of Western civilization. The United
States and the Soviet Union were the heirs of that European
tradition of power politics, and it should not surprise us that
two such different systems would seek to extend their way of
life to the rest of the world. Because of its need to feel secure
on its western border, the Soviet Union was not prepared to
give up the advantages it had gained in Eastern Europe from
Germany's defeat. But neither were American leaders willing
to give up the power and prestige the United States had
gained throughout the world. Suspicious of each other’s
motives, the United States and the Soviet Union soon raised
their mutual fears to a level of intense competition (see the
box on p. 869). In recent years, some historians have empha-
sized Soviet responsibility, especially in view of new evidence
from previously closed Soviet archives that indicates that Stalin
had even been willing to go to war to spread communism to
all of Europe. Regardless of who was responsible, however, a
number of events between 1945 and 1949 embroiled the Soviet
Union and the United States in continual conflict.

DISAGREEMENT OVER EASTERN EUROPE Eastern Europe
was the first area of disagreement. The United States and
Great Britain had championed self-determination and demo-
cratic freedom for the liberated nations of Eastern Europe.
Stalin, however, fearful that the Eastern European nations
would return to traditional anti-Soviet attitudes if they were
permitted free elections, opposed the West's plans. Having
liberated Eastern Europe from the Nazis, the Red Army pro-
ceeded to install pro-Sovier governing regimes in Poland,
Romania, Bulgaria, and Hungary. These pro-Soviet govern-
ments satisfied Stalin’s desire for a buffer zone against the
West, but the local populations and their sympathizers in the
West saw the regimes as an expansion of Stalin’s empire.
Only another war could change this situation, and few people
wanted another armed conflict.

THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE A civil war in Greece provided
another arena for confrontation between the superpowers. In
1946, the Communist People’s Liberation Army and the anti-
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< VIEWPOINTS

Who Started the Cold War? American and Soviet Perspectives

ALTHOUGH THE UNITED STATES and the Soviet Union had
cooperated during World War Il to defeat the Germans and
Japanese, differences began to appear as soon as victory
became certain. The year 1946 was an especially important
turning point in the relationship between the two new
superpowers. George Kennan, an American diplomat
regarded as an expert on Soviet affairs, was asked to write an
analysis of one of Stalin's speeches. His U.S. Foreign Service
dispatch, which came to be known as the Long Telegram,
was sent to U.S. embassies, U.S. State Department officials,
and military leaders. The Long Telegram gave a strong view
of Soviet intentions. A response to Kennan's position was
written by Nikolai Novikov (nyik-uh-LY NAH-vuh-kahf), a
former Soviet ambassador to the United States. His response
was read by Vyacheslav Molotov, the Soviet foreign minister,
but historians are not sure if Stalin or other officials also read
it and were influenced by it.

At the bottom of [the Soviet] neurotic view of world affairs is
a traditional and instinctive Russian sense of insecurity.
Originally, this was the insecurity of a peaceful agricultural
people trying to live on a vast exposed plain in the
neighborhood of fierce nomadic peoples. To this was added,
as Russia came into contact with the economically advanced
West, the fear of more competent, more powerful, more
highly organized societies. . . . For this reason they have
always feared foreign penetration, feared direct contact
between the Western world and their own. ... And they have
learned to seek security only in patient but deadly struggle for
total destruction of rival power, never in compacts and
compromises with it. . ..

In summary, we have here a political force committed
fanatically to the belief that with the United State there can be
no permanent modus vivendi, that it is desirable and
necessary the internal harmony of our society be disrupted,
our traditional way of life be destroyed, the international
authority of our state be broken, if Soviet power is to be
secure. ... In addition it has an elaborate and far-flung
apparatus for exertion of its influence in other countries, an
apparatus of amazing flexibility and versatility, managed by
people whose experience and skill in underground methods
are presumably without parallel in history, Finally, it is
seemingly inaccessible to considerations of reality in its basic
reactions. . .. This is admittedly not a pleasant picture. ... But
I would like to record my conviction that the problem is

within our power to solve—and that without recourse to any
general conflict. . .. I think we may approach calmly and with
good heart the problem of how to deal with Russia . .. [but]
we must have the courage and self-confidence to cling to our
own methods and conceptions of human society. After all, the
greatest danger that can befall us in coping with this problem
of Soviet communism is that we shall allow ourselves to
become like those with whom we are coping,

One of the stages in the achievement of dominance over the
world by the United States is its understanding with England
concerning the partial division of the world on the basis of
mutual concessions. The basic lines of the secret agreement
between the United States and England regarding the division
of the world consist, as shown by facts, in their agreement on
the inclusion of Japan and China in the sphere of influence of
the United States in the Far East.... The American policy in
China is striving for the complete economic and political
submission of China to the control of American monopolistic
capital. . ..

Obvious indications of the U.S. effort to establish world
dominance are also to be found in the increase in military
potential in peacetime and in the establishment of a large
number of naval and air bases both in the United States and
beyond its borders. . . .

Careful note should be taken of the fact that the
preparation by the United States for a future war is being
conducted with the prospect of war against the Soviet Union,
which in the eyes of American imperialists is the main
obstacle in the path of the United States to world domination.
This is indicated by facts such as the tactical training of the
American army for war with the Soviet Union as the future
opponent, the placing of American strategic bases in regions
from which it is possible to launch strikes on Soviet territory,
intensified training and strengthening of Arctic regions as
close approaches to the USSR, and attempts to prepare
Germany and Japan to use those countries in a war against
the USSR.

In Kennan's view, what was the Soviet policy after
World War I1? What did he believe determined that
policy, and how did he think the United States should
respond? In Novikov's view, what was the goal of U.S.
foreign policy, and how did he believe the Americans
planned to achieve it? Why was it so difficult to find a
common ground between the two positions?

Source: Origins of the Cold War: The Novikov, Kennan, and Roberts ‘Long’ Telegrams of 1946. (Kenneth M. Jensen, editer) Washington, DC: Endowment of the United States Institute of Peace, 1993.

pp. 20-21, 28-31, 8, 16. Reprinted with permission,
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Communist forces supported by the British were fighting each
other for control of Greece. Great Britain had initially
assumed primary responsibility for promoting postwar recon-
struction in the eastern Mediterranean, but in 1947 ongoing
postwar economic problems caused the British to withdraw
from the active role they had been playing in both Greece
and Turkey. The U.S, president Harry Truman, alarmed by
British weakness and the possibility of Soviet expansion into
the eastern Mediterranean, responded with the Truman
Doctrine. The Truman Doctrine said, in essence, that the
United States would provide financial aid to countries that
claimed they were threatened by Communist expansion. If
the Soviets were not stopped in Greece, the United States
would have to face the spread of communism throughout
the free world. As Dean Acheson, the American secretary of
state, explained, “Like apples in a barrel infected by disease,
the corruption of Greece would infect Iran and all the East ...
likewise Africa ... Italy ... France.... Not since Rome and
Carthage had there been such a polarization of power on this
earth.”' In March 1947, at Truman’s request the U.S. Con-
gress agreed to provide $400 million in economic and military
aid for Greece and Turkey.

THE MARSHALL PLAN The proclamation of the Truman
Doctrine was followed in June 1947 by the European Recovery
Program, better known as the Marshall Plan. Intended
to rebuild prosperity and stability, this program included
$13 billion for the economic recovery of war-torn Europe.
Underlying it was the belief thar Communist aggression fed off
economic turmoil. General George C. Marshall had noted in a
commencement speech at Harvard, “Our policy is not directed
against any country or doctrine but against hunger, poverty,
desperation and chaos.”* Nevertheless, the Marshall Plan,
which did not include the Soviet Union, helped speed up the
division of Europe into two competing blocs. According to the
Soviet view, the Marshall Plan aimed at the “construction of a
bloc of states bound by obligations to the USA, and to guaran-
tee the American loans in return for the relinquishing by the
European states of their economic and

later also their political independence.””

well-known American diplomat with much knowledge of
Soviet affairs, advocated a policy of containment against fur-
ther aggressive Soviet moves. Kennan favored the “adroit and
vigilant application of counter-force at a series of constantly
shifting geographical and political points, corresponding to
the shifts and maneuvers of Soviet policy.” After the Soviet
blockade of Berlin in 1948, containment of the Soviet Union
became formal American policy.

CONTENTION OVER GERMANY The fate of Germany also
became a source of heated contention between East and West.
Besides denazification and the partitioning of Germany (and
Berlin) into four occupied zones, the Allied powers had agreed
on little else with regard to the conquered nation. The Soviets,
hardest hit by the war, took reparations from Germany in the
form of booty. The technology-starved Soviets dismantled and
removed to the Soviet Union 380 factories from the western
zones of Berlin before transferring their control to the Western
powers. By the summer of 1946, two hundred chemical, paper,
and textile factories in the Soviets’ East German zone had like-
wise been shipped to the Soviet Union. At the same time, the
German Communist Party was reestablished under the control
of Walter Ulbricht (VAHL-tuh OOL-brikkt) (1893-1973) and
was soon in charge of the political reconstruction of the Soviet
zone in eastern Germany.

At the same time, the British, French, and Americans gradu-
ally began to merge their zones economically and by February
1948 were making plans for the unification of these three west-
ern sections of Germany and the formal creation of a West
German federal government. The Soviets responded with a
blockade of West Berlin that allowed neither trucks nor trains
to enter the three western zones of Berlin. The Soviets hoped
to secure economic control of all Berlin and force the Western
powers to halt the creation of a separate West German state.

The Western powers faced a dilemma. Direct military con-
frontation seemed dangerous, and no one wished to risk World
War III. Therefore, an attempt to break through the blockade
with tanks and trucks was ruled out. But how could the 2.5 mil-

lion people in the three western zones

Some scholars believe that the Marshall 5

Plan encouraged Stalin to push for even
greater control of Eastern Europe to
safeguard Soviet interests.

THE AMERICAN POLICY OF
CONTAINMENT By 1947, the split in
Europe between East and West had
become a fact of life (see the Film &
History feature on p. 871). At the end
of World War I, the United States had
favored a quick end to its commitments
in Europe. But American fears of Soviet
aims caused the United States to play
an increasingly important role in Euro-
pean affairs. In an article in Foreign

@ Cengage Leamning

of Berlin be kept alive when the whole

city was inside the Soviet zone? The
solution was the Berlin Air Lift.

= Air Lift routes

It was an enormous task. Western
Allied air forces worked around the
clock for almost a year to supply the
city of Berlin with foodstuffs as well
as the coal, oil, and gasoline needed
to heat the city's dwellings and run
its power stations, sewer plants, and
factories. At the peak 13,000 tons of
supplies were being flown to Berlin
daily. Altogether the Western powers
shipped 2.3 million tons of food on
277,500 flights. Seventy-three Allied
airmen lost their lives due to acci-
dents. The Soviets, also not wanting

Affairs in July 1947, George Kennan, a The Berlin Air Lift

war, did not interfere and finally
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T Thmi Man (19-49) |

DIReCTED BY SIR CAROL REED, The Third Man is a classic thriller
set in post-World War |l Vienna. It is based on a novel by
Graham Greene, who also wrote the screenplay for the
movie. When he arrives in Vienna, Holly Martins (Joseph
Cotten), an out-of-work American writer of pulp-fiction
Westerns, learns that his old school friend Harry Lime (Orson
Welles), who had offered him a job in Vienna, has recently
died in a traffic accident. But the circumstances surrounding
Lime's death are suspicious. With the help of Lime's
girlfriend, Anna Schmidt (Alida Valli), Martins sets out to
determine what really happened. Eventually, he finds that
Lime did not really die but has gone underground in the
Russian sector of Vienna to avoid capture by the British Major
Calloway (Trevor Howard). British authorities have
ascertained that Lime has been active in the black market, as
are many people in postwar Vienna. Lime, however, has been
involved in the heinous sale of watered-down penicillin that
has led to pain and death for many children. When Lime and
Martins finally meet, Lime justifies his activities with the
cynical words:

Don't be so gloomy. After all it's not that awful. Like
the fella says, in Italy for 30 years under the Borgias
they had warfare, terror, murder, and bloodshed,
but they produced Michelangelo, Leonardo da
Vinci, and the Renaissance. In Switzerland they

had brotherly love—they had 500 years of
democracy and peace, and what did that

produce? The cuckoo clock,

Martins agrees to help the British authorities track down
Lime, who tries without success to escape through the
massive sewers underneath the cobblestone streets of
Vienna.

The Third Man is a thriller, but it also gives viewers a
sense of the bleakness of postwar Europe. Carol Reed
had worked for a British wartime documentary group
and insisted that the movie be shot on location in
Vienna, where piles of rubble and bomb craters still
remained alongside architectural masterpieces.

The movie accurately reflects the different perspectives
of the Americans and Europeans at the end of World
War Il. The United States was beginning to experience
an economic boom, and most Americans were

London Films/The Kobal Collection at Art Resource, NY

lifted the blockade in May 1949. The blockade of Berlin had
severely increased tensions between the United States and the
Soviet Union and brought about the separation of Germany
into two states. At the end of May, a constitution was drafted
for a Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany). Konrad

optimistic about the future. Europeans, in contrast, were
world-weary and disillusioned. Many lived, as in Vienna, in a
joyless world, reflected in the words of Anna Schmidt when
Martins asks her about Lime's untimely death: “I don't know
anything anymore, except that | want to be dead, too.” The
Third Man also reflected the uncertainties and paranoia
associated with the emerging Cald War in Europe. Bombed-
out Vienna was divided into four zones, each with its
suspicious officials from the four powers—the United States,
Britain, France, and the Soviet Union. The inner city was
jointly administered by the four powers. As the authorities
spar over the details of governing Vienna, Holly Martins is
never quite sure who he can trust in this new world of
confused loyalties. In the film, the Russians are trying to take
Anna Schmidt back to her native Czechoslovakia, a clear
indication of the growing Soviet power in Eastern Europe,
And Major Calloway is obviously suspicious of his Russian
counterparts. Vienna itself is a forlorn city where black
marketers control the economy and the underground sewer
system serves as a route for travel between the closed
sectors of the city.

Harry Lime (Orson Welles) tries to avoid capture.

Adenauer (AD-uh-now-ur) (1876-1967) was elected as the
new German chancellor in September 1949. A month later,
the separate German Democratic Republic was established in
East Germany. Berlin remained a divided city and the source
of much contention between East and West.
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Deutsches Historisches Museum, Berlin/@ DHM,/The Bridgeman Art Library

NEW MILITARY ALLIANCES The Soviet Union also detonated

its first atomic bomb in 1949, and all too soon, both super-
powers were involved in an escalating arms race that re-
sulted in the construction of ever more destructive nuclear
weapons. Soon the search for security took the form of mutual
deterrence, the belief that an arsenal of nuclear weapons pre-
vented war by assuring that if one nation launched its nuclear
weapons in a preemptive first strike, the other nation would
still be able to respond and devastate the attacker. Therefore,
the assumption was that neither side would risk using the
massive arsenals that had been assembled. The search for secu-
rity in the uncertain atmosphere of the Cold War also led to
the formation of military alliances. The North Atantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) was formed in April 1949 when Bel-
gium, Britain, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands, Norway, and Portugal signed a treaty with
the United States and Canada. All the powers agreed to provide
mutual assistance if any one of them was attacked. A few years
later West Germany, Greece, and Turkey joined NATO.

The Eastern European states soon followed suit. In 1949,
they formed the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance
(COMECON) for economic cooperation. Then in 1955, Alba-
nia, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary,
Poland, Romania, and the Soviet Union organized a formal
military alliance in the Warsaw Pact. As had happened so
many times before, Europe was divided into hostile alliance
systems (see Map 28.1).

Globalization of the Cold War

The Cold War soon spread from Europe to the rest of the
world. In 1949, the victory of the Chinese Communists in the
Chinese civil war brought a new Communist regime and

The Berlin Air Lift. During the
Berlin Air Lift, the United States and
its Western allies flew 13,000 tons of
supplies daily to Berlin and thus were
able to break the Soviet land blocade
of the city. In this photograph,
residents of West Berlin watch

an American plane land at Berlin's
Templehof Airport with supplies for
the city.

intensified American fears about the spread of communism.
Shortly thereafter, the Korean War turned the Cold War into
a worldwide struggle, eventually leading to a system of mili-
tary alliances around the globe.

THE KOREAN WAR The removal of Korea from Japanese
control had been one of the stated objectives of the Allies in
World War 11, and on the eve of the Japanese surrender in
August 1945, the Soviet Union and the United States agreed
to divide the country into two separate occupation zones at
the 38th parallel. They originally planned to hold national
elections after the restoration of peace to reunify Korea
under an independent government. But as U.S.-Soviet rela-
tions deteriorated, two separate governments emerged in
Korea, a Communist one in the north (Democratic People's
Republic of Korea or

North Korea) and an ¢ 150 (e
anti-Communist one 0 100 .
(Republic of Korea or CHINA | ON advance by

A November, 1950
'TH i
REA
Armistice line,
1953

8t ||.\:'.|I]:_'|_ ==

South Korea) in the
south.

Tensions between
the two governments By
ran high along the
dividing line, and on o Kﬂreaﬂ i
June 25, 1950, with the  inasion, 1950~
apparent approval of Sidlon ¥/80
Stalin, North Korean
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United States/NATO

| Missile bases: NATO
Troops: LL.S.
Nuclear bombers: LL.S.
Naval port: U.S.
Fleet: LL.S.

F &> —

Nuclear missile submarine: U.S.

Soviet/Warsaw Pact

Missile bases: Warsaw Pact
Troops: Soviet

Nuclear bombers: Soviet

Fleet: Soviet

- NATO member
[_] Natoally

- Warsaw Pact member

Naval port: Soviet

e=de Nuclear missile submarine: Soviet

MAP 28.1 The New European Alliance Systems in the 1950s and 1960s. With the United States as
its leader, NATO was formed in 1949 to counter the perceived military threat of the Soviet Union and
its Eastern European satellites, which formally created the Warsaw Pact in 1955. Soviet and American
troops, each backed by nuclear weapons, directly faced each other, heightening Cold War tensions.

@ Which NATO countries shared a border with one or more Warsaw Pact countries?

and expansion, gained the support of the United Nations and
intervened by sending American troops to turn back the inva-
sion. By September, United Nations forces (mostly Americans
and South Koreans) under the command of General Douglas
MacArthur marched northward across the 38th parallel with the
aim of unifying Korea under a single non-Communist govern-
ment. But Mao Zedong (mow zee-DAHNG) (1893-1976), the
leader of Communist China, sent Chinese forces into the fray
and forced MacArthur’s troops back to South Korea.

To many Americans, the Chinese intervention in Korea
was clear evidence that China intended to promote commu-
nism throughout Asia. In fact, China's decision to enter the

war was probably motivated in large part by the fear that hos-
tile U.S. forces might be stationed on the Chinese frontier.
When two more years of fighting failed to produce a conclu-
sive victory, an armistice was finally signed in 1953. The
boundary line between North and South Korea remained
roughly at the 38th parallel. To many Americans, the policy
of containing communism had succeeded in Asia, just as it
had earlier in Europe, though at the cost of losing more than
33,000 men in the war. The Chinese invasion also hardened
Western attitudes against the new Chinese government and
led to China’s isolation from the major capitalist powers for
two decades. As a result, China was forced to rely almost
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entirely on the Soviet Union, with which it had signed a pact
of friendship and cooperation in early 1950.

THE FIRST VIETNAM WAR A struggle began in French Indo-
china after World War 11, when the Indochinese Communist
Party led by Ho Chi Minh (HOH CHEE MIN) (1890-1969)
formed a multiparty nationalist alliance called the Vietminh
(vee-et-MIN) Front and seized power in northern and central
Vietnam. When the negotiations between Ho's government
and the returning French collapsed, war broke out in
December 1946.

For three years, the Vietminh gradually increased in size
and effectiveness. What had begun as an anticolonial struggle
by Ho Chi Minh’s Vietminh Front against the French soon
became entangled in the Cold War as both the United States
and the new Communist government in China began to inter-
vene in the conflict in the early 1950s. China began to provide
military assistance to the Vietminh to protect its own borders
from hostile forces. The Americans supported the French but
pressured the French government to prepare for an eventual
transition to a non-Communist government in Vietnam.

At the Geneva Conference in 1954, with the French public
dred of fighting the “dirty war” in Indochina, the French
agreed to a peace settlement with Ho Chi Minh’s Vietminh.
Vietnam was temporarily divided into a northern Communist
half (known as the Democratic Republic of Vietnam) and a
non-Communist southern half based in Saigon (sy-GAHN)
(known eventually as the Republic of Vietnam). Elections
were to be held in two years to create a unified government.

ESCALATION OF THE COLD WAR The Korean and Vietnam-
ese experiences seemed to confirm American fears of Com-
munist expansion and reinforced American determination to
contain Soviet power. In the mid-1950s, the administration of
President Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969) adopted a pol-
icy of massive retaliation, which advocated the full use of
American nuclear bombs to counteract even a Soviet ground
attack in Europe, although there was no evidence that Stalin
ever planned such an attack. Meanwhile, American military
alliances were extended around the world. Eisenhower
claimed, “The freedom we cherish and defend in Europe and
in the Americas is no different from the freedom that is im-
periled in Asia.” The Central Treaty Organization (CENTO)
of Great Britain, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, Turkey, and the United
States was intended to prevent the Soviet Union from expand-
ing at the expense of its southern neighbors. In addition, Aus-
tralia, Britain, France, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines,
Thailand, and the United States formed the Southeast Asia
Treaty Organization (SEATO). By the mid-1950s, the United
States found itself allied militarily with forty-two states around
the world.

Despite the escalation of the Cold War, hopes for a new
era of peaceful coexistence also appeared. The death of Stalin
in 1953 caused some people in the West to think that the new
Soviet leadership might adopt more flexible policies. But this
optimism proved premature. A summit conference at Geneva
in 1955 berween President Eisenhower and Nikolai Bulganin

(nyik-uh-LY bool-GAN-yin) (1895-1975), then the leader of
the Soviet government, produced no real benefits. A year
later, all talk of rapprochement (ra-prohsh-MAHN)
between East and West temporarily ceased when the Soviet
Union used its armed forces to crush Hungary’s attempt to
assert its independence from Soviet control.

ANOTHER BERLIN CRISIS A crisis over Berlin also added to
the tension in the late 1950s. In August 1957, the Soviet Union
had launched its first intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM)
and, shortly thereafter, Sputnik I, the first space satellite.
Fueled by partisan political debate, fears of a “missile gap”
between the United States and the Soviet Union seized the
American public. Nikita Khrushchev (nuh-KEE-tuh
KHROOSH-chawf) (1894-1971), the new leader of the
Soviet Union, attempted to take advantage of the American
frenzy over missiles to solve the problem of West Berlin.
Khrushchev had said that Berlin was like “the testicles of the
West: every time I want to make the West scream, 1 squeeze
on Berlin.”* West Berlin had remained a “Western island” of
prosperity in the midst of the relatively poverty-stricken East
Germany. Many East Germans also managed to escape East
Germany by fleeing through West Berlin.

In November 1958, Khrushchev announced that unless the
West removed its forces from West Berlin within six months,
he would turn over control of the access routes to Berlin to
the East Germans. Unwilling to accept an ultimatum that
would have abandoned West Berlin to the Communists,
Eisenhower and the West stood firm, and Khrushchev even-
tually backed down.

The crisis was revived when John F. Kennedy (1917-1963)
became the American president. During a summit meeting in
Vienna in June 1961, Khrushchev threatened Kennedy with
another six-month ultimatum over West Berlin. Kennedy left
Vienna convinced of the need to deal firmly with the Soviet
Union, and Khrushchev was forced once again to back off.
Frustrated, Khrushchev conspired with Walter Ulbricht, the
East German leader, to build a wall around West Berlin to
cut off the flow of refugees to the West. On August 13, 1961,
East German workers under military supervision began the
construction of the Berlin Wall. Within a few months, more
than 100 miles of wall, topped by numerous watchtowers,
surrounded West Berlin. Since access from West Germany
into West Berlin was still permitted, the Americans acqui-
esced and accepted the wall’s existence. The Berlin Wall
became a powerful symbol of a divided Europe. And Khru-
shchev, determined to achieve some foreign policy success,
soon embarked on an even more dangerous venture in Cuba,

THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS The Cold War confrontation
between the United States and the Soviet Union reached fright-
ening levels during the Cuban Missile Crisis. In 1959, a left-
wing revolutionary named Fidel Casto (fee-DELL KASS-
troh) (b. 1927) had overthrown the Cuban dictator Fulgencio
Batista (FULL-jen-see-oh bah-TEES-tuh) (1901-1973) and
established a Soviet-supported totalitarian regime. In 1961, an
American-supported attempt to invade Cuba via the Bay of
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The Cuban Missile Crisis from Khrushchev's Perspective

THe CusaN MissiLE CRiSIS WAS one of the sobering
experiences of the Cold War. It led the two superpowers to
seek new ways to lessen the tensions between them. This
version of the events is taken from the memoirs of Nikita
Khrushchev.

Nikita Khrushchev, Khrushchev Remembers

I will explain what the Caribbean crisis of October 1962, was
all about. . .. At the time that Fidel Castro led his revolution
to victory and entered Havana with his troops, we had no
idea what political course his regime would follow. ... All the
while the Americans had been watching Castro closely. At
first they thought that the capitalist underpinnings of the
Cuban economy would remain intact. So by the time Castro
announced that he was going to put Cuba on the road toward
Socialism, the Americans had already missed their chance to
do anything about it by simply exerting their influence: there
were no longer any forces left which could be organized to
fight on America’s behalf in Cuba. That left only one
alternative—invasion! . . .

After Castro’s crushing victory over the
counterrevolutionaries we intensified our military aid to
Cuba. ... We were sure that the Americans would never
reconcile themselves to the existence of Castro’s Cuba. They
feared, as much as we hoped, that a Socialist Cuba might
become a magnet that would attract other Latin American
countries to Socialism. . .. It was clear to me that we might
very well lose Cuba if we didn't take some decisive steps in
her defense. ... We had to think up some way of confronting
America with more than words. We had to establish a
tangible and effective deterrent to American interference in
the Caribbean. But what exactly? The logical answer was
missiles. We knew that American missiles were aimed against
us in Turkey and Italy, to say nothing of West Germany. . ..
My thinking went like this: if we installed the missiles secretly
and then if the United States discovered the missiles were

Source: From Strobe Talbot, ed., Krushchev Remembers, copyright @ Andrew Nurnberg Associates.

Pigs and overthrow Castro’s regime ended in utter failure. The
next year, in 1962, the Soviet Union decided to station nuclear
missiles in Cuba. The United States was not prepared to allow
nuclear weapons within such close striking distance of the
American mainland, even though it had placed nuclear weap-
ons in Turkey within easy range of the Soviet Union. Khru-
shchev was quick to point out that “your rockets are in
Turkey. You are worried by Cuba ... because it is 90 miles
from the American coast. But Turkey is next to us.”> When
U.S. intelligence discovered that a Soviet fleet carrying missiles
was heading to Cuba, President Kennedy decided to blockade
Cuba and prevent the fleet from reaching its destination. This
approach to the problem had the benefit of delaying confronta-
tion and giving the two sides time to find a peaceful solution

there after they were already poised and ready to strike, the
Americans would think twice before trying to liquidate our
installations by military means. . .. I want to make one thing
absolutely clear: when we put our ballistic missiles in Cuba
we had no desire to start a war. On the contrary, our
principal aim was only to deter America from starting

a war. ...

President Kennedy issued an ultimatum, demanding that
we remove our missiles and bombers from Cuba.... We sent
the Americans a note saying that we agreed to remove our
missiles and bombers on the condition that the President give
us his assurance that there would be no invasion of Cuba by
the forces of the United States or anybody else. Finally
Kennedy gave in and agreed to make a statement giving us
such an assurance. ... It had been, to say the least, an
interesting and challenging situation. The two most powerful
nations of the world had been squared off against each other,
each with its finger on the button. You'd have thought that
war was inevitable. But both sides showed that if the desire to
avoid war is strong enough, even the most pressing dispute
can be solved by compromise. And a compromise over Cuba
was indeed found. The episode ended in a triumph of
common sense. ... It was a great victory for us, though, that
we had been able to extract from Kennedy a promise that
neither America nor any of her allies would invade Cuba.. ..
The Caribbean crisis was a triumph of Soviet foreign policy
and a personal triumph in my own career as a statesman and
as a member of the collective leadership. We achieved, [
would say, a spectacular success without having to fire a
single shot!

@ According to his memoirs, why did Khrushchev

decide to install missiles in Cuba? Why did he later
agree to remove them? What did each side “lose”
and what did each side “win" in the Cuban Missile
Crisis?

(see the box above). Khrushchev agreed to turn back the fleet
if Kennedy pledged not to invade Cuba. In a conciliatory letter
to Kennedy, Khrushchev wrote:

We and you ought not to pull on the ends of the rope in which
you have tied the knot of war, because the more the two of us
pull, the tighter that knot will be tied. And a moment may
come when that knot will be tied too tight that even he who
tied it will not have the strength to untie it.... Let us not only
relax the forces pulling on the ends of the rope, let us take
measures to untie that knot. We are ready for this.”

The Cuban Missile Crisis brought the world frighteningly
close to nuclear war. Indeed, in 1992, a high-ranking Soviet of-
ficer revealed that short-range rockets armed with nuclear
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CHRONOLOGY The Cold War to 1962

Truman Doctrine 1947
European Recovery Program (Marshall Plan) 1947
Berlin blockade 1948-1949
Communists win civil war in China 1949
Soviet Union explodes first atomic bomb 1949
Formation of NATO 1949
Formation of COMECON 1949
Korean War 19501953
End of First Vietham War 1954
Formation of Warsaw Pact 1955
Berlin Crisis 1958
Vienna summit 1961
Cuban Missile Crisis 1962

devices would have been used against American troops if the
United States had invaded Cuba, an option that President
Kennedy fortunately had rejected. The intense feeling that
the world might have been annihilated in a few days had a
profound influence on both sides. A hotline communication
system between Moscow and Washington was installed in
1963 to expedite rapid communication between the two
superpowers in a time of crisis. In the same year, the two
powers agreed to ban nuclear tests in the atmosphere, a step
that served to lessen the tensions between the two nations.

Europe and the World:
Decolonization

FOCUS QUESTION: Why and how did the
European colonies in Africa, the Middle East, and Asia
gain independence between 1945 and 19657

As we saw in Chapter 26, movements for independence had
begun in earnest in Africa and Asia in the years between the
wars. After World War 11, these movements grew even
louder. The ongoing subjugation of peoples by colonial
powers seemed at odds with the goals the Allies had pur-
sued in overthrowing the repressive regimes of Germany,
Italy, and Japan. Then, too, indigenous peoples everywhere
took up the call for national self-determination and
expressed their determination to fight for independence.

The ending of the European colonial empires did not
come easy, however. In 1941, Winston Churchill had said,
“I have not become His Majesty’s Chief Minister in order to
preside over the liquidation of the British Empire.” Britain
and France in particular seemed reluctant to let go of their
colonies, but for a variety of reasons both eventually gave in
to the obvious: the days of empire were over,

During the war, the Japanese had already humiliated the
Western states by overrunning their colonial empires. In
addition, colonial soldiers who had fought on behalf of the

Allies were well aware that Allied war aims included the prin-
ciple of self-determination for the peoples of the world. Equally
important to the process of decolonization after World War
11, the exhaustive struggles of the war had destroyed the power
of the Buropean states. The greatest colonial empire builder,
Great Britain, no longer had the energy or the wealth to main-
tain its colonial empire, Given the combination of circumstan-
ces, a rush of decolonization swept the world. Between 1947
and 1962, virtually every colony achieved independence and
attained statehood. Although some colonial powers willingly
relinquished their control, others had to be driven out by
national wars of liberation. Decolonization was a difficult and
even bitter process, but it created a new world as the non-
Western states ended the long era of Western domination.

Africa: The Struggle for
Independence

After World War II, Europeans reluctantly realized that colo-
nial rule in Africa would have to come to an end, but little

@ Marc Riboud/Magnum Photos

Algerian Independence. Although the French wanted to retain
control of their Algerian colony, a bloody war of liberation finally led to
Algeria’s freedom. This photograph shows Algerians celebrating the
announcement of independence on July 3, 1962,
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MAP 28.2 Decolonization in Africa. By the late 1950s, Britain and France had decided to
allow independence for most of their African colonies, although France fought hard before
relinquishing Algeria. Most of the new states had difficulty promoting economic growth and

for independence was not restricted
to the cities. In Kenya, for example,
the widely publicized Mau Mau move-
ment among the Kikuyu (ki-KOO-
yuh) peoples used terrorism to
demand uhuru (00-HOO-roo) (Swa-
hili for “freedom”) from the British.
Mau Mau terrorism alarmed the Euro-
pean populaton and convinced the
British in 1959 to promise eventual
independence.

A similar process was occurring in
Egypt, which had been a British pro-
tectorate since the 1880s. In 1918, a
formal political party called the Wafd
(WAHFT) was organized to promote
Egyptian independence. Although
Egypt gained its formal independence
in 1922, it still remained under British
control. Egyptian intellectuals, how-
ever, were opposed as much to the
Egyptian monarchy as to the British,
and in 1952, an army coup overthrew
King Farouk (fuh-ROOK) and set up
an independent republic.

In North Africa, the French, who
were simply not strong enough to
maintain control of their far-flung co-
lonial empire, granted full indepen-
dence to Morocco and Tunisia in 1956
(see Map 28.2). Since Algeria was
home to 2 million French settlers,
however, France attempted to retain
its dominion there. But a group of Al-
gerian  nationalists organized the
National Liberation Front (FLN) and
in 1954 initiated a guerrilla war to lib-
erate their homeland (see the box on
p. 878). By mid-1956, France had sent

deallng with internal ethnic animosities.

"~ independence from 1975 onward?

had been done to prepare Africans for self-rule. Political
organizations that had been formed by Africans before the
war to gain their rights became formal political parties with
independence as their goal. In the Gold Coast, Kwame Nkru-
mah (KWAH-may en-KROO-muh) (1909-1972) formed the
Convention People’s Party, the first African political party in
black Africa. In the late 1940s, Jomo Kenyatta (JOH-moh
ken-YAHT-uh) (1894-1978) founded the Kenya African
National Union, which focused on economic issues but also
sought self-rule for Kenya.

For the most part, these political activities were non-
violent and were led by Western-educated African intellec-
tuals. Their constituents were primarily merchants, urban
professionals, and members of labor unions. But the demand

| What is a significant characteristic shared by a majority of the countries that gained

400,000 troops to Algeria to protect
French settlers and capture FLN terro-
rist cells. As the war dragged on, the
French people became so divided
that their leader, Charles de Gaulle, accepted the inevitable
and granted Algerian independence in 1962. The liberation of
Algeria led to a massive movement of peoples as 2 million
French settlers repatriated to France, and thousands of harkis
(har-KEES), Muslim Algerians who had fought alongside the
French, also fled in fear of retaliation. Their fears were not
unwarranted; the new Algerian authorities executed almost
60,000 harkis who remained behind.

In areas such as South Africa, where European settlers domi-
nated the political system, the transition to independence was
more complicated. In South Africa, political activity by local
blacks began with the formation of the African National Con-
gress (ANC) in 1912. At first, it was a group of intellectuals
whose goal was to gain economic and political reforms,
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Frantz Fanon and the Wretched of the Earth

BORN ON THE ISLAND OF MARTINIQUE, Frantz Fanon (FRAHNTS
FAN-uhn) (1925-1961) studied psychiatry in France. His work
as head of a psychiatric hospital in Algeria led him to favor
violence as a necessary instrument to overthrow Western
imperialism, which to Fanon was itself rooted in violence.
The Wretched of the Earth, published in 1961, provided an
argument for national liberation movements in the Third
World. In the last part of the book, Fanon discussed the
mental disorders that arose from Algeria's war of national
liberation.

I'he Wretched of the Earth: Colonial War and

Mental Disorders, Series B

We have here brought together certain cases or groups of
cases in which the event giving rise to the illness is in the first
place the atmosphere of total war which reigns in Algeria.

Case No. 1: The murder by two young Algerians, thirteen and
fourteen years old respectively, of their European playmate.

We had been asked to give expert medical advice in a legal
matter. Two young Algerians thirteen and fourteen years old,
pupils in a secondary school, were accused of having killed
one of their European schoolmates. They admitted having
done it. The crime was reconstructed, and photos were added
to the record. Here one of the children could be seen holding
the victim while the other struck at him with a knife. The
little defendants did not go back on their declarations. We
had long conversations with them. We here reproduce the
most characteristic of their remarks:

The boy fourteen years old:

This young defendant was in marked contrast to his school
fellow. He was already almost a man, and an adult in his
muscular control, his appearance, and the content of his
replies. He did not deny having killed either. Why had he
killed? He did not reply to the question but asked me had I
ever seen a European in prison. Had there ever been a
Buropean arrested and sent to prison after the murder of an
Algerian? I replied that in fact I had never seen any Europeans
in prison.

“And yet there are Algerians killed every day, aren’t
there?”

EYes

“So why are only Algerians found in the prisons? Can you
explain that to me?”

“No. But tell me why you killed this boy who was your
friend.”

“T'll tell you why. You've heard tell of the Rivet business?”
[Rivet was a village near Algiers where in 1956 the French
militia dragged forty men from their own beds and afterward
murdered them.]

S

“Two of my family were killed then. At home, they said
that the French had sworn to kill us all, one after the other.
And did they arrest a single Frenchman for all those Algerians
who were killed?”

“I don’t know.”

“Well, nobody at all was arrested. I wanted to take to the
mountains, but I was too young. So [my friend] and I said
we'd kill a European.™

“Why?”

“In your opinion, what should we have done?”

“I don’t know. But you are a child and what is happening
concerns grown-up people,”

“But they kill children too.”

“That is no reason for killing your friend.”

“Well, kill him I did. Now you can do what you like.”

“Had your friend done anything to harm you?”

“Not a thing.”

“Well?”

“Well, there you are.”

What does this selection tell you about some of the
Q fundamental characteristics of European colonial
regimes? What broader forces, perhaps liberated or
focused by World War II, could have contributed to
the uprisings and to the crimes the colonized
committed against the colonizers in the postwar
period?

Source; "Colanial War and Mental Disorders, Series B" from The Wretched of the Earth by Frantz Fanon, copyright @ 1993 by Presence Africaine. Translation copyright @ 2004 by Richard Philcox. Used

by permission of Grove/Atlantic, Inc.

including full equality for educated Africans, within the frame-
work of the existing system. The ANC'’s efforts, however, met
with little success. At the same time, by the 1950s, South African
whites were strengthening the laws separating whites and
blacks, creating a system of racial segregation in South Africa
known as apartheid (uh-PAHRT-hyt). When blacks demon-
strated against the apartheid laws, the white government bru-
tally repressed the demonstrators. After the arrest of Nelson
Mandela (b. 1918), the ANC leader, in 1962, members of the
ANC called for armed resistance to the white government.

When both the British and the French decided to let go of
their colonial empires, most black African nations achieved
their independence in the late 1950s and 1960s. The Gold
Coast, now renamed Ghana and under the guidance of
Kwame Nkrumah, was first in 1957. Nigeria, the Belgian
Congo (renamed Zaire), Kenya, Tanganyika (later, when
joined with Zanzibar, renamed Tanzania), and others soon
followed. Seventeen new African nations emerged in 1960.
Another eleven followed between 1961 and 1965. By the late
1960s, only parts of southern Africa and the Portuguese
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possessions of Mozambique and Angola remained under
European rule. After a series of brutal guerrilla wars, the
Portuguese finally gave up their colonies in the 1970s.

Conflict in the Middle East

Although Turkey, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Iraq had become
independent states between the two world wars, the end
of World War II led to the emergence of other indepen-
dent states in the Middle East. Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon,
all European mandates before the war, became independent
(see Map 28.3). Sympathy for the idea of Arab unity led to the
formation of the Arab League in 1945, but different points of
view among its members prevented it from achieving any-
thing of substance.

THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE The one issue on which all
Muslim states in the area could agree was the question of Pal-
estine. As tensions between Jews and Arabs intensified in that
mandate during the 1930s, the British reduced Jewish immi-
gration into the area and firmly rejected Jewish proposals for
an independent state in Palestine. The Zionists, who wanted
Palestine as a home for Jews, were not to be denied, however.
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MAP 28.3 Decolonization in the Middle East. Under the control of
the Ottoman Empire prior to World War |, much of the Middle East
was ruled directly or indirectly by the British and French after the
war. Britain, the main colonial power, granted independence to most
of its holdings in the first years after World War I, although it did
maintain control of small states in the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea
region until 1971.
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Many people had been shocked at the end of World War I1
when they learned about the Holocaust, and sympathy for
the Jewish cause grew dramatically. As a result, the Zionists
turned for support to the United States, and in March 1948,
the Truman administration approved the concept of an inde-
pendent Jewish state in Palestine, even though Jews com-
prised only about one-third of the local population. When a
United Nations resolution divided Palestine into a Jewish state
and an Arab state, the Jews in Palestine acted. On May 14,
1948, they proclaimed the state of Israel.

Its Arab neighbors saw the new state as a betrayal of the
Palestinian people, 90 percent of whom were Muslim. Out-
raged at the lack of Western support for Muslim interests in
the area, several Arab countries invaded the new Jewish state,
The invasion failed, but both sides remained bitter. The Arab
states refused to recognize the existence of Israel.

NASSER AND PAN-ARABISM In Egypt, a new leader arose
who would play an important role in the Arab world and the
Arab-Israeli conflict. Colonel Gamal Abdel Nasser (guh-
MAHL ahb-DOOL NAH-sur) (1918-1970) seized control of
the Egyptian government in 1954 and two years later nation-
alized the Suez Canal Company, which had been under Brit-
ish and French administration. Seeing a threat to their route
to the Indian Ocean, the British and French launched a joint
attack on Egypt to protect their investment. They were joined
by Israel, whose leaders had grown exasperated at sporadic
Arab commando raids on Israeli territory and now decided to
strike back. But the Eisenhower administration in the United
States, concerned that the attack smacked of a revival of colo-
nialism, joined with the Soviet Union, its Cold War enemy,
and supported Nasser. Together, they brought about the
withdrawal of foreign forces from Egypt and of Israeli troops
from the Sinai peninsula.

Nasser emerged from the conflict as a powerful leader and
now began to promote Pan-Arabism, or Arab unity. In March
1958, Egypt formally united with Syria in the United Arab
Republic (UAR), with Nasser as president of the new state.
Egypt and Syria hoped that the union would eventually
include all Arab states, but many other Arab leaders were sus-
picious of Pan-Arabism. Oil-rich Arab states such as Iraq and
Saudi Arabia feared that they would be asked to share their
vast oil revenues with the poorer states of the Middle East. In
1961, Nasser's plans and the UAR came to an end when mili-
tary leaders seized control of Syria and withdrew it from its
union with Egypt.

THE ARAB-ISRAELI DISPUTE The breakup of the UAR did
not end the dream of Pan-Arabism. At a meeting of Arab lead-
ers held in Jerusalem in 1964, Egypt took the lead in forming
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) to represent the
interests of the Palestinians. The PLO believed that only the
Palestinian peoples (and not Jewish immigrants from abroad)
had the right to form a state in Palestine. A guerrilla move-
ment called al-Fatah (al-FAH-tuh), led by the PLO political
leader Yasir Arafat (yah-SEER ah-ruh-FAHT) (1929-2004),

began to launch terrorist attacks on Israeli territory.
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During the 1960s, the dispute between Israel and other
states in the Middle East intensified. Essentially alone except
for the sympathy of the United States and a few Western
European countries, Israel adopted a policy of immediate
retaliation against any hostile act by the PLO and its Arab
neighbors. By the spring of 1967, Nasser in Egypt had
stepped up his military activities and imposed a blockade
against Israeli shipping through the Gulf of Aqaba (AH-kuh-
buh). Learning that an attack was imminent, on June 5,
1967, Israel launched preemptive air strikes against Egypt
and several of its Arab neighbors. Israeli warplanes bombed
seventeen Egyptian airflelds and wiped out most of the
Egyptian air force. Israeli armies then broke the blockade at
the head of the Gulf of Aqaba and occupied the Sinai penin-
sula. Other Israeli forces seized Jordanian territory on the
West Bank of the Jordan River, occupied all of Jerusalem

(formerly divided berween Israel and Jordan), and attacked
Syrian military positions in the Golan Heights area along the
Israeli-Syrian border. In this brief Six-Day War, as it is called,
Israel devastated Nasser’s forces and tripled the size of its
territory. The new Israel aroused even more bitter hatred
among the Arabs. Furthermore, another million Palestinians
now lived inside Israel’s new borders, most of them on the
West Bank.

Asia: Nationalism and Communism

In Asia, the United States initiated the process of decoloniza-
tion in 1946 when it granted independence to the Philippines
(see Map 28.4). Britain soon followed suit with India. But eth-
nic and religious differences made the process both difficult
and violent.
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MAP 28.4 Decolonization in Asia. Britain and the United States granted independence to their possessions in Asia soon after World War I.
France fought hard to hold Indochina but left after major military defeats. Cold War tensions in Asia led to both the Korean War and the

Vietnam War.

What two neighboring countries’ presence helps explain why Korea has had difficulty maintaining complete independence throughout

much of its history?

880 m CHAPTER 28 Cold War and a New Western World, 1945-1965



At the end of World War 11, the British negotiated with
both the Indian National Congress, which was mostly Hindu,
and the Muslim League. British India’s Muslims and Hindus
were bitterly divided and unwilling to accept a single Indian
state. Britain soon realized that British India would have to be
divided into two countries, one Hindu (India) and one Mus-
lim (Pakistan). Pakistan would actually consist of two regions
separated by more than 1,000 miles.

Among Congress leaders, only Mahatma Gandhi objected
to the division of India. A Muslim woman, critical of his oppo-
sition to partition, asked him, "If two brothers were living to-
gether in the same house and wanted to separate and live in
two different houses, would you object?” “Ah,” Gandhi
replied, “if only we could separate as two brothers. But we
will not. It will be an orgy of blood. We shall tear ourselves
asunder in the womb of the mother who bears us.””

On August 15, 1947, India and Pakistan became inde-
pendent. But Gandhi had been right. The flight of millions
of Hindus and Muslims across the new borders led to vio-
lence, and more than a million people were killed—including
Gandhi, who was assassinated on January 30, 1948, by a
Hindu militant. India’s new beginning had not been easy.

Other areas of Asia also achieved independence. In 1948,
Britain granted independence to Ceylon (modern Sri Lanka)
and Burma (modern Myanmar), When the Dutch failed to rees-
tablish control over the Dutch East Indies, Indonesia emerged
as an independent nation in 1949. The French effort to remain
in Indochina led to a bloody struggle with the Vietminh, led by
Ho Chi Minh, the Communist and nationalist leader of the Viet-
namese. After their defeat in 1954, the French granted indepen-
dence to Laos and Cambodia, and Viemam was temporarily
divided in anticipation of elections in 1956 that would decide its
fate. But the elections were never held, and the division of Viet-
nam under Communist and pro-Western regimes eventually
led to the Second Viemam War (see Chapter 29).

CHINA UNDER COMMUNISM At the end of World War II,
two Chinese governments existed side by side. The National-
ist government of Chiang Kai-shek, based in southern and
central China, was supported by the Americans. The Commu-
nists, under the leadership of Mao Zedong, had built a strong
base in North China. Their People’s Liberation Army
included nearly one million troops.

When efforts to form a coalition government in 1946
failed, full-scale war between the Nationalists and the Com-
munists broke out. In the countryside, millions of peasants
were attracted to the Communists by promises of land, and
many joined Mao’s army, By 1948, the People’s Liberation
Army had surrounded Beijing. The following spring, the
Communists crossed the Yangtze and occupied Shanghai.
During the next few months, Chiang’s government and 2 mil-
lion of his followers fled to the island of Taiwan, off the coast
of mainland China. On October 1, 1949, Mao mounted the
rostrum of the Gate of Heavenly Peace in Beijing and made a
victory statement to the thousands gathered in the square
before him. The Chinese people have stood up, he said, and
no one will be able to humiliate us again.

The newly victorious Communist Party, under the leader-
ship of its chairman, Mao, had a long-term goal of building a
socialist society. In 1955, the Chinese government collectiv-
ized all private farmland and nationalized most industry and
commerce. When the collective farms failed to increase food
production, Mao began a more radical program, known as
the Great Leap Forward, in 1958. Existing collective farms,
normally the size of the traditional village, were combined
into vast “people’s communes,” each containing more than
30,000 people. Mao hoped this program would mobilize the
people for a massive effort to speed up economic growth and
reach the final stage of communism—the classless society—
before the end of the twentieth century. But the Great Leap
Forward was a disaster. Bad weather and peasant hatred of
the new system combined to drive food production down-
ward. Despite his failures, Mao was not yet ready to abandon
his dream of a totally classless society, and in 1966 he
launched China on a new forced march toward communism
(see Chapter 29).

Decolonization and Cold War
Rivalries

The process of decolonization also became embroiled in Cold
War politics. As independent nations emerged in Asia and
Africa, they often found themselves caught in the rivalry
between the United States and the Soviet Union. In Vietnam,
for example, the division of the country in 1954 left the north-
ern half under the Communist leader Ho Chi Minh supported
by the Soviet Union. Meanwhile, South Vietmam was kept
afloat by American financial and military aid. The Second
Vietnam War resulted from the American perception that it
needed to keep communism from expanding, while Ho Chi
Minh saw the struggle between North and South as an attempt
to overthrow Western colonial masters (the Americans had
simply replaced the French) and achieve self-determination for
the Vietnamese people,

Many new nations tried to stay neutral in the Cold War,
Under the leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru (juh-WAH-hur-
lahl NAY-roo) (1889-1964), for example, India took a neutral
stance in the Cold War and sought to provide leadership to
all newly independent nations in Asia and Africa. India’s neu-
trality put it at odds with the United States, which during the
1950s was trying to mobilize all nations against what it
viewed as the menace of international communism.

Often, however, new nations found it difficult to remain
nonaligned. In Indonesia, for example, which achieved its in-
dependence from the Dutch in 1949, President Sukarno (soo-
KAHR-noh) (1901-1970), who was highly suspicious of the
West, nationalized foreign-owned enterprises and sought eco-
nomic aid from China and the Soviet Union while relying for
domestic support on the Indonesian Communist Party. The
army and conservative Muslims resented Sukarno’s increasing
reliance on the Communists, overthrew him in 1965, and
established a military government under General Suharto
(soo-HAHR-toh) (1921-2008), who quickly restored good
relations with the West.
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Recovery and Renewal in
Europe

FOCUS QUESTION: What were the main
. developments in the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, and

Western Europe between 1945 and 19657

Just a few years after the defeat of Germany and Italy in
World War II, economic revival brought renewed growth to
European society, although major differences remained
between Western and Eastern Europe.

The Soviet Union: From Stalin to
Khrushchev

World War II had devastated the Soviet Union. To create a
new industrial base, Stalin returned to the method that he
had used in the 1930s—the acquisition of development capital
from Soviet labor. Working hard for little pay, poor housing,
and precious few consumer goods, Soviet laborers were
expected to produce goods for export with little in return for
themselves. The incoming capital from abroad could then be
used to purchase machinery and Western technology. The
loss of millions of men in the war meant that much of this tre-
mendous workload fell upon Soviet women. They performed
almost 40 percent of heavy manual labor.

Economic recovery in the Soviet Union was nothing less
than spectacular. By 1947, industrial production had attained
prewar levels; three years later, it had surpassed them by
40 percent. New power plants, canals, and giant factories
were built, and new industries and oil fields were established
in Siberia and Soviet Central Asia.

STALIN‘S POLICIES Although Stalin's economic policy was
successful in promoting growth in heavy industry, primarily
for the benefit of the military, consumer goods were scarce.
The development of thermonuclear weapons in 1953, MIG
fighters from 1950 to 1953, and the first space satellite (Sput-
nik) in 1957 may have elevated the Soviet state’s reputation
as a world power abroad, but domestically, the Soviet people
were shortchanged. Heavy industry grew at a rate three
times that of personal consumption. Moreover, the housing
shortage was acute. A British military attaché in Moscow
reported that “all houses, practically without exception,
show lights from every window after dark. This seems to
indicate that every room is both a living room by day and
a bedroom by night. There is no place in overcrowded
Moscow for the luxury of eating and sleeping in separate
rooms.”*

When World War Il ended in 1945, Stalin had been in
power for more than fifteen years. During that time, he had
removed all opposition to his rule. Although he was the
undisputed master of the Soviet Union, Stalin’s morbid suspi-
cions fueled the constantly increasing repression that was a
characteristic of his regime. In 1946, the government decreed
that all literary and scientific works must conform to the

political needs of the state. Along with this anti-intellectual
campaign came political terror. A new series of purges
seemed imminent in 1953 when a number of Jewish doctors
were implicated in a spurious plot to kill high-level Party offi-
cials. Only Stalin's death on March 5, 1953, prevented more
bloodletting.

KHRUSHCHEV’S RULE A new collective leadership succeeded
Stalin until Nikita Khrushchev emerged as the chief Soviet
policy maker. Khrushchev had been responsible for ending
the system of forced-labor camps, a regular feature of Soviet
life under Stalin. At the Twentieth Congress of the Commu-
nist Party in 1956, Khrushchev condemned Stalin for his
“administrative violence, mass repression, and terror’” (see
the box on p. 883).

Once in power, Khrushchev took steps to undo some of
the worst features of Stalin’s repressive regime. A certain
degree of intellectual freedom was now permitted; Khrushchev
said that “readers should be given the chance to make their
own judgments” regarding the acceptability of controversial
literature and that “police measures shouldn’t be used.”” In
1962, he allowed Alexander Solzhenitsyn (sohl-zhuh-NEET-
sin) (1918-2008) to publish his novel A Day in the Life of Ivan
Denisovich, a grim portrayal of the horrors of the forced-labor
camps. Most important, Khrushchev extended the process of
de-Stalinization by reducing the powers of the secret police
and closing some of the Siberian prison camps. Khrushchev's
revelations about Stalin at the Twentieth Congress caused tur-
moil in Communist ranks everywhere, however, and encour-
aged a spirit of rebellion in Soviet satellite countries in Eastern
Europe. Soviet troops reacted by crushing an uprising in Hun-
gary in 1956, and Khrushchev and the Soviet leaders, fearful of
further undermining the basic foundations of the regime,
downplayed their de-Stalinization campaign.

Economically, Khrushchev tried to place more emphasis
on light industry and consumer goods. Attempts to increase
agricultural output by growing corn and cultivating vast lands
east of the Ural Mountains proved less successful and dam-
aged Khrushchev’s reputation within the Party. These fail-
ures, combined with increased military spending, hurt the
Soviet economy. The industrial growth rate, which had
soared in the early 1950s, now declined dramatically from
13 percent in 1953 to 7.5 percent in 1964,

Khrushchev's personality also did not endear him to the
higher Soviet officials, who frowned at his tendency to crack
jokes and play the clown. Nor were the higher members of
the Party bureaucracy pleased when Khrushchev tried to curb
their privileges. Foreign policy failures caused additional dam-
age to Khrushchev's reputation among his colleagues. His
rash plan to place missiles in Cuba was the final straw. While
he was on vacation in 1964, a special meeting of the Soviet
Politburo voted him out of office (because of “deteriorating
health”) and forced him into retirement. Although a group of
leaders succeeded him, real power came into the hands of
Leonid Brezhnev (lee-oh-NYEET BREZH-neff) (1906-1982),
the “trusted” supporter of Khrushchev who had engineered
his downfall.
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Khrushchev Denounces Stalin

THREE YEARS AFTER THE DEATH of Stalin, the new

Soviet premier, Nikita Khrushchev, addressed the
Twentieth Congress of the Communist Party and
denounced the former Soviet dictator for his crimes.
This denunciation was the beginning of a policy of de-
Stalinization,

Nikita Khrushcheyv, Address to the Twentieth
Party Congress, February 1956

Comrades, ... quite a lot has been said about the cult of the
individual and about its harmful consequences. ... The cult
of the person of Stalin ... became at a certain specific stage
the source of a whole series of exceedingly serious and grave
perversions of Party principles, of Party democracy, of
revolutionary legality.

Stalin absolutely did not tolerate collegiality in leadership
and in work and ... practiced brutal violence, not only
toward everything which opposed him, but also toward
that which seemed to his capricious and despotic character,
contrary to his concepts.

Stalin abandoned the method of ideological struggle
for that of administrative violence, mass repressions
and terror. ... Arbitrary behavior by one person
encouraged and permitted arbitrariness in others,

Mass arrests and deportations of many thousands of
people, execution without trial and without normal
investigation created conditions of insecurity, fear
and even desperation.

Stalin showed in a whole series of cases his intolerance,
his brutality and his abuse of power. . .. He often chose
the path of repression and annihilation, not only against
actual enemies, but also against individuals who had not
committed any crimes against the Party and the Soviet
government. . . .

Many Party, Soviet and economic activists who were
branded in 1937-8 as “enemies” were actually never enemies,
spies, wreckers and so on, but were always honest
communists; they were only so stigmatized, and often, no
longer able to bear barbaric tortures, they charged themselves
(at the order of the investigative judges-falsifiers) with all
kinds of grave and unlikely crimes.

This was the result of the abuse of power by Stalin, who
began to use mass terror against the Party cadres. . .. Stalin
put the Party and the NKVD [the secret police] up to the use
of mass terror when the exploiting classes had been liquidated
in our country and when there were no serious reasons for
the use of extraordinary mass terror. The terror was directed
... against the honest workers of the Party and the Soviet
State s

Stalin was a very distrustful man, sickly suspicious. ...
Everywhere and in everything he saw “enemies,” “two-
facers™ and “spies.” Possessing unlimited power, he indulged
in great willfulness and choked a person morally and
physically. A situation was created where one could not
express one’s own will. When Stalin said that one or another
would be arrested, it was necessary to accept on faith that he
was an “enemy of the people.” What proofs were offered?
The confession of the arrested. . .. How is it possible that a
person confesses to crimes that he had not committed? Only
in one way—because of application of physical methods of
pressuring him, tortures, bringing him to a state of
unconsciousness, deprivation of his judgment, taking away of
his human dignity.

3 According to Khrushchev, what were Stalin’s crimes?
What purposes, political and historical, do you think
Khrushchev intended his denunciation of Stalin to
serve?

Source: Reprinted from the Congressional Record, 84th Congress, 2nd Session (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office), Vol. 102, Part 7, pp. 9389-9402,

Eastern Europe: Behind the Iron
Curtain

At the end of World War 11, Soviet military forces remained
in all the lands they had liberated from the Nazis in Eastern
Europe and the Balkans except Greece, Albania, and Yugosla-
via. All of the occupied states came to be part of the Soviet
sphere of influence and, after 1945, experienced similar political
developments. Between 1945 and 1947, one-party Communist
governments became firmly entrenched in East Germany,
Bulgaria, Romania, Poland, and Hungary. In Czechoslovakia,
which had some rradition of democratic institutions, the Com-
munists did not achieve their goals until 1948 when all other
parties were dissolved and Klement Gottwald (GUT-vald)

(1896-1953), the leader of the Communists, became the new
president of Czechoslovakia.

ALBANIA AND YUGOSLAVIA Albania and Yugoslavia were
exceptions to this progression of Soviet dominance in East-
ern Europe. Both had had strong Communist resistance
movements during the war, and in both countries, the Com-
munist Party simply took over power when the war
ended. In Albania, local Communists established a rigidly
Stalinist regime that grew increasingly independent of the
Soviet Union.

In Yugoslavia, Tito (Josip Broz), leader of the Communist
resistance movement, seemed to be a loyal Stalinist. After
the war, however, he moved toward the establishment of an
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Khrushchev's Visit to Yugoslavia. The leadership of Nikita Khrushchev appeared for
a while to open the door to more flexible Soviet policies. In 1955, he visited Yugoslavia in
an attempt to improve relations with a Communist state that had deviated from Soviet
policies. Khrushchev is shown here making a conciliatory speech with Marshal Tito, the

leader of Yugoslavia, looking on.

independent Communist state in Yugoslavia. Stalin hoped to
take control of Yugoslavia, just as he had done in other East-
ern European countries, but Tito refused to capitulate to Sta-
lin's demands and gained the support of the people by
portraying the struggle as one of Yugoslav national freedom.
In 1958, the Yugoslav party congress asserted that Yugoslav
Communists did not see themselves as deviating from commu-
nism, only Stalinism. They considered their way closer to the
Marxist-Leninist ideal. This included a more decentralized eco-
nomic and political system in which workers could manage
themselves and local communes could exercise some political
power.

Between 1948 and Stalin’s death in 1953, the Eastern Eu-
ropean satellite states followed a policy of Stalinization.
They instituted Soviet-type five-year plans with emphasis on
heavy industry rather than consumer goods. They began to
collectivize agriculture. They eliminated all non-Communist
parties and established the institutions of repression—secret
police and military forces. But communism—a foreign
import—had not developed deep roots among the peoples of
Eastern Europe. Moreover, Soviet economic exploitation of
Eastern Europe resulted in harsh living conditions for most
people.

1956: UPHEAVAL IN EASTERN EUROPE After Stalin’s death,
many Eastern European states began to pursue a new, more
nationalistically oriented course as the new Soviet leaders,
including Khrushchev, interfered less in the internal affairs of
their satellites. But in the late 1950s, the Soviet Union also

made it clear, particularly in Poland and Hun-
gary, that it would not allow its Eastern Euro-
pean satellites to become independent of Soviet
control.

In 1956, after the circulation of Khrushchev’s
denunciation of Stalin, protests—especially by
workers—erupted in Poland. In response, the
Polish Communist Party adopred a series of
reforms in October 1956 and elected Wladyslaw
Gomulka (vlah-DIS-lahf goh-MOOL-kuh)
(1905-1982) as first secretary. Gomulka declared
that Poland had the right to follow its own social-
ist path. Fearful of Soviet armed response, how-
ever, the Poles compromised. Poland pledged to
remain loyal to the Warsaw Pact, and the Soviets
agreed to allow Poland to follow its own path to
socialism.

The developments in Poland in 1956 inspired
national Communists in Hungary to seek the
same kinds of reforms and independence. Intense
debates eventually resulted in the ouster of the
ruling Stalinist and the selection of Imry Nagy
(IM-ray NAHJ-uh) (1896-1958) as the new Hun-
garian leader. Internal dissent, however, was not
directed simply against the Soviets but against
communism in general, which was viewed as a
creation of the Soviets, not the Hungarians. The
Stalinist secret police had also bred much terror
and hatred. This dissatisfaction, combined with economic diffi-
culties, created a situation ripe for revolt. To quell the rising
rebellion, Nagy declared Hungary a free nation on November
1, 1956. He promised free elections, and the mood of the
country made it clear that this could mean the end of
Communist rule in Hungary. But Khrushchev was in no
position at home to allow a member of the Communist flock
to fly the coop. Just three days after Nagy’s declaration, the
Red Army invaded the capital city of Budapest (see the box
on p. 885). The Soviets reestablished control over the country,
and Janos Kadar (YAH-nush KAH-dahr) (1912-1989), a
reform-minded cabinet minister, replaced Nagy and worked
with the Soviets to quash the revolt. By collaborating with the
Soviet invaders, Kadar saved many of Nagy's economic
reforms. The developments in Poland and Hungary in 1956
discouraged any similar upheavals elsewhere in Eastern
Europe.

CHRONOLOGY The Soviet Union and Satellite States
in Eastern Europe

Death of Stalin 1953
Khrushchev's denunciation of Stalin 1956
Attempt at reforms in Poland 1956
Hungarian revolt is crushed 1956
Berlin Wall is builc 1961
Brezhnev replaces Khrushchev 1964

884 W CHAPTER 28 Cold War and a New Western World, 1945-1965



SR S i S i { e e

Soviet Repression in Eastern Europe: Hungary, 1956

DEVELOPMENTS IN POLAND IN 1956 inspired the Communist
leaders of Hungary to begin to remove their country from
Soviet control. But there were limits to Khrushchev's
tolerance, and he sent Soviet troops to crush Hungary's
movement for independence. The first selection is a
statement by the Soviet government justifying the use of
Soviet troops; the second is a brief and tragic final statement
from Imry Nagy, the Hungarian leader.

Statement of the Soy iet Government,

October i), 1956

The Soviet Government regards it as indispensable to
make a statement in connection with the events in Hungary.

The course of the events has shown that the working
people of Hungary, who have achieved great progress
on the basis of their people’s democratic order, correctly
raise the question of the necessity of eliminating serious
shortcomings in the field of economic building, the
further raising of the material well-being of the population,
and the struggle against bureaucratic excesses in the state
apparatus.

However, this just and progressive movement of the
working people was soon joined by forces of black reaction
and counterrevolution, which are trying to take advantage of
the discontent of part of the working people to undermine
the foundations of the people’s democratic order in Hungary
and to restore the old landlord and capiralist order.

The Soviet Government and all the Soviet people deeply
regret that the development of events in Hungary has led to
bloodshed. On the request of the Hungarian People’s
Government the Soviet Government consented to the entry
into Budapest of the Soviet Army units to assist the

Source: From the Department of State Bulletin, Nov. 12, 1956, pp. 746-47.

Western Europe: The Revival of
Democracy and the Economy

All the countries of Western Europe faced similar kinds of
problems at the end of World War II. They needed to rebuild
their economies, re-create their democratic institutions, and
contend with the growth of Communist parties.

The important role that Communists had played in the re-
sistance movements against the Nazis gained them a new
respectability and strength once the war was over. Commu-
nist parties did well in elections in Italy and France in 1946
and 1947, but Communist success was short-lived. After the
hardening of the divisions in the Cold War, their advocacy of
Soviet policies hurt the Communist parties at home, and sup-
port began to dwindle. Only in France and Italy, where social
inequities remained their focus, did Communist parties retain
significant support—about 25 percent of the vote.

Hungarian People’s Army and the Hungarian authorities to
establish order in the town.

I'he Last Message of Imry Nagy,

November 4, 1956

This fight is the fight for freedom by the Hungarian people
against the Russian intervention, and it is possible that I shall
only be able to stay at my post for one or two hours. The
whole world will see how the Russian armed forces, contrary
to all treaties and conventions, are crushing the resistance
of the Hungarian people. They will also see how they are
kidnapping the Prime Minister of a country which is a
Member of the United Nations, taking him from the capital,
and therefore it cannot be doubted at all that this is the
most brutal form of intervention. I should like in these
last moments to ask the leaders of the revolution, if they
can, to leave the country. [ ask that all that I have said in
my broadcast, and what we have agreed on with the
revolutionary leaders during meetings in Parliament, should
be put in a memorandum, and the leaders should turn to all
the peoples of the world for help and explain that today it is
Hungary and tomorrow, or the day after tomorrow, it will
be the turn of other countries because the imperialism of
Moscow does not know borders, and is only trying to play
for time.
@ Based on this selection, what was the Soviet Union's
policy toward its Eastern European satellite states in
the 1950s? Compare this policy with Soviet policy in
Eastern Europe in the late 1980s (see Chapter 29).
What impact did the change in policy have on Eastern
Europe?

As part of their electoral strategy, Communist parties had
often joined forces with other left-wing parties, such as the
Social Democrats. Socialist parties had also fared well immedi-
ately after the war as the desire to overthrow the old order
led to the abandonment of conservative politics. But support
for the socialists soon waned. In France, for example, socialists
won 23 percent of the vote in 1945 but 18 percent in 1946
and only 12.6 percent in 1962. The Cold War also hurt the
cause of socialism. Socialist parties had originally been formed
in the late nineteenth century as Marxist parties, and their
identification with Communist parties in postwar coalitions
cost them dearly. In the late 1950s, many socialist parties on
the Continent perceived the need to eliminate their old doctri-
nal emphasis on class struggle and began to call for social jus-
tice and liberty. Although they advocated economic and social
planning, they no longer demanded the elimination of the
capitalist system.

Recovery and Renewal in Europe W 885




By 1950, moderate political parties had made a remarkable
comeback in Western Europe. Especially important was the
rise of Christian Democratic parties. The new Christian Dem-
ocrats were not connected to the prewar church-based parties
that had been advocates of church interests and had crusaded
against both liberal and socialist causes. The new Christian
Democrats were sincerely interested in democracy and in sig-
nificant economic reforms. They were especially strong in
Italy and Germany.

Western European countries recovered relatively rapidly
from the devastation of World War II. The Marshall Plan
played a significant role in this process. Between 1947 and
1950, European countries received $9.4 billion to be used for
new equipment and raw materials. By 1950, industrial output
in Europe was 30 percent above prewar levels. Between 1947
and 1950, steel production alone expanded by 70 percent.
And this economic recovery continued well into the 1950s
and 1960s. Those years were a time of dramatic economic
growth and prosperity in Western Europe, which experienced
virtually full employment.

FRANCE: THE DOMINATION OF DE GAULLE The ]'liSl:Dl'y of
France for nearly a quarter century after the war was domi-
nated by one man—Charles de Gaulle (1890-1970)—who pos-
sessed an unshakable faith that he had a historic mission to

Loomis Dean/Time Life Pictures/Getty Images

Charles de Gaulle. Charles de Gaulle returned to politics in 1958 in response to
the crisis in Algeria. As president, he sought to revive the greatness of the French
nation. He is shown here arriving in Algeria in 1958,

reestablish the greatness of the French nation. During the
war, de Gaulle had assumed leadership of some resistance
groups and played an important role in ensuring the establish-
ment of a French provisional government after the war. The
declaration of the Fourth Republic, with a return to a parlia-
mentary system based on parties that de Gaulle considered
weak, led him to withdraw from politics. Eventually, he
formed the French Popular Movement, a decidedly rightist or-
ganization. It blamed the parties for France’s political mess
and called for a stronger presidency, a goal that de Gaulle
finally achieved in 1958.

The fragile political stability of the Fourth Republic had
been badly shaken by the Algerian crisis. The French army
had suffered defeat in Indochina in 1954 and was determined
to resist Algerian demands for independence. But a strong
antiwar movement among French intellectuals and church
leaders led to bitter divisions that opened the door to the pos-
sibility of civil war in France. The panic-stricken leaders of the
Fourth Republic offered to let de Gaulle take over the govern-
ment and revise the constitution.

In 1958, de Gaulle immediately drafted a new constitu-
tion for the Fifth Republic that greatly enhanced the power
of the president, who would now have the right to choose
the prime minister, dissolve parliament, and supervise both
defense and foreign policy. As the new president, de Gaulle
sought to return France to the position of a great
power. He believed that playing a pivotal role in the
Cold War might enhance France’s stature. For that
reason, he pulled France out of the NATO high com-
mand. With an eye toward achieving the status of a
world power, de Gaulle invested heavily in the nu-
clear arms race. France exploded its first nuclear bomb
in 1960. Despite his successes, de Gaulle did not really
achieve his ambitious goals of world power. Although
his successors maintained that France was the “third
nuclear power” after the United States and the Soviet
Union, in truth France was too small for such global
ambitions.

Although the cost of the nuclear program increased
the defense budget, de Gaulle did not neglect the
French economy. Economic decision making was cen-
tralized. Between 1958 and 1968, the French gross
national product increased by 5.5 percent annually,
faster than the U.S. economy was growing. By the end
of de Gaulle’s era, France was a major industrial pro-
ducer and exporter, particularly in such areas as auto-
mobiles and armaments. Nevertheless, problems
remained. The nationalization (government owner-
ship) of traditional industries, such as coal, steel, and
railroads, led to large government deficits. The cost of
living increased faster than in the rest of Europe. Con-
sumer prices were 45 percent higher in 1968 than they
had been ten years earlier.

Increased dissatisfaction with the inability of de
Gaulle’s government to deal with these problems soon
led to more violent action. In May 1968, a series of stu-
dent protests, followed by a general strike by the labor
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unions, shook the government. Although de Gaulle managed
to restore order, the events of May 1968 seriously under-
mined the French people’s respect for their aloof and imperi-
ous president. Tired and discouraged, de Gaulle resigned
from office in April 1969 and died within a year.

WEST GERMANY: A RECONCEIVED NATION Already by the
end of 1945, the Western powers occupying Germany (the
United States, Britain, and France) had allowed the reemer-
gence of political parties in their zones. Three major parties
came forth: the Social Democrats (SPD), the Christian Demo-
crats (CDU), and the Free Democrats (FDP). Over the next
three years, the occupation forces gradually allowed the politi-
cal parties to play greater roles in their zones.

As a result of the pressures of the Cold War, the unifica-
tion of the three Western zones into the Federal Republic of
Germany became a reality in 1949. Konrad Adenauer, the
leader of the CDU who served as chancellor from 1949 to
1963, became the “founding hero” of the Federal Republic.
Adenauer sought respect for West Germany by cooperating
with the United States and the other Western European
nations. He was especially desirous of reconciliation with
France, Germany's longtime enemy. The beginning of the
Korean War in June 1950 had unexpected repercussions for
West Germany. The fear that South Korea might fall to the
Communist forces of the north led many Germans and West-
erners to worry about the security of West Germany and led
to calls for its rearmament. Although many people, concerned
about a revival of German militarism, condemned this pro-
posal, Cold War tensions were decisive. West Germany
rearmed in 1955 and became a member of NATO.

Adenauer’s chancellorship saw the resurrection of the
West German economy, often referred to as the “economic
miracle.” It was largely guided by the minister of finance,
Ludwig Erhard (LOOD-vik AYR-hart) (1897-1977), who pur-
sued a policy of a new currency, free markets, low taxes, and
elimination of controls, which, combined with American fi-
nancial aid, led to rapid economic growth. Although West
Germany had only 75 percent of the population and 52 per-
cent of the territory of prewar Germany, by 1955 the West
German gross national product exceeded that of prewar Ger-
many. Real wages doubled between 1950 and 1965 even
though work hours were cut by 20 percent. Unemployment
fell from 8 percent in 1950 to 0.4 percent in 1965. To maintain
its economic expansion, West Germany even imported hun-
dreds of thousands of guest workers, primarily from Italy,
Spain, Greece, Turkey, and Yugoslavia.

Throughout its postwar existence, West Germany was
troubled by its Nazi past. The surviving major Nazi leaders
had been tried and condemned as war criminals at war crimes
trials held in Nuremberg in 1945 and 1946. As part of the
denazification of Germany, the victorious Allies continued
war crimes trials of lesser officials, but these diminished as
the Cold War brought about a shift in attitudes. By 1950,
German courts had begun to take over the war crimes
trials, and the German legal machine persisted in prosecuting
cases. It was not until the 1960s, however, that Germans

began to address the Nazi past more publicly by including
the history of Nazism as part of the school curriculum (see
the box on p. 888).

Adenauer resigned in 1963, after fourteen years of firmly
guiding West Germany through its postwar recovery. Ade-
nauer had wanted no grand experimentation at home or
abroad; he was content to give Germany time to regain its
equilibrium. Ludwig Erhard succeeded Adenauer and largely
continued his policies. But an economic downturn in the mid-
1960s opened the door to the rise of the Social Democrats,
and in 1969, they became the leading party.

GREAT BRITAIN: THE WELFARE STATE The end of World
War II left Britain with massive economic problems. In elec-
tions held immediately after the war, the Labour Party over-
whelmingly defeated Churchill's Conservative Party. The
Labour Party had promised far-reaching reforms, particularly
in the area of social welfare, and in a country with a tremen-
dous shortage of consumer goods and housing, its platform
was quite appealing. The new Labour government, with
Clement Attlee (1883-1967) as prime minister, proceeded to
enact reforms that created a modern welfare state.

The establishment of the British welfare state began with
the nationalization of the Bank of England, the coal and steel
industries, public transportation, and public utilities, such as
electricity and gas. In the area of social welfare, the new gov-
ernment enacted the National Insurance Act and the National
Health Service Act in 1946. The insurance act established a
comprehensive social security program and nationalized
medical insurance, thereby enabling the state to subsidize the
unemployed, the sick, and the aged. The health act created a
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The British Welfare State: Free Milk at School. The creation
of the welfare state was a prominent social development in postwar
Europe. The desire to improve the health of children led to welfare
programs that provided free food for young people. Pictured here
are boys at a grammar school in England during a free milk break.
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The Burden of Guilt

Pl il

IN THE YEARS AFTER WORLD WAR Il, West Germany
focused primarily on rebuilding the country. Beginning
in the 1960s, German educators started teaching
Germany's Nazi past in schools. This selection is from
The Burden of Guilt: A Short History of Germany,
1914-1945, published in 1961. The book was written
by Hannah Vogt, a civil servant, and was widely used
in secondary schools.

) e i
Burden oy Guiid

Hannah Vogt, The

A nation is made up of individuals whose ideas—right or
wrong—determine their actions, their decisions, and their
common life, and for this reason a nation, too, can look back
at its history and learn from it. As Germans, we should not
find it too difficult to understand the meaning of the fourteen
years of the Weimar Republic and the twelve years of the
Hitler regime. ...

We have paid dearly once before for the folly of believing
that democracy, being an ideal political arrangement, must
function automatically while the citizens sit in their parlors
berating it, or worrying about their money. Everybody must
share in the responsibility and must be prepared to make
sacrifices. . ..

Only if the citizens are thoroughly imbued with
democratic attitudes can we put into practice those principles
of political life which were achieved through centuries of
experience. ... The first such principle is the need for a
continuous and vigilant control of power. For this, we
need not only a free and courageous press but also some

Source: From Hannah Vogt, The Burden of Guilt, translated by Herbert Strauss, (Oxford University Press,

system of socialized medicine that required doctors and den-
tists to work with state hospitals, although private practices
could be maintained. This measure was especially costly for
the state, but within a few years, 90 percent of medical practi-
tioners were participating. The British welfare state became
the model for most European states after the war.

The cost of building a welfare state at home forced the
British to reduce expenses abroad. This meant the dismantling
of the British Empire and the reduction of military aid to such
countries as Greece and Turkey. It was not a belief in the mo-
rality of self-determination but economic necessity that
brought an end to the British Empire.

Continuing economic problems, however, brought the
Conservatives back into power from 1951 to 1964. Although
they favored private enterprise, the Conservatives accepted
the welfare state and even extended it when they undertook
an ambitious construction program to improve British hous-
ing. Although the British economy had recovered from the
war, it had done so at a slower rate than other European
countries. Moreover, the slow rate of recovery masked a

mechanism for shaping a vital political opinion in associations,
parties, and other organizations. Equally necessary are clearly
drawn lines of political responsibility, and a strong and
respected political opposition. .. .

More than anything else we must base our concept of law
on the idea of justice. We have had the sad experience that
the principle “the law is the law” does not suffice, if the laws
are being abused to cover up for crimes and to wrap
injustices in a tissue of legality. Our actions must once again
be guided by that idea which is the basis of a just life: no man
must be used as a means to an end. .. ..

Thus we are now faced with the difficult task of regaining,
by peaceful means, the German unity that Hitler has gambled
away. We must strive for it tirelessly, even though it may
take decades, At the same time, we must establish a new
relationship, based on trust, with the peoples of Europe and
the nations of the world. ...

We owe it to ourselves to examine our consciences
sincerely and to face the naked truth, instead of minimizing it
or glossing over it. This is also the only way we can regain
respect in the world. Covering up or minimizing crimes will
suggest that we secretly approve of them. Who will believe
that we want to respect all that is human if we treat the death
of nearly six million Jews as a “small error” to be forgotten
after a few years?

( What does Vogt think is necessary for citizens to
remain free? What lessons does she think Germans
should learn from the Nazi era?

1964), pp. 283-286.

long-term economic decline caused by a variety of factors.
The demands of British trade unions for wages that rose faster
than productivity were a problem in the late 1950s and 1960s.
As a result of the low productivity rates, British businesses
were unwilling to invest in modern industrial machinery and
to adopt new methods. British investment rates were the low-
est of any West European country. Underlying the immediate
problems, however, was a deeper issue. As a result of World
War 11, Britain had lost much of its prewar revenues from
abroad but was left with a burden of debt from its many inter-
national commitments. Britain was no longer a world power,

ITALY: WEAK COALITION GOVERNMENT After the war,
Italy faced a period of heavy reconstruction. Only Germany
had sustained more physical destruction. The monarchy was
abolished when 54 percent of Italian voters rejected the royal
house, and in June 1946, Italy became a democratic republic.
In the first postwar parliamentary elections, held in April
1948, the Christian Democrats, still allied with the Catholic
Church, emerged as the leading political party. Alcide de
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Gasperi (ahl-SEE-day day GAHSS-pe-ree) (1881-1954)
served as prime minister from 1948 to 1953, an unusually
long span of time for an Italian government. Like pre-Fascist
governments, postwar Italian coalitions, largely dominated by
the Christian Democrats, were famous for their instability and
short lives. Although the Italian Communist Party was one of
Italy’s three largest parties, it was largely excluded from all of
these government coalitions, It did, however, manage to gain
power in a number of provinces and municipalities in the
1960s. The Christian Democrats were able to maintain control
by keeping the support of the upper and middle classes and
the southern peasantry.

Italy, too, experienced an “‘economic miracle” after the war,
although it was far less publicized than Germany’s. The Mar-
shall Plan helped stabilize the postwar Italian economy. Espe-
cially during the late 1950s and early 1960s, Italy made rapid
strides in economic growth. The production of electrical appli-
ances, cars, and office machinery made the most significant
leap. As in other Western welfare states, the Italian economy
combined private enterprise with government management,
particularly of heavy industry. In 1965, for example, the gov-
ernment controlled 60 percent of Italy’s steel production. The
major economic problem continued to be the backwardness of
southern Italy, a region that possessed 36 percent of the total
population but generated only 25 percent of the national
income. In the 1960s, millions of Italians from the south
migrated to the more prosperous north,

Western Europe: The Move Toward
Unity

As we have seen, the divisions created by the Cold War led
the nations of Western Europe to form the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization in 1949. But military unity was not the
only kind of unity fostered in Burope after 1945. The destruc-
tiveness of two world wars caused many thoughtful Euro-
peans to consider the need for some form of European unity.

CHRONOLOGY Western Europe After the War

e

Welfare state emerges in Great Britain 1946

Italy becomes a democratic republic 1946

Alcide de Gasperi becomes prime minister of 1948
lealy

Konrad Adenzuer becomes chancellor of West 1949
Germany

Formation of European Coal and Steel 1951
Community

West Germany joins NATO 1955

Suez Crisis 1956

Formation of EURATOM 1957

Formation of European Economic Community 1957
(Comman Market)

Charles de Gaulle assumes power in France 1958
Erhard becomes chancellor of Germany 1963

National feeling was still too powerful, however, for Euro-
pean nations to give up their political sovereignty. Conse-
quently, the desire for a sense of solidarity focused primarily
on the economic arena, not the political one,

In 1951, France, West Germany, the Benelux countries
(Belgium, Netherlands, and Luxembourg), and Italy formed
the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). Its pur-
pose was to create a common market for coal and steel prod-
ucts among the six nations by eliminating tariffs and other
trade barriers. Freer trade curtailed the power of monopolies
and cartels and encouraged participating countries to concen-
trate on the production of goods in which they had a com-
parative advantage. The success of the ECSC encouraged its
members to proceed further, and in 1957 they created the
European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM) to fur-
ther European research on the peaceful uses of nuclear

energy.
In the same year,
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tarifft. By promoting

free trade, the EEC also encouraged cooperation and stan-
dardization in many aspects of the six nations’ economies. All
the member nations benefited economically. With a total pop-
ulation of 165 million, the EEC became the world's largest
exporter and purchaser of raw materials. Only the United
States surpassed the EEC in steel production.

The United States and Canada:
A New Era

FOCUS QUESTION: What were the main political
Q developments in North America between 1945 and
19657

At the end of World War II, the United States was one
of the world’s two superpowers. As the Cold War with
the Soviet Union intensified, the United States worked
hard to prevent the spread of communism throughout the
world. American domestic political life after 1945 was
played out against a background of American military
power abroad.
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American Politics and Society
in the 1950s

Between 1945 and 1970, the ideals of Franklin Roosevelt's
New Deal largely determined the patterns of American
domestic politics. The New Deal had brought basic changes
to American society, including a dramatic increase in the role
and power of the federal government, the rise of organized
labor as a significant force in the economy and politics, the be-
ginning of a welfare state, and a grudging realization of the
need to deal fairly with the concerns of minorities.

The New Deal tradition was bolstered by the election of
three Democratic presidents—Harry Truman in 1948, John
Kennedy in 1960, and Lyndon Johnson in 1964. Even the elec-
tion of a Republican president, Dwight Eisenhower, in 1952
and 1956 did not change the basic direction of American poli-
tics. As Eisenhower stated, “Should any political party
attempt to abolish Social Security and eliminate labor laws
and farm programs, you would not hear of that party again in
our political history.”

The economic boom after World War II fueled confidence
in the American way of life. A shortage of consumer goods
during the war had left Americans with both extra income
and a pent-up desire to buy these goods after the war. Then,
too, the growth of labor unions brought higher wages that
enabled more and more workers to buy consumer goods.
Between 1945 and 1973, real wages grew 3 percent a year on
average, the most prolonged advance in American history.

Prosperity was not the only characteristic of the early
1950s. Cold War confrontations abroad had repercussions at
home. The takeover of China by Mao Zedong’s Communist
forces in 1949 and Communist North Korea's invasion of
South Korea in 1950 led to a fear that Communists had infil-
trated the United States. President Truman’s attorney general

© Bob Adelman/Magnum Photos

warned that Communists “are everywhere—in factories, of-
fices, butcher stores, on street corners, in private businesses.
And each carried in himself the germ of death for society.” A
demagogic senator from Wisconsin, Joseph R. McCarthy,
helped intensify the “Red Scare” with his exposés of supposed
Communists in high government positions. McCarthy went
too far when he attacked alleged “Communist conspirators”
in the U.S. Army and was censured by Congress in 1954. Very
quickly, his anti-Communist crusade came to an end.

Decade of Upheaval: America in the
1960s

During the 1960s, the United States experienced a period of
upheaval that brought to the fore problems that had been
glossed over in the 1950s. The 1960s began on a youthful and
optimistic note. At age forty-three, John F. Kennedy became
the youngest elected president in the history of the United
States. His own administration, cut short by an assassin’s bul-
let on November 22, 1963, focused primarily on foreign
affairs. Kennedy’s successor, Lyndon B. Johnson (1908-1973),
who won a new term as president in a landslide in 1964, used
his stunning mandate to pursue what he called the Great Soci-
ety, heir to the welfare state first begun in the New Deal.
Johnson’s programs included health care for the elderly, a
“war on poverty” to be fought with food stamps and the new
Job Corps, the new Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment to deal with the problems of the cities, and federal as-
sistance for education.

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT Johnson's other domestic passion
was equal rights for African Americans, The civil rights move-
ment had its beginnings in 1954 when the U.S. Supreme
Court took the dramatic step of striking down the practice of

The Civil Rights Movement. In the
early 1960s, Martin Luther King Jr. and his
Southern Christian Leadership Conference
organized a variety of activities to pursue
the goal of racial equality. He is shown
here with his wife Coretta (right) and
Rosa Parks and Ralph Abernathy (far left)
leading a march against racial
discrimination in 1965,
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racially segregating public schools. An eloquent Baptist minis-
ter named Martin Luther King Jr. (1929-1968) became the
leader of a growing movement for racial equality, and by the
early 1960s, a number of groups, including King's Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), were organizing sit-
ins and demonstrations across the South to end racial segrega-
tion. In August 1963, King led the March on Washington for
Jobs and Freedom to dramatize African Americans’ desire for
equal rights and opportunities. This march and King’s impas-
sioned plea for racial equality had an electrifying effect on the
American people.

President Johnson took up the cause of civil rights. As a
result of his initative, Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of
1964, which created the machinery to end segregation and dis-
crimination in the workplace and all public places. A voting
rights act the following year made it easier for blacks to vote
in southern states. But laws alone could not guarantee the
Great Society, and Johnson soon faced bitter social unrest,
both from African Americans and from the burgeoning move-
ment opposing the Vietnam War.

In the North and the West, African Americans had had
voting rights for many years, but local patterns of segregation
led to higher unemployment rates for blacks than for whites
and left African Americans segregated in huge urban ghettos,
In these ghettos, the call for action by radical black leaders,
such as Malcom X (1925-1965) of the Black Muslims, attracted
more attention than the nonviolent appeals of Martin Luther
King. Malcom X's advice was straightforward: “If someone
puts a hand on you, send him to the cemetery.”

In the summer of 1965, race riots broke out in the Watts
district of Los Angeles. Thirty-four people died and more than
one thousand buildings were destroyed. Cleveland, San Fran-
cisco, Chicago, Newark, and Detroit likewise exploded in the
summers of 1966 and 1967. After the assassination of Martin
Luther King in 1968, more than one hundred cities experi-
enced riots. The combination of riots and extremist com-
ments by radical black leaders led to a “white backlash™ and a
severe division of the American population.

The Development of Canada

Canada experienced many of the same developments as the
United States in the postwar years. For twenty-five years after
World War 11, prosperous Canada set out on a new path of
industrial development. Canada had always had a strong
export economy based on its abundant natural resources.
Now it also developed electronic, aircraft, nuclear, and chemi-
cal engineering industries on a large scale. Much of the Cana-
dian growth, however, was financed by capital from the
United States, which led to American ownership of Canadian
businesses. Although many Canadians welcomed the eco-
nomic growth, others feared American economic domination.

Canadians also worried about playing a secondary role
politically and militarily to their neighboring superpower.
Canada agreed to join NATO in 1949 and even sent military
forces to fight in Korea the following year. At the same time,
to avoid subordination to the United States, Canada actively

supported the United Nations. Nevertheless, concerns about
the United States did not keep Canada from maintaining a
special relationship with its southern neighbor. The North
American Air Defense Command (NORAD), formed in 1957,
maintained close cooperation between the air forces of the
two countries for the defense of North America against Soviet
bombers.

After 1945, the Liberal Party continued to dominate Cana-
dian politics until 1957, when John Diefenbaker (1895-1979)
achieved a Conservative Party victory. But major economic
problems returned the Liberals to power, and under Lester
Pearson (1897-1972), they created Canada’s welfare state by
enacting a national social security system (the Canada Pension
Plan) and a national health insurance program.

Postwar Society and Culture in
the Western World

FOCUS QUESTION: What major changes occurred in
. Western society and culture between 1945 and 19657

During the postwar era, Western society and culture wit-
nessed remarkably rapid change. Computers, television, jet
planes, contraceptive devices, and new surgical techniques all
dramatically and quickly altered the pace and nature of
human life. The rapid changes in postwar society, fueled by
scientific advances and rapid economic growth, led many to
view it as a new society.

The Structure of European Society

The structure of European society was altered after 1945,
Especially noticeable were the changes in the middle class.
Such traditional middle-class groups as businesspeople and
professionals in law, medicine, and the universities were
greatly augmented by a new group of managers and techni-
cians as large companies and government agencies employed
increasing numbers of white-collar supervisory and adminis-
trative personnel. In both Eastern and Western Europe, the
new managers and experts were very much alike. Everywhere
their positions depended on specialized knowledge acquired
from some form of higher education. Everywhere they
focused on the effective administration of their organizations.
Because their positions usually depended on their skills, they
took steps to ensure that their own children would be
educated.

A SOCIETY OF CONSUMERS Changes also occurred among
the traditional lower classes. Especially noticeable was the dra-
matic shift of people from rural to urban areas. The number
of people working in agriculture declined dramadcally, yet
the size of the industrial labor force remained the same. In
West Germany, industrial workers made up 48 percent of the
labor force throughout the 1950s and 1960s. Thereafter, the
number of industrial workers began to dwindle as white-collar
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and service jobs increased. At the same time, a substantial
increase in their real wages enabled the working classes to
aspire to the consumption patterns of the middle class, leading
to what some observers have called the consumer society.
Buying on the installment plan, introduced in the 1920s,
became widespread in the 1950s and gave workers a chance
to imitate the middle class by buying such products as televi-
sions, washing machines, refrigerators, vacuum cleaners, and
stereos, Shopping for everyday commodities, such as food
products, also became easier and cheaper with the introduc-
tion of supermarkets (see Images of Everyday Life on p. 893).
But the most visible symbol of mass consumerism was the
automobile. For the most part, only the European upper
classes could afford cars before World War II. In 1948, there
were 5 million cars in all of Europe, but by 1957, the number
had tripled. By the 1960s, there were almost 45 million cars,

MASS LEISURE Rising incomes, combined with shorter work-
ing hours, created an even greater market for mass leisure
activities. Between 1900 and 1960, the workweek was reduced
from sixty hours to a little more than forty hours, and the
number of paid holidays increased. In the 1960s, German and
Italian workers received between thirty-two and thirty-five
paid holidays a year. All aspects of popular culture—music,
sports, media—became commercialized and offered opportu-
nities for leisure activities, including concerts, sporting events,
and television viewing.

Another visible symbol of mass leisure was the growth of
mass tourism. Before World War II, mostly the upper and
middle classes traveled for pleasure. After the war, the combi-
nation of more vacation time, increased prosperity, and the
flexibility provided by package tours with their lower rates
and less expensive lodgings enabled millions to expand their
travel possibilities. By the mid-1960s, 100 million tourists were
crossing European boundaries each year,

Creation of the Welfare State

One of the most noticeable social developments in postwar
Europe was the creation of the welfare state. In one sense,
the welfare state represented another extension of the power
of the state over the lives of its citizens, a process that had
increased dramatically as a result of the two world wars. Yet
the goal of the welfare state was to make it possible for peo-
ple to live better and more meaningful lives. Advocates of the
welfare state believed that by eliminating poverty and home-
lessness, providing medical services for all, ensuring dignity
for older people, and extending educational opportunities for
all who wanted them, the state would satisfy people’s material
needs and thereby free them to achieve happiness.

Social welfare schemes were not new to Europe. Begin-
ning in the late nineteenth century, some states had provided
for the welfare of the working class by instituting old-age pen-
sions, medical insurance, and unemployment compensation.
But these efforts were piecemeal and were by no means based
on a general belief that society had a responsibility to care for
all of its citizens.

The new postwar social legislation greatly extended earlier
benefits and created new ones as well. Of course, social wel-
fare benefits differed considerably from country to country in
quantity and quality as well as in how they were paid for and
managed. Nevertheless, there were some common trends. In
many countries, already existing benefits for sickness, acci-
dents, unemployment, and old age were simply extended to
cover more people and provide larger payments. Men were
generally eligible for old-age pensions at age sixty-five and
Women at sixty.

Affordable health care for all people was another goal of
the welfare state, although the methods of achieving this goal
varied. In some countries, medical care was free to all people
with some kind of insurance, but in others, people had to con-
tribute toward the cost of their medical care. The amount
ranged from 10 to 25 percent of the total cost.

Another feature of welfare states was the use of family
allowances, which were instituted in some countries to pro-
vide a minimum level of material care for children. Most fam-
ily allowance programs provided a fixed amount per child.
Family allowances were also conceived in large part as a way
to increase the population after the decline suffered during
the war. The French, for example, increased the amount of
aid for each new child after the first one.

Welfare states also sought to remove class barriers to op-
portunity by expanding the number of universities and pro-
viding scholarships to allow everyone to attend an institution
of higher learning. Overall, European states moved toward
free or only modest tuition for university attendance. These
policies did not always achieve their goals, however. In the
early 1960s, most students in Western European universities
still came from privileged backgrounds. In Britain, 25 percent
of university students came from working-class backgrounds;
in France, the figure was only 17.6 percent.

The welfare state dramatically increased the amount of
money states expended on social services. In 1967, such spend-
ing constituted 17 percent of the gross national product of the
major European countries; by the 1980s, it absorbed 40 to 50
percent. To some critics, these figures proved that the welfare
state had produced a new generation of citizens overly depen-
dent on the state. But most people favored the benefits, and
most leaders were well aware that it was political suicide to
advocate curtailing or seriously lowering those benefits.

GENDER ISSUES IN THE WELFARE STATE Gender issues
also influenced the form that the welfare state took in differ-
ent countries. One general question dominated the debate:
Should women be recognized in a special category as moth-
ers, or should they be regarded as individuals? William Bever-
idge, the economist who drafted the report that formed the
basis for the British welfare state, said that women had “vital
work to do in ensuring the adequate continuance of the Brit-
ish race.” “During marriage,” he said, “most women will not
be gainfully employed. The small minority of women who
undertake paid employment or other gainful employment or
other gainful occupations after marriage require special treat-
ment differing from that of single women.”'® Accordingly,
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IMAGES OF EVERYDAY LIFE
The Rise of the Supermarket

FOR MORE THAN A DECADE AFTER World War II, many food
products were still scarce in Europe. Consequently, food was
much more expensive in Europe than in the United States.
For American consumers, the introduction of standardized
foodstuffs and self-service supermarkets had led to lower
prices for basic staples, leaving families more money to spend
on refrigerators, televisions, and automobiles. In the 1950s, an
average working family in Europe spent about 50 percent of
its budget on food, twice as much as a typical American
family spent. In the mid-1950s, however, supermarkets began
to open in major European cities. The first photograph shows
German shoppers looking at bins of produce at a new

Charles Fenno Jacobs//Time Life Pictures/Getty Images

supermarket in Frankfurt in 1954. These early supermarkets
were not an immediate success. Few Europeans had
refrigerators or automobiles, so storing and transporting large
food purchases was difficult. Moreover, because most
Europeans purchased their food from small vendors in their
neighborhoods, there had never been a system of mass
distribution or brand-name goods. In time, however, as more
women entered the workforce, both women and men began
to appreciate the convenience of shopping at a supermarket,
as shown in the second photograph of a newly opened
supermarket in Maidenhead, England. The photograph at the
right shows shoppers looking at wrapped packages of meat in
refrigerated cases, a new phenomenon. As
families moved to the suburbs and acquired
automobiles, supermarkets became more
accessible. Between 1956 and 1961, the
number of self-service supermarkets
increased dramatically, rising from 1,380 to
30,680 in West Germany, from 603 to 2,700
in France, and from 3,000 to 9,000 in
Britain. During the 1960s, the supermarket
became a fixture in Western European
cities. B~
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the British welfare system was based on the belief that women
should stay home with their children: women received subsi-
dies for children, but married women who worked were given
few or no benefits. Employers were also encouraged to pay
women lower wages to discourage them from joining the
workforce. Thus, the British welfare system encouraged wives
to be dependent on their husbands. So did the West German
system. The West German government passed laws that dis-
couraged women from working. In keeping its women at
home, West Germany sought to differentiate itself from neigh-
boring Communist countries in Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union, where women were encouraged to work outside the
home. At the same time, to help working women raise fami-
lies, Communist governments also provided day-care facilities,
as well as family subsidies and maternity benefits.

France sought to maintain the individual rights of women
in its welfare system. The French government recognized
women as equal to men and thus entitled to the same welfare
benefits as men for working outside the home. At the same
time, wanting to encourage population growth, the govern-
ment provided incentives for women to stay home and bear
children as well as day-care and after-school programs to assist
working mothers.

Women in the Postwar Western
World

Despite their enormous contributions to the war effort,
women were removed from the workforce at the end of
World War II to provide jobs for the soldiers returning home.
After the horrors of war, people seemed willing for a while to
return to traditional family practices. Female participation in
the workforce declined, and birthrates began to rise, creating
a “baby boom.” This increase in the birthrate did not last,
however, and birthrates, and thus the size of families, began
to decline by the end of the 1950s. Largely responsible for this
decline was the widespread practice of birth control. Invented
in the nineteenth century, the condom was already in wide
use, but the development in the 1960s of oral contraceptives,
known as birth control pills or simply “the pill,” provided a
reliable means of birth control that quickly spread to all West-
ern countries.

WOMEN IN THE WORKFORCE The trend toward smaller
families no doubt contributed to the change in the character
of women’s employment in both Europe and the United
States as women experienced considerably more years when
they were not involved in rearing children. The most impor-
tant development was the increased number of married
women in the workforce. At the beginning of the rwentieth
century, even working-class wives tended to stay at home if
they could afford to do so. In the postwar period, this was no
longer the case. In the United States, for example, in 1900,
married women made up about 15 percent of the female
labor force; by 1970, their number had increased to 62 per-
cent, The percentage of married women in the female labor
force in Sweden increased from 47 to 66 percent between

1963 and 1975. Figures for the Soviet Union and its satellites
were even higher. In 1970, fully 92.5 percent of all women in
the Soviet Union held jobs, compared to around 50 percent in
France and West Germany.

But the increased number of women in the workforce did
not change some old patterns. Working-class women in par-
ticular still earned salaries lower than those of men for equal
work. In the 1960s, women earned only 60 percent of men’s
wages in Britain, 50 percent in France, and 63 percent in West
Germany. In addition, women still tended to enter tradition-
ally female jobs. As one Swedish female guidance counselor
remarked in 1975, “Every girl now thinks in terms of a job.
This is progress. They want children, but they don’t pin their
hopes on marriage. They don’t intend to be housewives for
some future husband. But there has been no change in their
vocational choices.”"' Many European women also still faced
the double burden of earning income on the one hand and
raising a family and maintaining the household on the other.

SUFFRAGE AND THE SEARCH FOR LIBERATION The partici-
pation of women in the two world wars helped them achieve
one of the major aims of the nineteenth-century women'’s
movement—the right to vote. Already after World War I,
many governments acknowledged the contributions of women
to the war effort by granting them suffrage. Sweden, Great
Britain, Germany, Poland, Hungary, Austria, and Czechoslo-
vakia did so in 1918, followed by the United States in 1920,
Women in France and Italy did not obtain the right to vote
until 1945. After World War II, European women tended to
fall back into the traditional roles expected of them, and little
was heard of feminist concerns.

A women’s liberation movement would arise in the late
1960s (see Chapter 29), but much of the theoretical foundation
for the postwar women's liberation movement was evident in
the earlier work of Simone de Beauvoir (see-MUHN duh
boh-VWAR) (1908-1986). Born into a Catholic middle-class
family and educated at the Sorbonne in Paris, she supported
herself as a teacher and later as a novelist and writer. She main-
tained a lifelong relationship (but not marriage) with Jean-Paul
Sartre (ZHAHNH-POHL SAR-truh). Her involvement in the
existentialist movement, the leading intellectual movement of
the time (see “The Philosophical Dilemma: Existentialism”
later in this chapter), led to her involvement in political causes.
De Beauvoir believed that she lived a “liberated” life for a
twentieth-century European woman, but for all her freedom,
she still came to perceive that as a woman she faced limits that
men did not. In 1949, she published her highly influential work
The Second Sex, in which she argued that as a result of male-
dominated societies, women had been defined by their differen-
ces from men and consequently received second-class status:
“What peculiarly signalizes the situation of woman is that
she—a free and autonomous being like all human creatures—
nevertheless finds herself living in a world where men compel
her to assume the status of the Other.”'* De Beauvoir played
an active role in the French women's movement of the 1970s,
and her book became a major influence on both sides of the
Atlantic (see the box on p. 895).
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The Voice of the Women’'s Liberation Movement

SIMONE DE BEAUVOIR WAS AN IMPORTANT figure in the
emergence of the postwar women's liberation movement.
This excerpt is taken from her influential book The Second
Sex, in which she argued that women have been forced into
a position subordinate to men.

Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex

Now, woman has always been man’s dependent, if not his
slave; the two sexes have never shared the world in equality.
And even today woman is heavily handicapped, though her
situation is beginning to change. Almost nowhere is her legal
status the same as man's and frequently it is much to her
disadvantage. Even when her rights are legally recognized in
the abstract, long-standing custom prevents their full
expression in the mores. In the economic sphere men and
women can almost be said to make up two castes; other
things being equal, the former hold the better jobs, get
higher wages, and have more opportunity for success than
their new competitors. In industry and politics men have a
great many more positions and they monopolize the most
important posts. In addition to all this they enjoy a
traditional prestige that the education of children tends in
every way to support, for the present enshrines the past—
and in the past all history has been made by men. At the
present time, when women are beginning to take part in the
affairs of the world, it is still a world that belongs to men—
they have no doubt of it at all and women have scarcely any.
To decline to be the Other, to refuse to be a party to a
deal—this would be for women to renounce all the

advantages conferred upon them by their alliance with the
superior caste. Man-the-sovereign will provide woman-the-
liege with material protection and will undertake the moral
justification of her existence; thus she can evade at once both
economic risk and the metaphysical risk of a liberty in which
ends and aims must be contrived without assistance. Indeed,
along with the ethical urge of each individual to affirm his
subjective existence, there is also the temptation to forgo
liberty and become a thing, This is an inauspicious road, for
he who takes it—passive, lost, ruined—becomes henceforth
the creature of another’s will, frustrated in his transcendence
and deprived of every value. But it is an easy road; on it one
avoids the strain involved in undertaking an authentic
existence. When man makes of woman the Other he may,
then, expect her to manifest deep-seated tendencies toward
complicity. Thus woman may fail to lay claim to the status
of subject because she lacks definite resources, because she
feels the necessary bond that ties her to man regardless of
reciprocity, and because she is often very well pleased with
her role as the Other.

Now, what peculiarly signalizes the situation of woman is
that she—a free and autonomous being like all human
creatures—nevertheless finds herself living in a world where
men compel her to assume the status of the Other.

What factors or values do you think informed de
Beauvoir's implicit call for a new history of women?
Why was she outraged by the neglect of women in
the Western historical consciousness?

Source: From THE SECOND SEX by Simone de Beauvoir, translated by Constance Borde and Sheila Malovany-Chevallier, translation copyright @ 2009 by Constance Borde and Sheila Malovany-Chevallier.

Introduction copyright @ 2010 by Judith Thurman.

Postwar Art and Literature

Many artists and writers struggled to understand the
horrors of World War II. The German philosopher Theodor
Adorno believed that “to write poetry after Auschwitz is
barbaric.”

ART Many artists and writers, particularly the Surrealists, fled
to the United States during World War II to avoid persecu-
tion for their revolutionary ideas. Following the war, the
United States dominated the art world, much as it did the
world of popular culture (see “The Americanization of the
World” later in this chapter). New York City replaced Paris as
the artistic center of the West. The Guggenheim Museum,
the Museum of Modern Art, and the Whitney Museum of
American Art, together with New York's numerous art gal-
leries, promoted modern art and helped determine artistic
tastes throughout much of the world. One of the styles that
became synonymous with the emergence of the New York
art scene was Abstract Expressionism.

Dubbed “action painting” by one critic, Abstract Expres-
sionism was energetic and spontaneous, qualities evident in
the enormous canvases of Jackson Pollock (1912-1956). In
works such as Convergence (1952), paint seems to explode, en-
veloping the viewer with emotion and movement. Pollock’s
swirling forms and seemingly chaotic patterns broke all con-
ventions of form and structure. His drip paintings, with their
total abstraction, were extremely influential with other artists,
and he eventually became a celebrity. Inspired by Native
American sand painters, Pollock painted with the canvas on
the floor. He explained, “On the floor [ am more at ease. [
feel nearer, more a part of the painting, since this way | can
walk around in, work from four sides and be literally in the
painting. When I am in the painting, I am not aware of what I
am doing. There is pure harmony."”

The 1950s and early 1960s saw the emergence of Pop Art,
which took images of popular culture and transformed them
into works of fine art. Several British art students, known as
the Independent Group, incorporated science fiction and
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American advertising techniques into their exhibitions. “This
Is Tomorrow,” an exhibit held in 1956 at the Whitechapel
Gallery in London, was the group’s crowning achievement. It
featured environments inspired by advertisements as well as
mural-sized reproductions of movie characters like Robby the
Robor.

Andy Warhol (1930-1987), who began as an advertising
illustrator, became the most famous of the American Pop
artists. Warhol adapted images from commercial art, such as
Campbell’s soup cans, and photographs of celebrities such as
Marilyn Monroe. Derived from mass culture, these works
were mass-produced and deliberately “of the moment,”
expressing the fleeting whims of popular culture. The
detached style of Warhol's silk-screened prints put Pop Art at
odds with the aggressive, painterly techniques of the Abstract
Expressionists.

LITERATURE The most significant new trend in postwar liter-
ature was called the “Theater of the Absurd.” This new con-
vention in drama began in France in the 1950s, although its
most famous proponent was the Irishman Samuel Beckett
(1906-1990), who lived in France. In Beckett's Waiting for
Godot (1952), the action on stage is not realistic. Two men
wait incessantly for the appearance of someone, with whom
they may or may not have an appointment. No background
information on the two men is provided. During the course
of the play, nothing seems to be happening. The audience is
never told if what they are watching is real or not. Unlike

Hans Namuth/Photo Researchers, Inc.

Abright-Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo/Art Resource, NY. @ The Pollock-Krasner Foundation/Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York

Jackson Pollock Painting. After World War 11, Abstract Expressionism moved to the center of the artistic mainstream. One of its best-known
practitioners was the American Jackson Pollock, who achieved his ideal of total abstraction in his drip paintings. He is shown here at work in his Long
Island studio. Pollock found it easier to cover his large canvases with spontaneous patterns of color when he put them on the floor. Seen in the second
photo is his Convergence, painted in 1952, just four years before his death.
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traditional theater, suspense is maintained not by having the
audience wonder what is going to happen next but by having
them ask, what is happening now?

The Theater of the Absurd reflected its time. The postwar
period was a time of disillusionment with ideological beliefs
in politics or religion. A sense of the world’s meaninglessness
underscored the desolate worldview of absurdist drama and
literature. This can be seen in the novel The Tin Drum (1959)
by Giinter Grass (b. 1927), which reflected postwar Ger-
many’s preoccupation with the seeming incomprehensibility
of Nazi Germany.

The Philosophical Dilemma:
Existentialism

The sense of meaninglessness that inspired the Theater of the
Absurd also underscored the philosophy of existentialism. It
was born largely of the desperation caused by two world wars
and the breakdown of traditional values. Existentialism
reflected the anxieties of the twentieth century and became
especially well known after World War II through the works
of two Frenchmen, Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980) and Albert
Camus (ahl-BAYR ka-MQOQ) (1913-1960).

The central point of the existentialism of Sartre and Camus
was the absence of God in the universe. The death of God,
though tragic, meant that humans had no preordained destiny
and were utterly alone in the universe, with no future and no
hope. As Camus expressed it:

A world that can be explained even with bad reasons is a fa-
miliar world. But, on the other hand, in a universe suddenly
divested of illusions and lights, man feels an alien, a stranger.
His exile is without remedy since he is deprived of the mem-
ory of a lost home or the hope of a promised land., This
divorce berween man and his life, the actor and his setting, is
properly the feeling of absurdity."’

According to Camus, then, the world was absurd and without
meaning; humans, too, are without meaning and purpose.
Reduced to despair and depression, humans have but one
source of hope—themselves.

Though the world might be absurd, Camus argued, it
could not be absurd unless people judged it to be so. Peo-
ple are unique in the world, and their kind of being is
quite different from that of all others. In the words of
Sartre, human “existence precedes essence.” Humans are
beings who first exist and then define themselves. They
determine what they will be. According to Sartre, “Man is
nothing else but what he makes of himself. Such is the first
principle of existentialism.” People, then, must take full
responsibility for what they are. They create their values
and give their lives meaning. And this can only be done by
their involvement in life. Only through one’s acts can one
determine one’s values.

Existentialism, therefore, involved an ethics of action, of
involvement in life. But people could not define themselves
without their involvement with others. Thus, existentialism’s
ethical message was just as important as its philosophy of

being. Essentally, the message of existentialism was one of
authenticity. Individuals true to themselves refused to be
depersonalized by their society. As one author noted, “Exis-
tentialism is the struggle to discover the human person in a
depersonalized age.”

The Attempt to Revive Religion

Existentialism was one response to the despair generated by
the apparent collapse of civilized values in the twentieth cen-
tury. The attempt to revive religion was another. Ever since
the Enlightenment of the eighteenth century, Christianity and
religion had been on the defensive. But a number of religious
thinkers and leaders attempted to bring new life to Christian-
ity in the twentieth century.

One expression of this religious revival was the attempt by
the Protestant theologian Karl Barth (BAHRT) (1886-1968) to
infuse traditional Christian teachings with new life. In his
numerous writings, Barth attempted to reinterpret the reli-
gious insights of the Reformation era for the modern world.
To Barth, the sinful and hence imperfect nature of human
beings meant that humans could know religious truth not
through reason but only through the grace of God.

In the Catholic Church, an attempt at religious renewal
also came from a charismatic pope. Pope John XXIII (1881-
1963) reigned as pope for only a short time (1958-1963) but
sparked a dramatic revival of Catholicism when he sum-
moned the twenty-first ecumenical council of the Catholic
Church. Known as Vatican II, the council liberalized a num-
ber of Catholic practices. For example, the liturgy of the Mass,
the central feature of Catholic worship, was now to be spoken
in the vernacular, not in Latin. New avenues of communica-
tion with other Christian faiths were also opened for the first
time since the Reformation,

But these attempts to redefine Christianity were not neces-
sarily successful at rekindling people’s faith. Although many
churches experienced an upswing in involvement in the late
1940s and early 1950s, no doubt as a response to the war, by
the late 1950s and 1960s, attendance was declining at Euro-
pean churches. Even in Italy, regular attendance by members
of the Catholic Church fell from 69 percent in 1956 to 48 per-
cent in 1968.

The Explosion of Popular Culture

Since World War II, popular culture has played an increas-
ingly important role in helping Western people define them-
selves. The history of popular culture is also the history of the
economic system that supports it, for this system manufac-
tures, distributes, and sells the images that people consume as
popular culture. As popular culture and its economic support
system have become increasingly intertwined, industries of
leisure have emerged. As one historian of popular culture has
argued, “Industrial societies turn the provision of leisure into
a commercial activity, in which their citizens are sold enter-
tainment, recreation, pleasure, and appearance as commod-
ities that differ from the goods at the drugstore only in the
way they are used.”'* Thus, modern popular culture is
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inextricably tied to the mass consumer society in which it has
emerged.

THE AMERICANIZATION OF THE WORLD The United States
has been the most influential force in shaping popular culture
in the West and, to a lesser degree, the rest of the world.
Through movies, music, advertising, and television, the
United States has spread its particular form of consumerism
and the American dream to millions around the world. Al-
ready in 1923, the New York Morning Post noted that “the film
is to America what the flag was once to Britain, By its means
Uncle Sam may hope some day ... to Americanize the
world.”"* In movies, television, and popular music, the
impact of American popular culture on the Western world is
pervasive.

Motion pictures were the primary vehicle for the diffusion
of American popular culture in the years immediately follow-
ing the war, and they continued to dominate both European
and American markets in the next decades (40 percent of Hol-
lywood’s income in the 1960s came from the European mar-
ket). Nevertheless, the existence of a profitable art-house
circuit in America and Europe enabled European filmmakers
to make films whose themes and avant-garde methods were
quite different from those of Hollywood. Italy and Sweden,
for example, developed a tradition of “national cinema” that
reflected “'specific cultural traits in a
mode in which they could be suc-
cessfully exported.” The 1957 film
The Seventh Seal, by the Swedish
director Ingmar Bergman (1918-
2007), was a good example of the
successful European art film. Berg-
man's films caused him to be
viewed as “an artist of comparable
stature to a novelist or playwright.”
So too were Francois Truffaut
(frahnh-SWAH troo-FOH) (1932—
1984) in France and Federico Fellini
(1920-1993) in Italy; such directors
gloried in experimenting with sub-
ject matter and technique and pro-
duced films dealing with more
complex and daring themes than
Hollywood would attempt.

Although developed in the
1930s, television did not become
readily available untl the late
1940s. By 1954, there were 32 mil-
lion sets in the United States as tele-
vision became the centerpiece of
middle-class life. In the 1960s, as tel-
evision spread around the world,
American networks unloaded their
products on Europe and the Third
World at extraordinarily low prices.
For instance, the British Broadcast-
ing Corporation (BBC) could buy

American programs for one-tenth the cost per viewer of pro-
ducing its own. Only the establishment of quota systems pre-
vented American television from completely inundating these
countries.

The United States has dominated popular music since the
end of World War II. Jazz, blues, rhythm and blues, and rock
‘n’ roll have been by far the most popular music forms in the
Western world—and much of the non-Western world—dur-
ing this time. All of them originated in the United States, and
all are rooted in African American musical innovations. These
forms later spread around the globe, inspiring local artists
who then transformed the music in their own way. Often
these transformed models then returned to the United States
to inspire American artists. This was certainly the case with
rock ‘n’ roll. Through the 1950s, American artists such as
Chuck Berry, Little Richard, and Elvis Presley inspired the
Beatles and other British performers, who then led an “inva-
sion” of the United States in the 1960s, creating a sensation
and in part sparking new rockers in America. The availability
of cheap personal music players in the 1960s transformed the
music industry, making albums more accessible to wider audi-
ences instead of relying on radio broadcasts and concerts.
Rock music itself developed in the 1950s. In 1952, white disc
jockeys began playing rhythm and blues and traditional blues
music performed by African Americans to young white

AP Images

The Beatles. Although rock n’ roll originated in the United States, it inspired musical groups around
the world. This was certainly true of Britain's Beatles, who caused a sensation among young people
when they came to the United States in the 1960s. Here the Beatles are shown during a performance on
The Ed Sullivan Show.
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audiences. The music was popular with this audience, and
record companies began recording watered-down white

“cover” versions of this music. It was not until performers

CHAPTER SUMMARY

such as Elvis Presley mixed white “folkabilly” with rhythm
and blues that rock ‘n’ roll became popular with the larger
white audience.

At the end of a devastating world war, a new kind of conflict
erupted in the Western world as two of the victors, the
United States and the Soviet Union, emerged as superpowers
and began to argue over the po-
litical organization of a Europe
liberated from Nazi Germany.
Europeans, whether they wanted
to or not, were forced to become
supporters of one side or the
other. The Western world was
soon divided between supporters
of a capitalistic West and adherents of a Communist East. In
1949, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was
created by the United States, Canada, and ten nations of
Western Europe as a defensive alliance against Soviet aggres-
sion. In 1955, the Soviet Union formed a military alliance with
seven Eastern European states, and Europe was once again di-
vided into hostile alliance systems.

Western Burope emerged as a new community in the
1950s and the 1960s and staged a remarkable economic recov-
ery. While the Western European economy boomed, Eastern
Europe seemed to stagnate under the control of the Soviet
Union. The economic integration of the Western European
nations began in 1951 with the European Coal and Steel Com-
munity and continued in 1957 with the formation of the Euro-
pean Economic Community, also known as the Common
Market. Eastern European states had made their own efforts
at economic cooperation when they formed the Council for

CHAPTER TIMELINE
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W Emergence of welfare state in Britain

B Marshall Plan
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Berlin Air Lift

Korean War
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Pollock’s Convergence

1955

Mutual Economic Assistance in 1949. Regardless of their eco-
nomic differences, however, both Western and Eastern Euro-
peans were well aware that their future still depended on the
conflict between the two superpowers.

A new European society also
emerged after World War IL
White-collar workers increased
in number, and installment plan
buying helped create a con-
sumer society. Rising incomes,
combined with shorter working
hours, created an ever-greater market for mass leisure activ-
ities. The welfare state provided both pensions and health
care. Birth control led to smaller families, and more women
joined the workforce.

In addition to the Cold War conflict, the postwar era was
also characterized by decolonization. After World War 11, the
colonial empires of the European states ? ;ﬂ!“'“?'::,

were largely dissolved, and the liberated
territories of Africa, Asia, and the Middle
East emerged as sovereign states. All too
soon, these newly independent nations of-
ten found themselves caught in the Cold
War rivalry between the United States and
the Soviet Union. After the United States
fought in Korea to prevent the spread of -
communism, the ideological division that had begun in
Europe quickly spread to the rest of the world.

1960 1965

M Formation of European Common Market

B Formation of Warsaw Pact

B Cuban Missile Crisis

M Hungarian revolt is crushed

B Charles de Gaulle assumes
power in France

B Building of Berlin Wall

||
Khrushchey ousted
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CHAPTER REVIEW

Upon Reflection

Q What were the major turning points in the development
of the Cold War through 19657

Q How did Soviet policies affect the history of Eastern
Europe between 1945 and 1965?

Q What role did popular culture play in the Western world
between 1945 and 1965?
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1. By 1945, the United States

(A) wasthe world's greatest power,

(B) wasrecovering from large losses of population
within its cities.

(C) had the world’s fastest growing economy.

(D) operated as a powerful actor in a uni-polar world.

(E) had shaped most political and economic policies in
areas such as Asia, Latin America, and Africa.

George C. Marshall stated, “Our policy is not directed
against any country or doctrine but against hunger,
poverty, desperation and chaos.”

The Marshall Plan, issued in 1947,

(A) successfullyintervened in all situations where peo-
ple sought out help from the Western powers.

(B) allowed for both Western and Eastern Europe to
rebound economically after the war.

(C) added to the Cold War divisions between Western
and Eastern Europe,

(D) was an insignificant economic plan that had little
impact on economic recovery in the West.

(E) helped forge an alliance between the United States
and the USSR,

. Which of the following statements most accurately
describes the period of economic reconstruction after
World War I1?

(A) Most of Europe continued to follow economic poli-
cies in place prior to 1939.

(B) Europe lagged behind the United States in eco-
nomic growth,

(C) Trade was limited primarily to domestic develop-
ment in most European nations.

(D) The impact of the global depression was minimal
due to global war and its consequences.

(E) Anew balance of power took hold in the economic
sphere, just as one had ruled in the political sphere
prior to the war.

. Which of the following economists promoted the theory
of spending and stimulus by the government in order to
expand the economy?

(A) John Maynard Keynes
(B) Adam Smith

(C) Milton Friedman

(D) John Bloom

(E) Jeremy Bentham

AP® REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTER 28

5. Bythe end of 1948, Eastern Bloc nations

(A) reaped great financial reward from being allies
with the Soviet Union.

(B) struggled to maintain their economic autonomy in
relation to the Soviet Union.

(C) made very little progress economically.

(D) devised arrangements that brought about centrally
planned economies.

(E) cooperated politically with the Soviets, but not
economically.

6. Which of the following was a result of the Arab-Israeli

conflict of 19737

(A) Itsignaled anend to détente between the United
States and the Soviet Union.

(B) Ronald Reagan was elected president of the United
States.

(C) The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries imposed an oil embargo.

(D) The nations involved in the fighting experienced an
increase in economic opportunities.

(E) Mostglobal currencies experienced significant
growth in value.

. Khrushchev's reforms included all of the following

EXCEPT

(A) thoroughly denouncing Stalin and his policies of
terror and brutality.

(B) increasing tensions between the USSR and the
United States.

(C) ushering in more intellectual freedoms within the
USSR.

(D) areduced intensity toward rebelling countries
within the USSR.

(E) an attempt at economic recovery, which ultimately
failed and left the USSR further behind.

. Following World War I, France's leadership under

Charles de Gaulle

(A) wasunsuccessful in reviving the French economy:.

(B) ushered France into a position of a global power
player with their newly acquired nuclear weapons.

(C) brought about French governmental stability and
increased the power of the president.

(D) sawnationalization successfully initiated within
the country with immediate results.

(E) maintained the status quo within France, leading
to stagnation within the state.
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10.

Simone de Beauvoir asserted in “Second Sex,” “Now,
woman has always been man’s dependent, if not his
slave; the two sexes have never shared the world in
equality. And even today woman is heavily handi-
capped, though her situation is beginning to change. ..

Which phrase below best describes women’s status
during the 1960s?

(A) Although some women sought more equality, the
majority of women were content with the achieve-
ments that had been made.

(B) Women continued to have little control over their
bodies and held few positions of power during the
1960s.

(C) Women achieved relative parity with men in terms
of job acquisitions and salary.

(D) The role of homemaker continued to be the ideal as
more families easily lived on one income.

(E) Women did not experience a true women's move-
ment that resulted in better conditions for them.

“Don’t stand in the doorway,
Don't block up the hall.

For he that gets hurt

Will be he who has stalled.

There’s a battle outside

And it is ragin’,

It'll soon shake your windows
And rattle your walls.

For the times they are a-changin’.”

The above lyrics by Bob Dylan most likely describe

(A) thewidening cultural gap experienced by elderly
citizens.

(B) the frustration felt by women over their inability to
earn real wages.

(C) the frustration felt by musicians over the misuse of
their music.

(D) the rebellious mood of many young people.

(E) thesense of pride and patriotism felt by men
returning home from the Vietnam War.

900B

11.

12.

13.

14.

Following World War II, many European women

(A) earned the same pay as men for the same kind of
work,

(B) chose to remain in the home to serve as domestic
workers.

(C) earned approximately two-thirds the earned
income of men for the same work.

(D) were elevated to managerial positions.

(E) focused on bringing wider awareness of the social
ills of consumerism.

The policy of containment

(A) fostered a general acceptance of the division of
the world between Communist governments and
democratic ones.

(B) withered after the creation of the United Nations,
which rendered the policy unnecessary.

(C) caused further conflict as each great power wanted

to limit the growth of the other.

was devised by the Soviet Union in reaction to the

growing power of China.

(E) successfully stopped the spread of Communism
throughout the world.

(D)

The Berlin Airlift

(A) ultimately led to the liberation of East Berlin by the
United States.

(B) ultimately resulted in Khrushchev's erection of the
Berlin Wall.

(C) was a failure for the United States as it was unable
to get supplies to the people of Berlin.

(D) showed the world that the Soviet Union was weaker
than it was previously thought to be.

(E) was instituted by the Soviet Union in order to iso-
late East Germany.

European decolonization sparked conflictin all of the
following areas EXCEPT

(A) Vietnam.
(B) Korea.
(C) Algeria.
(D) India.
(E) Israel.



